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After nigh on three years of burlesquing 
it up on Edmonton stages, Wild Rose 
Revue founder Tallulah Freeway is 
packing her bags and heading to the 
green pastures of Berlin—but not before 
giving one last performance for us to 
remember her by ¢ 38 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


The cleansing of the temple 


| was reading the Gospel of John the 
other day sifting through the thoughts 
of the man we call Jesus of Nazareth, 
to get a sense of his embrace of those 
mistreated by the religious and politi- 
cal establishment of his day. John 
writes that on Passover, the celebration 
commemorating the deliverance of the 
Israelites from Egypt, Jesus went to the 
Temple in Jerusalem—not the first tem- 
ple built by King Solomon, nor the sec- 
ond, but the third and grandest, 
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known as “Herod's Temple.” 

It was here that worshipers had to 
pay a Temple tax in Galilean currency or 
sanctuary shekels where moneychang- 
ers paid about 50 cents on the dollar. 
There was an additional fee to inspect 
all animals for sacrifice. None, of course, 
passed inspection. But you could buy an 
acceptable animal from the money- 
changers themselves. When Jesus 
arrived he was outraged the poor were 
being exploited in the name of God. 

Writes John (2 :14-16), “He found 
in the temple courts people selling 
oxen and sheep and doves, and the 
money changers sitting at tables. So he 
made a whip of cords and drove them 
all out of the temple, with the sheep 
and the oxen. He scattered the coins of 
the moneychangers and overturned 
their tables. To those who sold the 
doves he said, ‘Take these things away 
from here! Do not make my Father's 
house a marketplace!’” 

You know that if Jesus were alive 
today he'd do the same thing walking 
through the gilded corridors of the Vat- 


Ad cliche #44 
Santa hat on logo 


ican, the world’s original multi-national 
corporation, whose rapacious laws and 
policies have been carefully crafted 
over two millennia so as not to dilute 
its treasury worldwide. Jesus would be 
outraged that the Pontiff, God’s “rep- 
resentative” here on Earth, whose job 
it is to follow in the very footsteps of 
Jesus, would hammer his cudgel to 
crush those whom Jesus himself would 
have embraced, historically persecuted 
people like gay men and lesbians. 

This holiday season, as we cele- 
brate the message and birth of Christ, 
the Roman Catholic Church under the 
iron-fisted rule of Pope Benedict XVI is 
cleansing its own billion-dollar temple 
of the very people Jesus would love, 
live and dine with. 

The latest round of cleansing 
began on November 4 when the Vati- 
can, still reeling from its global 
pedophile scandal, sent bishops world- 
wide an edict (personally approved by 
the “Sovereign” Pontiff Benedict XVI 


SEE PAGE 10 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


WARMING: 
GLOBAL! 


With year-end reports on the state of 
the world’s climate starting to trickle in 
from all over the world, it's becoming 
more and more clear that the news 
isn’t so hot. Wait—that’s dumb. Isn‘t so 
cool, maybe? Yeah, that works better... 
well, except for the fact that newspa- 
per puns totally suck. Which, inciden- 
tally, is why the Edmonton Sun's 
Saturday comics page is the only one 
left in the English-speaking world that 
ill carries Frank & Eamest. 

ANYHOO, climate change: bad 
news. According to a report in the 
New York Times late last week, the 
Norld Meteorological Organization 
ed that 2005 has thus far 
second warmest year on 
record, extending a warming trend 
that climatologists at least partly 
attribute to greenhouse gases accu- 
mulating in the atmosphere. Gloomy 
the WMO announce- 
ne-upped by similar find- 
orth by NASA‘s Goddard 
institute in New York, which released 
a statement projecting that 2005 will 
surpass 1998 as the hottest year glob- 
ally in the 125 since reliable records 
have been kept. The report went on 
to note that warming has accelerated 
and is now boosting the mercury 
every decade by more than 0.3 
degrees Fahrenheit. 

Though NASA researchers again 
impressed on the severity of the issue 
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and the expediency with which the 
world’s greatest polluters must act to 
slow the trend, last week’s internation- 
al U.N. climate conference in Montreal 
once again failed to nail down a U.S. 
commitment to reducing greenhouse 
gases. While the Montreal delegates 
did agree on technical rules for all 
industrial nations to reduce their emis- 
sions to meet the Kyoto Protocol’s 
2012 deadline, also arranging for fur- 
ther negotiations over reduction tar- 
gets for the period following, the 
United States, the world’s biggest 
emitter of the Protocol’s most 
maligned greenhouse gas, carbon 
dioxide, remained an outsider. 

According to the WMO report, the 
atmosphere now holds more than one- 
third more carbon dioxide than it did 
before the Industrial Revolution, noting 
that European scientists reported last 
month that Antarctic ice cores show 
that today’s level is 27 per cent higher 
than any previous peak looking back 
650,000 years. 

As the Times puts it, the small, 
vocal minority of climate skeptics who 
have long theorized manmade emis- 
sions were not influencing the climate 
have grown quieter of late, as evi- 
dence of global warming’s effects has 
mounted. “In a sense,” said WMO sec- 
retary-general Michel Jarraud in an 
interview with the Times, “the burden 
of proof has shifted from the people 
who are saying there’s a risk to the 
skeptics now.” 


CANADA: 
RETARDED! 


Well, with the election raging and anti- 
American sentimentality running high 
in Canada, it was probably only a mat- 
ter of time until conservative America’s 
TV news pundits started firing back— 
and boy did they ever over the week- 
end, going as far as to call Canada “a 
stalker” and “a retarded cousin.” 
According to a report from the 
Canadian Press, the renewed spate of 


Canada-bashing comes in response to 
Prime Minister Martin’s complaints 
about the softwood lumber dispute 
and American policy on climate 
change, which prompted a rebuke 
from the American ambassador to 
Canada last week. It’s a trend that has 
attracted the attention of the American 
non-profit watchdog group Media 
Matters for Americans, who say what 
they’ve seen so far is disturbing, 
though confined to the same faction 
that usually injects itself with 20 cc’s of 
spazz juice every time someone says a 
bad thing about the President. 

“There are always going to be 
occasions when it pops up, but Cana- 
da is never going to occupy an extra- 
ordinary amount of American 
thought,” said senior Media Matters 
member Paul Waldman in an inter- 
view with the CP. “It’s more like, ‘who 
can we beat up on today?’ It’s never 
going to reach the heights of animos- 
ity toward France in the run-up 
towards the Iraq war.’ 

Oh, but how they try. Last week, 
MSNBC host and notoriously conserva- 
tive pundit Tucker Carlson let loose 
with a flurry of anti-Canadian rhetoric 
on his show, stating, “Canada is a 
sweet country. It’s like your retarded 
cousin you see at Thanksgiving and 
sort of pat him on the head. You know, 
he’s nice but you don’t take him seri- 
ously. That’s Canada.” 

Carlson continued to uninhibitedly 
barf out every word that flashed 
momentarily through his brain, adding 
that it’s pointless to tell Canada to stop 
criticizing the United States. “It only 
eggs them on. Canada is essentially a 
stalker, stalking the United States, 
right? Canada has little pictures of us 
in its bedroom,” said Carlson. “It's 
unrequited love between Canada and 
the United States. We, meanwhile, 
don’t even know Canada’s name. We 
pay no attention at all.” 

Well, you know. Except for the 
times where they totally do. Like, uh, 
right now. @ 
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By EMMA SASSE 
A careless plan 


When Conservatives talk about giv- 
ing women the “choice” of staying 
at home or accessing some form of 
childcare, that little frisson you feel 
up the back of your spine is the tin- 
gle of patriarchy. There, | said it—all 
this talk about staying at home with 
your kids is a throwback. What's 
more, the federal Conservatives’ 
plan for $1200 a year per child 
accomplishes neither better child- 
care nor the ability to “stay home.” 
If you want 10 billion of your tax 
‘dollars wasted and none of your 
public policy objectives met, you 
might like what the Harper gang is 
peddling this election. 

_ |/m not sure who all these 
women who “choose to stay at 
home” are, because 80 per cent of 
women with children under the age 
of five participate in the workforce in 
some way. Fifty-five per cent of uni- 
versity undergrads are women— 
meaning the trend toward increasing 
female workforce participation is 
here to stay. The question is, then, is 
it going to be for-profit, babysitting- 
type care? Or is it going to be afford- 
able and educationally focused? 

Giving people $100 a month for 
childcare is like giving everyone who 
drives a car a hundred bucks a 
month and expecting that to build 
you a road system. High quality 
childcare is about funding non-profit 
centres, and making sure that public” 
money goes to public facilities, not 
to profits. In all the billions the Con- 
servative plan will cost taxpayers, 
there is nothing to ensure that the 
money goes to increasing wages for 
childcare workers or to improving 
programs. In other words, this is not 
a childcare plan; it’s an exercise in 
vote-buying, with a little pandering 
to 1950s Cleaver fantasies thrown in 
for good measure. : 

If you really want to help peo- 
ple stay at home, let's make that a 
real choice, not just phony rhetoric. 
Neither the federal nor the provin- 
cial Conservatives have ever—in 
opposition or in government—pro- 
posed changes to labour legislation, 
or employment insurance top-ups 
to support caregivers. The federal 
Conservatives have a plan fora 
$2,000/year child tax benefit, but it 
does little to compensate for lost 
income, and because it is means- 
tested, it will likely leave out many 
middle-income earners. 

Trying to balance work and fami- 
ly when there are few high-quality 
childcare options available is enough 
to scare the bejeesus out of many 
women, including me. But the only 
thing scarier is the possibility of Harp- 
er’s ideologues making the decisions 
about how childcare money —and 
my tax money—should be spent. @ 
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In a season so blatantly overrun with 
commercialization, what are 
Edmontonians doing to keep Christmas 


special? 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


“Maybe Christmas,” he thought, “does- 
n't come from a store. 

“Maybe Christmas... perhaps... means 
a little bit more.” 

—How the Grinch Stole Christmas 


Grinch’s holiday revelation is inter- 

rupted by a much slicker animated 
message: my family can be brought 
closer together with a cell phone plan; 
a small appliance can guarantee my 
wife’s undying devotion; my daughter 
will find eternal joy with this toy 
under the tree. Stay tuned: after these 
messages, a little boy discovers the 
true meaning of Christmas. 

What is my daughter learning 
about this season? And from whom? 
November and December account for 
over one fifth of all retail sales. In 
December of 2004, $34.5 billion 
changed hands across the world. 
Popular culture demonizes the adver- 
tising executive, the marketing rep 
and the public relations professional, 
while Canadians spend an average of 
$736 per person on Christmas gifts. 
Albertans spend the most per capi- 
ta—is anyone else counting on the 
Prosperity Bonus this year? If Santa is 
shilling for every must-have product 
through every available medium in 
this most ad-intensive time of year, 
how is one supposed to keep this 


[: a blinding flash of irony, the 


holiday special? 

“We make a conscious effort to 
shut out the messages,” says Jennie 
Lewin as her two-year-old daughter 
draws a picture nearby. “We don't 
watch much TV, and we stay away 
from malls.” The Lewins are making 
most of their gifts and purchase 
their supplies at small, locally 
owned craft stores. Batches of fudge 
and handmade soaps are gifts of 
their time and Care. 

The modest townhouse near the 
Clareview LRT station where Lewin 


CHRISTMAS 


lives with her surveyor husband and 
daughter is warm and inviting. “Our 
friends and family understand our 
finances,-and that our values aren't 
about buying things,” Lewin contin- 
ues. “We'd rather visit than shop, 
anyway.” Their artificial tree features 
a few exotic touches from Christ- 
mases spent abroad. This Christmas, 
however, will be spent at home with 
her husband and daughter. They will 
share a special dinner, attend a 
church service and perform a tender 
ritual where their daughter places the 
newly arrived baby Jesus in the 
empty manger of their Nativity scene. 
Their Christmas is less about stuff 


than about family and spirituality. 


FOR THE LESS spiritually inclined, 
the season’s dichotomy is much 
tougher to manage. Jeff Polovick, 
founder and president of Driving 
Force, goes to great lengths to keep 
Christmas about family. This, despite 
the flood of advertising and special 
seasonal promotions devoted to sepa- 
rating him from his wealth. Polovick 
and his wife escape Edmonton’s chill 
in the rich desert setting of their 
Albuquerque getaway. On December 
22, his 27-year-old daughter and 23- 
year-old son will travel from Golden, 
B.C. to join them for the holiday. 
Everyone is excited to open their 
gifts on Christmas morning; howev- 
er, the blizzard of torn wrapping 
paper and discarded ribbon isn’t an 
avalanche of the latest gadgets or an 
outdoing of last year’s finery. 
“Sixteen years ago, on a family 
vacation, we made a rule not to 
spenc more than $100 on each other 
for Christmas,” Polovick recalls. 
“There’s toc much pressure to spend 
money that people can’t afford, and 
this rule takes that pressure off.” 
Polovick doesn’t believe that they 
need to spend a !ot to show they 
care. So, even weaith doesn’t solve 
the conflict between corporate and 
social meanings of Christmas: the 
Polovicks choose to opt out. 


THE ABSENCE OF WEALTH doesn’t 
offer any kind of defense, either. Ray 
Laboucane, a Keeseekoowenin Ojib- 
way from near Brandon, Manitoba, 
came to Edmonton in September. He 
followed the promise of a booming 
Alberta economy where he could 

SEE PAGE 10 
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You THINK IM NoT GONNA 
COMPLAIN ABouT THIS 


By DAVID YOUNG 
ano TB PLAYER 


A trio of games were on the schedule in 
the last week for the Oilers. Last Thursday 
the Montreal Canadiens came to town 
(sans Koivu and Kovalev) and lost 5-3. 
The Oilers (sans Krys Kolanos) then trav- 
eled to Vancouver and beat the Canucks 
5-4 in overtime. Another home game on 
Monday saw the Calgary Flames (avec 
Kiprusoff) lose to the Oilers 5-4. 


One anthem, two points. Apparently, 
all the Oilers need is one national anthem 
before the game starts to win, as the Oil- 
ers put together a three-game streak with 
wins over Montreal, Vancouver and Cal- 
gary between last Thursday and Monday. 
In fact, the Oilers are 6-2 against Canadi- 
an teams so far this season. Crackpot the- 


| ory: American Anthem was the same 


movie that rocketed a young Janet Jones 
to about four minutes of stardom and 
also into the arms of Wayne Gretzky, who 
shortly thereafter left the Oilers for Los 
Angeles. American anthem? Obviously 
bad for Oiler hockey. (DY) 


Stats lle; TB tells the truth straight 
up, y‘all. Edmonton is still right in the 
middle of the pack, stats-wise: the 
power play is ranked 13th overall (17.9 
per cent), the penalty kill is ranked 11th 
(83.1 per cent), and the Oilers also sit at 
15th overall in scoring with an average 
of 3.00 goals per game. But the team is 
in the top five when it comes to shots 
allowed per game (it must be the shot 
blocking, which shows how much faith 
the team has in its goalies) and they are 
still leading the league in faceoff wins 
and guys named Smith (and Smyth?), 
with three if you count Dan. (TB) 


Stats are for geeks; here are some 
more. As of last Monday night, the 


Oilers boasted the worst neh bbe ing 
rating in the league at hom he 
league’s second-best penalty kill on the 
road. The team’s goaltenders also have 
the fifth-highest save percentage on 
the road and the second-lowest rating 
at home. We can’t blame Janet Jones 
or the Star Spangled Banner for this, 
can we? (DY) 


Outstanding in their fields. Ethan 
Moreau is now tied for first in the NHL 
with three shorthanded goals after pot- 
ting two against the Flyers recently. 
Ryan Smyth has a sniper-like shooting 
percentage of 20. Jarret Stoll and Mike 
Peca are hovering around 60 per cent in 
the faceoff circle. These are all well and 
nice, but it all goes to show how the Oil 
is getting things done as a collective, 
with no scorers in the top 30. (TB) 


Top 30? Overrated. The Atlanta 
Thrashers have three players among 
the top 20 scorers in the league and 
they‘re sitting in the bottom third of 
the standings. (DY) 


We won't be hearing the Star 
Spangled Banner in the medal pre- 
sentation. The Americans released their 
roster for the Turin Olympics Monday 
night and, just in case you needed 
another extra-special reason to hate the 
American team this Olympics, the team 
only features one player from a Canadi- 
an NHL team. And that player, Jordan 
Leopold, is a Calgary Flame. (DY) 


Canada Il. Canada Il. So we've seen 
the Team USA Olympic roster. Hatcher? 
Chelios? Tkachuk? Too good to be true. 
And by the time this issue hits the press, - 
we should know the Canadian roster. It’s 
almost a shame that Quebec couldn't 
send its own team. And as ridiculous as 
that idea was (sorry mes amis, this is a 
competition between countries; 
provinces, states and distinct societies 
need not apply), Canada could probably 
get away with sending two or maybe 
three strong teams to the Olympics like 
in bobsledding and walk off with a cou- 
ple medals. So, next week we'll name 
the In The Box Canada II squad, made 
up of leftovers from the “A” team. And 
in the name of Canadian unity, we may 
even include Quebec players. (TB) © 
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Canadian scientists 
refuse to be swayed by 
U.S. propaganda when it 
comes to researching the 
possible benefits of pot 


By ANNALEE NEWITZ 


iple of months started in one of my 
favourite Canadian cities: Saskatoon. 
Researchers there at the University of 
Saskatchewan recently demonstrated that 
marijuana rejuvenates cells in the hippocam- 
pus, an area of the brain associated with 
learning and memory. Neuroscientist Xia 
Zhang and his team injected rats with a super- 
potent chemical synthesized to resemble a 
chemical found in a typical puff of pot. And, 
under the influence of this mega-marijuana, 
the rats started growing new brain cells. 
Please tell me this means that all those 
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perhaps now the most insidious of our nar- 
cotics, is a direct by-product of unrestricted 
Mexican immigration.” Legislators chose to 
use the Mexican word for the drug to inten- 
sify this connection. And pot regulation 
started in states near the Mexican border— 
where it was being imported at a rapid clip— 
and culminated in the 1937 Marihuana Tax 
Act, a federal law that made nearly all pot 
trafficking a crime. 


NONE OF THE LEGISLATION that prohibited 
marijuana sales was motivated by health con- 
cerns. In fact, the hearings leading up to the 
1937 law dealt very little with “this is your 
brain”-style issues: the main evidence used to 
demonstrate the ill effects of marijuana (other 
than its connection with Mexicans) was a few 
sensationalist articles from Hearst newspapers 
about how pot turned upstanding citizens 
into criminals. 

After the Marihuana Tax Act went into 
effect, law enforcement gradually cracked 
down on all the U.S. citizens trying frantically 
to grow their hippocampi. But people interest- 


annoying American PSAs ed in bringing scientific fact 
with Rachael Leigh Cook into this mystified kerfuffle 
smashing things and talking were also there trying to 


about “your brain on drugs” 

will have to be rethought—or possibly just 
erased from the nation’s cultural memory. 
Then again, with all those new brain cells we'll 
be growing, it might be hard for us to forget. 

1 don’t want to jump on the I-told-you-so 
bandwagon about this, because the U of $ 
Study comes with all the usual disclaimers: 
Rats aren’t the same as people; the drug the 
fats took wasn’t exactly the same as marijuana; 
the drug was administered-in ultradoses; don’t 
do this at home; et cetera. But it’s still hard 
not to dance around a little when I find a 
800d, solid scientific study that doesn’t just 
reiterate all the old propaganda about how pot 
rots your brain and turns you into a zombie. 

There are a lot of weird historical reasons 
for that propaganda, not the least of which is 
racism. Alcohol, a drug that is arguably more 
debilitating and socially destructive than pot, 
is a European vice. Pot, on the other hand, 
Was used by Natives across the Americas. It 
was outlawed in the United States during the 
1930s—roughly around the same time that 
young Natives were being rounded up and 
put into orphanages to be “civilized.” It was 
also around this time that black jazz musi- 
Clans were enjoying the weed as well. 

But no group was more closely associated 
with marijuana than Mexicans. In 1935 a 
representative from a California antidrug 
§toup told the New York Times, “Marihuana, 


remind everyone that drugs 
weren't the problem. 

I was reminded of this quite forcefully the 
other day when I picked up a first edition of 
Aldous Huxley’s 1946 monograph Science, Lib- 
erty, and Peace on the street in New York City’s 
East Village. In it, Huxley argues that the gov- 
ernment uses science to keep its citizens in 
line, thus perverting science from its aim of 
enlightenment. Huxley is also the author of 
another famous monograph, The Doors of Per- 
ception, a very eloquent defense of mescaline 
and other banned drugs as tools for mind 
expansion. As his novel Brave New World 
makes clear, Huxley was well aware of the neg- 
ative uses to which drugs could be put, but he 
still argued that people should be free to try 
them, because they might also have educa- 
tional properties nobody understood yet. 

The guys with stoned rats over at the U of 
S are scientists in the Huxley tradition: They 
refuse to be cowed by propaganda that pre- 
vents us from discovering the possible bene- 
fits of drugs. I don’t know about you, but I’m 
feeling kind of high on science right now. @ 


Annalee Newitz is a contributing editor at Wired 
magazine. Her forthcoming book, Pretend We're 
Dead (Duke University Press), is about monster 
movies and capitalism. Reprinted with permission 
from Featurewell.com. 
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Deck the Malls 


Continued from page 7 


practice the drywall mudding skills 
he learned in Winnipeg. Unable to 
find work without trade papers, he 
spends his nights in shelters or in 
holding cells for panhandling. He 
picks at the down coming out of the 
sleeve of his stained blue ski jacket as 
he considers the upcoming holiday. 

“] gotta send something to my 
Ma for Christmas,” says 27-year-old 
Laboucane. His ravaged features split 
into a grin as he describes a pair of 
earrings he saw in a shop window 
that his mother would love. He adds 
gruffly, “But it’s hard to save up the 
money, you know? When I call, she 
tells me she needs a new TV and the 
heat isn’t so good, but there’s noth- 
ing I can do about that.” When his 
younger sister starts talking about 


perfume from Britney Spears or the 
new X-Box, Laboucane tunes out. It’s 
easier to go get a bottle. 
www. EDMONTONDATENIGHT.COM ise rias teadua baanone mall 
getting together,” he murmuts. 
Laboucane takes a sip of his black cof- 
fee, winces and wraps his hands 
around the cup to absorb its heat. The 
barista watches him surreptitiously as 
he continues, “My dad died a while 
back and my brothers left. Christmas 
was never the same after that.” 
Laboucane would like to 
exchange gifts with the friends he has 
made here, but he can’t afford it and 
stealing presents isn’t worth the has- 
sle. “I imagine we'll hand around neat 
things we find,” he guesses, “maybe 
some smokes or pass around a bottle. 
We'll go out to the foodies for a cou- 
ple of good meals, but we gotta get to 
the shelters early. I hear they fill up 
fast on Christmas.” No matter where 
he ends up, Ray Laboucane will call 
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about, eh?” he smiles as he takes his 
coffee out into the frigid night. 


“THAT’S ABSOLUTELY what the sea- 
son means for me,” Polovick agrees. 
“Christmas is about personal time, 
reflecting on the year, and about 
family. If the kids have significant 
others, they are more than welcome, 
but the holidays are about spending 
time together.” 

Lewin thinks that Christmas 
should be a lot less stressful. “In 
Canada, people put a lot of pressure 
on the big family get-together,” she 
observes. “They make sure they have 
all their gifts bought and ready. 
While we were away, we found that 
Christmas was what we made of it.” 
Now, the Lewins do what they want, 
give to strangers and spend time 
with loved ones. 

In Fight Club, Brad Pitt declares 
that “advertising has us chasing cars 
and clothes, working jobs we hate so 
we can buy shit we don’t need.” 
While popular culture trumpets this 
perspective, it’s inextricably bound 
to the industry it decries. This deep 
schizophrenic division within our 
society manifests in shopping riots, 
buyer’s remorse and a neverending 
cycle of consumption. We all know 
the lesson learned by the Grinch, but 
still end up spending over $500 each 
on Christmas gifts that have little 
emotional meaning. 

By making gifts, by limiting 
spending and by spending Christmas 
together—away from corporate 
expectations—many have found a 
way to keep the holiday special. “We 
want to teach our daughter about 
giving,” Lewin smiles as her little girl 
hands her another picture. “If you're 
about money, Christmas can be all 
about spending, getting and keeping 
score on presents.” But if you try, it 
doesn’t have to be. © 


Three Dollar Bill 
Continued from page 4 
; this past August 31) banning gays 
from being ordained as priests. This is, 
{of course, a diversion to rid the church 
of those scapegoat faggots who make 
S up more than half—some say as much 


as 60 per cent—of the Catholic clergy. 


Think of it as a new Crusade, much like 
the anti-Muslim Third Crusade of Eng- 
land’s fabled King Richard |, better 

s §= known as Richard the Lionheart, the 
gay monarch after whom | was named. 

§ = Think of this as the Vatican's newest 

§ inquisition against gay priests and; by 
extension, gay people in every land 
around the globe. 


"The Church, while profoundly 
respecting the persons in question, 
cannot admit to the seminary or to 
holy orders those who practice-homo- 
H sexuality, present deep-seated homo- 
SATURDAY* DECEMBER 31 : _ sexual tendencies or support the 
so-called ‘gay culture,” the Vatican 
edict states. “Such persons, in fact, find 
themselves in a situation that gravely 
hinders them from relating correctly to 
men and women. One must in no way 
overlook the negative consequences 
that can derive from the ordination of 
persons with deep-seated homosexual 
tendencies.” 

Furthermore, the edict’s cover let- 
INEQNWHYTE ‘ w ter instructs bishops to prohibit previ- 
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ously ordained gay or gay-friendly 


priests from leading or teaching at 
seminaries. That gay priests are “intrin- 
sically disordered” | have no doubt: 
any faggot who wants to work for an 
employer as rabidly homophobic as 
the Roman Catholic Church must have 
a screw or two loose to begin with. As 
for Pope Benedict XVI, I’d rename him 
Benedict Arnold. 

In the Pontiff’s traditional New 
Year's Day “Message for the World Day 
of Peace,” already posted on the Vati- 
can’s official website, the Pope will 
again lie to his adoring throngs at Piaz- 
za San Pietro, or St. Peter’s Square 
“Peace is an irrepressible yearning pre- 

sent in the heart of each person, 
regardless of his or her particular cul- 
tural identity,” Benedict will say. “Con- 
sequently, everyone should feel 
committed to service of this great 
good, and should strive to prevent any 
form of untruth from poisoning rela- 
tionships. All people are members of 
one and the same family.” 
Except, apparently, for you and me. 
But as my parents have said time and 
again about the Roman Catholic 
Church, “If there is no room for our 
son in your church, then there is no 
room for your church in our home.” 

So instead this Christmas Day my 
family and | will celebrate the man 
born Jesus of Nazareth and whose 
message remains we are all one peo- 
ple, gay and straight. 

Merry Christmas. © 
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By DARREN ZENKO 


The Artful Roger 


Have | mentioned that | saw the Doom 
movie? It’s weird; | keep forgetting I've 
seen it. Every time | remind myself that 
I did, indeed, sit in a theatre and watch 
it, some other, higher-priority memo- 
ry—a funny thing my cat did; the price 
of canned organic navy beans at Save- 
On; the name of my cousin’s dog— 
moves in and nudges it out my ear and 
into the gutter. The process started 
about 10 seconds after the end credits; 
walking out into the lobby, the film was 
already indistinct... something about a 
martian super-race and the “soul chro- 


mosome,” zombies trapped in walls, 
the Rock turning into a crazy mutant... 
something something something... | 
dunno; it’s almost all gone. The worst 
was two days after the screening, when 
| turned to my buddy Steve and said, 
brightly, “Hey! We should go see 
Doom!” He just looked at me with this 
look of crushed despair. It was a real 
Flowers For Algemon kind of scene. 

It’s axiomatic that movies based on 
game franchises suck ass hard. The only 
good game movie—!'m taking back my 
self-hypnosis-induced enthusiasm for 
Resident Evil; sorry, everybody—was 
(maybe) Mortal Kombat, and that only 
because of that one song about Sub 
Zero (“Whooooa / Chinese ninja warrior 
/ with your heart so cold...”). Game 
movies are so terrible that even people 
who like terrible things—and judging 
from sales figures and box-office 
receipts, that’s most gamers and movie- 
goers—can't stand them. They're so ter- 
rible they make games themselves seem 
worse than they are. That must be what 
happened to Hollywood Tastemaker 
Roger Ebert. Check it out; it started with 
his review of Doom, when he thumbed 


down that piece of shit so hard a tiny 
little smidgen of feces flew off across the 
boundaries between media: “The 
movie,” Ebert wrote, “has been 
‘inspired by’ the famous video game. 
No, I haven't played it, and | never will, 
but | know how it feels not to play it, 
because I’ve seen the movie. Doom is 
like some kid came over and is using 
your computer and won't let you play.” 

“| haven't played it, and | never 
will’ is a pretty standard critical pooh- 
pooh phrase: it’s no doubt factual, and 
it’s not really malicious, but it’s hard to 
read it without hearing an accent of 
snobbishness and condescension. That 
hint of snobbery is enough to push the 
buttons of gamers who, like every vari- 
ety of nerd, are touchy little princesses. 
Defensive emails from gamers began 
to flow into his mailbox, and in his 
“Answer man” column, Ebert clarified 
his position on videogames: 

“| believe books and films are better 
mediums, and better uses of my time. 
But how can | say that when | admit | 
am unfamiliar with video games? 
Because | have recently seen classic 
films by Fassbinder, Ozu, Herzog, Scors- 
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nier just once for a shot at prizes for two: 


ese and Kurosawa, and have recently 
read novels by Dickens, Cormac 
McCarthy, Bellow, Nabokov and Hugo, 
and if there were video games in the 
same league, someone somewhere 
who was familiar with the best work in 
all three mediums would have made a 
convincing argument in their defense.” 
Now, that’s some weak shit... 
games are inferior to books and movies 
because he doesn’t know of any great 
games. And how could a “convincing 
argument” for the greatness of a game 
be framed in such a way as to be per- 
suasive to him? Great movies argue 
themselves when you watch them, 
great books argue themselves when 
you read them... how could a great 
game argue itself to Ebert, who will not 
play it—probably cannot play it, since 
full participation in all but the simplest 
of games requires a more elaborate set 
of basic physical and mental skills than 
does viewing a movie, a skill-set Ebert 
(stereotypically, for one of his genera- 
tion) lacks and does not care to gain? 
Arrgh... anyway, Ebert’s statement 
was less an argument than a challenge, 
a challenge the gamer community 
took up with gust in message boards 
and blog postings, throwing up names 
like Shigeru Miyamoto and Will Wright 
as counterparts to Nabokov and Scors- 
ese, titles like Full Throttle and Final Fan- 
tasy as analogues of Ran and Little 
Dorrit. Wankjob listmaking, a nerd spe- 
cialty; also, it was firmly established 
that Roger Ebert was in fact stupid, fat, 
old and probably a fag. If you know 
how gamers write, you can imagine 
the subliterate screeds Ebert's email 
drones had to wade through to find 
something printable to respond to. 
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And in his response, Ebert took the 
fight to the level he should have taken 
it to from the beginning: 

“Video games by their nature 
require player choices, which is the 
opposite of the strategy of serious film 
and literature, which requires authori- 
al control. | am prepared to believe 
that video games can be elegant, sub- 
tle, sophisticated, challenging and 
visually wonderful. But | believe the 
nature of the medium prevents it 
from moving beyond craftsmanship to 
the stature of art.” 

Now, Ebert’s tossed a few good 
sticks of dry birch onto.the smouldering 
debate over whether or not video 
games can be considered art. The 
answer, to a flexible-minded person, is 
an obvious “yes”; Ebert's reasoning 
here shows where he’s hung up. The 
problem is a fixation on narrative; Ebert 
can’t see games as art because he can’t 
get his head around the idea that a 
work having a different ending, a differ- 
ent middle, and quite possibly a differ- 
ent beginning for each participant can 
be coherent to the degree a novel can. 
He can’t understand that authorial con- 
trol in games extends beyond “telling a 
story” and into the art of creating play 
experiences—a very young art form, 
and one he and many others cannot 
fully appreciate, but valid. 

That said, most video games—like 
most movies and most books—stink on 
ice. The games industry, like the movie 
industry and the publishing industry, 
relies on safe formulae and lowest- 
common-denominator pandering to 
keep the black ink flowing. And it’s all 
getting worse, not better... let’s pick 
this up in two weeks, shall we? © 
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So many turns, So 
little time at Golden, 
B.C.’s Kicking 
Horse resort 


By CAROLYN NIKODYM 


were chomping at the bit by 
the time Friday rolled around. 
For a whole week, my 
boyfriend Jamie and I counted down 
the sleeps until we would be on the 
toad to Golden, where we would 
wake up to see the snow-covered 
Rockies outside of our window 
instead of the apartment building 
next door. Every delay, every stop we 
had to make before we left the city 
seemed like insufferable torture. 

Jim at Pacesetter Ski Shoppe 
seemed to sense our excitement. 
“We'll have you guys out of here in a 
couple of minutes,” he kept telling 
us, and as we waited for Jamie’s 
rental gear, the two of them chatted 


about early season conditions at Mar- 
mot and Louise. Kicking Horse in 
Golden was boasting a 140-centime- 
tre base in the upper bowls for their 
opening weekend, and we couldn't 
wait to make some turns in it. 

Driving down the highway 
towards Calgary, the moon rose in a 
fiery red ball behind us, and we 
shared stories of cross-country skiing 
under a full moon in the mountains. 
Snow becomes luminous, highlight- 
ing turns between towering Douglas 
firs, and glowing mountaintops 
hover high in the sky. It was dark 
before we hit the edge of the Rock- 
ies, but the highway was clear 
through the parks, and each turnoff 
we passed brought us closer to our 
destination. We looked forward to 
putting our feet up in front of a fire- 
place after six hours in a car. 


OUR ROOM AT THE Mountaineer 
looked right out onto the slopes, 
and the hum of the gondola woke 
up Jamie in the morning. Too excit- 
ed to watch the kettle boil and too 


antsy to pace the room until I woke 
up, he headed out to the day lodge 
to grab us both some tea, When he 
came back to tell me the lifts would 
be open in half an hour, I knew 
what that meant. He wanted to go, 
and he followed me around the 
room as I wiped the sleep from my 
eyes and (too) leisurely put on my 
long johns and snow pants. If we'd 
gotten to Golden just a couple of 


minutes earlier, we would have 
made it to the grocery store before it 
closed, and I would have woken up 
to the smell of a cooking breakfast; 
instead, I had to suffer Jamie’s antici- 
pation as he scuttled me out the 
door, still zipping up my jacket, so 
that we could eat breakfast at the 
day lodge. But his excitement was 
contagious, and we wolfed down our 
eggs and toast as we jealously 
watched the first skiers disappear up 
through the low cloud surrounding 


the gondola. 

Frost clung to the gondola’s win- 
dows, teasing us with blurred visions 
of the runs below us. But as we 
climbed the mountain, the early sea- 
son hazards of rocks and trees disap- 
peared under the snow, and about 
halfway up our car came out of the 
cloud, leaving the sun’s warmth to 
slowly melt the frost from the win- 
dows and expose the peaks all 
around us. This is what we had wait- 
ed for since we'd ventured out for 
Marmot's opening weekend three 
weeks earlier. We vowed not to 
attack the mountain as hard as we 
had in Jasper, where, doing eight 
runs before noon, our first-day legs 
were mush by 2 p.m. 

The Golden Eagle Express lets out 
on top of a mountain ridge, and 
there are peaks as far as the eye can 
see. The low-lying cloud looked like a 
giant lake in the valley, lapping up 
the shores of the mountainsides. On 
a clear day, you'd be able to see Gold- 
en, but that wasn’t why we were 
here. We were here to carve some 


Photo courtesy of Kicking Horse 


good turns, and while the snow was 
hard-packed and chunky, there was 
plenty of it up top. It wasn’t long 
before we settled into the groove, 
taking the eerily named Stairway to 
Heaven chair up to Blue Heaven peak 
over and over again, checking out 
the crazy lines people were taking 
down the black diamond runs below 
us and cutting some of our own lines 
down the blues. 

Although there are plenty of blue 
and green runs off the chair, Jamie 
convinced me to take a black dia- 
mond once to switch things up. If 
it’s possible to have Bambi legs on a 
snowboard, | did. I carved from one 
side of My Blue Heaven clear across 
to the other nervously, terrified to 
point my board straight down the 
hill into the sea of moguls below. I 
eventually made it down unscathed, 
though, and I wanted more, only a 
touch easier, and that wasn’t too 
hard to find. 

Riding down the 10-kilometre 


SEE PAGE 17 
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Great early-season 0: first family day trip of the ski 


season saw us driving to Nakiska 


SNOW awaits at lon its opening Saturday. 
Calgary’s closest Nakiska’s tagline is “Calgary’s closest 


mountain,” and it’s less than an 


Box 2280, Banff, Alberta, Canada TIL 1C1 i. 
hp cca iy v mountain hour on the Trans-Canada, just 83 
www.xcskisundance.com kilometres from the city limits. Our 

: By LACHLAN MACKINTOSH family troika was coming at Nakiska 


from the other direction, however, 


10323 -78 Ave, Edmonton * 433-1181 * www.unitedcycle.com 


having left Banff in the morning 
heading east towards Calgary before 
dodging south for 15 minutes at the 
Kananaskis turnoff. 

For anyone who hasn't driven 
into K-country lately, I ask you to 
cast your mind back to a time when 
the words “Heritage Fund” meant 
something in Alberta. As the mailing 
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date of our $400 pour-another- 
round-for-Ralph cheque nears, I’m 
thinking about K-country: this is 


what our government did with oil ~ 


money a generation ago, back when 
they had the crazy idea of sticking 
the moniker “Progressive” in front of 
“Conservative.” ~ 

But enough politics—back to our 
family ski day. Our first stop wasn’t 
Nakiska, but the Canmore Bagel 
Company, where I ordered two Ami- 
gos—an egg with peppers, salsa, and 
cream cheese on a toasted parmozza 
bagel—while Christy ducked next 
door to Café Books to buy a Christ- 
mas gift for her cousin. We got our 
21-month-old daughter Amanda set 
up in a high chair and got our first 
glimpse of pure parenting satisfac- 
tion: ten minutes of calm while she 
pulled melted cheese away from her 
bagel. Christy and I were just happy 
to get a chance to eat our breakfast 
and drink a cup of coffee. Within half 


an hour we were back on the road. 


ANOTHER HALF-HOUR LATER, we 
pulled into the spacious Nakiska 
parking lot. While we got our gear 
out of the car, the pungent smell of 
dope reached us, presumably from 
the car with its doors wide open and 
the three snowboards lying pell-mell 
next to it. Once we had our gear in 
order, we found the daycare where 
Marie-Claude from Quebec was 
happy to have her first customer of 
the ski season. Amanda quickly 
reconnoitered the four corners of the 
facility, cautious but content to have 
so much stuff all to herself, and 
climbed a big plastic slide while we 
give Marie-Claude the lowdown. 

The rental shop, set up like a 
backwoods bank with a rock ‘n’ roll 
sound system, was right around the 
corner. “Skiing or boarding today?” 
asked a young guy with an accent 
while Christy filled out her specs. 
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First stop was neither skis nor boots 
nor a board, however, but a bright 
wall of helmets..By-the time we 
picked up our lift tickets, dropped 
Amanda off at the daycare, and com- 
pleted the streamlined ski rental 
process, there was only one thing left 
to do before hitting the slopes—find 
the bathrooms. 


As soon as we were whisked away 


by a high-speed quad chair, we knew 
the arduous process of getting our 
toddler out the door was worth it. I 
put my arm around Christy's shoul- 
ders as if we were back on one of our 
first dates, and we tilted our heads 
back and looked up at the blue-and- 
white sky. Chinook-fueled clouds 
blasted above the mountaintop with 
surreal speed. 


Once we finally began skiing, | 
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was immediately surprised by how 
good the early-season snow was, and 
it helped that the morning light had 
softened the groomed runs. Every 
mountain has its own relationship 
with the sun: Nakiska, the 7,415 foot 
peak formerly known as Mount Allen, 
is bathed in shadows all afternoon. 
We skied off the Silver Chair most of 
the day with a junket up to the Gold 
Chair so we could get as close as pos- 
sible to where Italy’s Alberto Tomba 
began his descent towards double 
Olympic gold back in 1988. 


OF COURSE, the first ski day of the 
winter meant my thighs were on fire, 
and there were a limited number of 
turns I could make with focus and 
technique before my burning legs 
made me lazy. At one point, I 
stopped halfway down the run to 
rest and raised my sights from the 
flat light to the heave and jumble of 
peaks along the Kananskis River. On 


the way down, we skied past the 
snow sculpture of the Super Pipe, 
still under construction. 

Back at the daycare, Amanda was 
still having a great time pulling ani- 
mals and toys from their long hiber- 
nation. After a quick diaper change, 
we were off to the day lodge to check 
out the after-ski fare. It was odd but 
delightful to find a Montreal! smoked 
meat sandwich on the menu. Even 
odder, we were charged for a beef 
dip. But billing aside, our Australia 
waitress, like all the staff at Nakiska 
did her utmost to make e i 
ence enjoyable. I only 
thought we'd entered th 
Saloon in Dead 


e Ti 


if I'd like to “settle my 
Driving back to Bar e early 
winter dark, our daughter cor out 


in her car seat, Christ 


and I agreed it 
was a heck of a good December day, 
and we were glad we’d visited Cal- 
gary’s closest mountain. © 
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Rabbit Hill -GOcm base, all lifts and runs in operation, terrain park open 


ow.skate.wake 


Can. Olympic Park - 75cm base, open for daily operation 

Fortress - 7cm now snow, 54cm base, opening soon 

Lake Louise - 1cm new snow, 61 - 125cm base, 10 lifts and 86 rans open 

Marmot Basin - 50cm base, all main lifts incl. Knob Chair and 59 run open 

Mt. Norquay - 68cm base, 4 lifts and 13 runs open 

Nakiska -14-54cm base, 5 lifts and 22 runs open 

Pass Powderkeg - 55 - 70cm base, lower liftopen 

Sunshine -3cm new snow, 85cm base, 12 lifts incl. Goats Eye and 99 runs w/ Ski Outopen 
Tewatinaw - opening Dec 23 and then Dec 26 - Jan 8 


B.C. 
Apex -5cm new snow, 68cm base, 3ilifts and 14 runs open 
Big White - 8cm new snow, 84cm base, 10 lifts and 29 runs open 
Fairmont - excellent snow conditions, 100% of terrain open 
Fernie -5Scm new snow, 101cm base, 9 lifts end 95 runs and terrain park open 
Kicking Horse - 71cm base, 61 runs, open daily 
Kimberley -2cm new snow, 56cm base, 4 lifts and 15 runs open, night skiing 
] Dec 26-3ist 
Mt. Washington - opening TBA 
Panorama -4cm new snow, 56cm base, all lifts open 
Powder Ming - 35 - 110cm base, 2 lifts and 10 runs open 
Powder Springs -3cm new snow, 30 - 80cm base, closed for Xmas, 
reopening Dec 27 
Red Min -Gcm new snow, 89cm base, 5 lifts open 
] Silver Stor - 65 - 95cm base, 9 lifts and 78 runs 
Sun Peaks - 66cm base 
Whistler Blackcomb - 5cm new snow, 71cm base, half pipes and terrain 
parks open 
Whitewater -8cm now snow, 130cm base, discount ratesin effect 


USA 
Big Mtn - 34 - 87cm base, 6 lifts and 85 runs open, sight skiing 
starts Dec 26 
| Big Sky - 1cm new snow, 72-112cm base, 14 lifts open 
1) Crystal Mtn - 160cm base, 43 runs and 5 lifts, 96% open 
49 Degrees - 65 - 120cm base, 48 runs, 3 lifts and terrain park 
open 
Great Divide Ski Area - 50- 75cm base, 3 lifts and 70 rums open 
Lookout Pass - 60 - 122cm base, 3 lifts and 25 runs open 
Mt. Spokane - 62-112cm base 
Schweitzer Mtn - 55 - 95cm base, disc rates in offect, early season 
4 hazards exist 
Silver Mtn - 30 - G7cm base, night shiing Dec 26- 31st 
Sun Valley -2cm new snow, 72- 132cm base 
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By COLIN CATHREA 


No matter how you try, sometimes you 
just can’t teach something to some- 
one. | have taught ski students who 
have a mental block that stops them 
from grasping a specific task until they 
have that “lightbulb moment.” But 
getting from teaching to revelation 
isn’t always easy; sometimes instructors 
will use teaching aids to help that 
lightbulb go off. 

One of the best examples | was 
shown by my ski-school director for 
teaching novice skiers was to play soc- 
cer. He explained that trying to teach a 
novice skier to alternate edges by 
explaining the mechanics—rolling the 
knees and legs, and transferring your 
weight—can be too much to absorb. 
So he took out a big ball and rolled it 
down the bunny hill. He had us play 


. : eae vb? 
st ri 


soccer while the ball cruised down the 
slope. After several practice sessions 
with the ball, we got on the hill and 
realized we were skiing sideways, back- 
wards, and rolling our edges without 
even thinking about it. 

Whether you're taking a lesson or 
just working on your ski technique, 
there are many different aids you can 
use to grasp a difficult concept. Ski 
instructors are full of good hints to get 
you past that mental block. For exam- 
ple, holding your ski poles out front to 
remind you to keep your body facing 
down the hill, or thinking of your nip- 
ples as headlights to shine down the 
hill (no sense directing your high 
beams into the bushes, unless they’re 
straight in front of you). You can con- 
centrate on keeping a balanced stance 
by pretending you're carrying two 
cases of beer, or work on keeping slight 
forward pressure on your boots by 
imagining you're trying to hold a dime 
against the front tongue of the liner. 

Another one is to think of the 
action of pole plants as simply flicking 
the wrist. Good instructors can break 
bad habits by installing a new memory 
chip in your brain that will keep you 
thinking about the new task by using 
these types of learning aids. Just 
another reason to take a lesson from a 
good, qualified instructor instead of 
cousin Homer. @ 


a. fall 
fee ines 


By HART GOLBECK 


Check out the crack in 
the bucket 


Last Saturday afternoon, a snowboarder 
friend of mine had his crash of a lifetime 
at Rabbit Hill. After landing a jump his 
momentum propelled him backwards 
and his head whipped back, hitting the 
icy slope. Although cracked and severely 
damaged upon impact, the brain-buck- 
et he was wearing most certainly saved 
his life. As luck would have it, a local 
neurosurgeon was on the same slope at 
the time and he witnessed and then 
attended to the accident. Rabbit Hill 
staff and safety personnel provided 
excellent first-aid support and backup 
services to ensure the patient received 
the proper care. He suffered a major 
concussion as a result of the fall but is 
now resting comfortably (although with 
a severe headache), thanks to the dedi- 
cated efforts of hill staff and patrol, a 
quick-acting neurosurgeon and one 
dented but invaluable helmet. 


Oh, Canada 


Wow, what a weekend. After a strong 
showing on Saturday, Canadian skiers 
had the most amazing day last Sun- 
day on the World Cup circuit, winning 
eight medals. Spruce Grove’s Jennifer 
Heil won a gold in freestyle moguls, 
while Beckie Scott paired up with Sara 


Renner to win silver at a pairs sprint 
event in cross-country skiing, continu- 
ing her white-hot pace (Scott took 
gold a day earlier in a singles cross- 
country ski event). Emily Brydon won 
bronze in a women’s Super-G and 
Francois Bourque matched his best 
career finish with a bronze in men’s 
giant slalom. Freestyle skiers added to 
the bounty with several more medals. 
With all these events spread across the 
globe from Canmore to Alta Badia, 
Italy, it really spread the good Canadi- 
an name around and served notice for 
the upcoming Winter Olympics. 
Canadian organizers are hoping for 
Canada to finish third at these 
upcoming games and, although a 
lofty goal, things seem to be falling 
into place nicely. 


A history of skiing 


Organized alpine skiing has been 
around for barely more than 75 years, 
but in that time, 300 major resorts 
have sprung up in 40 countries world- 
wide, from Jasper to Kazakhstan, play- 
ing host to at least 40 million skiers. 
Nordic skiing first appeared on stone 
carvings dating back 4,500 years, but 
it wasn’t until thousands of years later 
that skis, poles, boots and bindings 
developed into usable equipment for 
the slopes. In 1850, a Norwegian 
named Sondre Norheim made consid- 
erable improvements to a leather Tele- 
mark binding that allowed him to 
demonstrate hill descents which 
included turning and carving. By 1911 
the first downhill race was organized 
and in the ‘20s and’30s ski teachers, ski 
builders and inventors were in the 
States starting the North American ski 
boom. It then took another 75 years to 
figure out that shorter, fatter and 
shaped skis were much easier and 
more effective on the slopes. © 
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Kicking Horse 


Continued from page 13 


ski-out was exhausting on my back 
leg after a long day, but when we 
descended back through the cloud 
halfway down, our surroundings 
turned into a beautiful winter won- 
derland. Ice crystals glistened and 
danced in the air, fir trees sagged 
with the weight of the snow, and 
frost coated the spiny branches of 
leafless bushes. We passed by the 
grizzly preserve at mid-mountain as 
quietly as possible—we weren’t sure 
if this was where the local grizzly 
Boo winters, but we didn’t want to 
find out—and we looked longingly 
at the lower runs that weren’t yet 
open, although neither of us would 


motor coach 


1.800.232.1958 


al departures daily: 
C Igary 
Red Deer 
Edmonton 
Fort McMurray 
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have had enough steam to take them 
on at that point, anyway. We only 
had visions of a hot tub soak and a 
hearty meal in our heads. 

Standing out on our room’s bal- 
cony early the next morning, it was- 
n’t easy to say goodbye—there were 
sO Many more turns to be had!—but 
we had a brunch date in Canmore 
with some old friends. The sun 
burned through the clouds as we 
headed back into Alberta, giving us 
an unimpeded view of Lake Louise 
and Mount Norquay along the way. 
Oh, to be a ski bum! And as we 
drove on, from Canmore to 
Cochrane, from Cochrane to Airdrie, 
and up into Red Deer, we marveled 
that the Rockies were still visible, 
cutting a jagged silhouette against 
the setting sun. © 
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French Meadows 
delivers new 
favourites to 

an old customer 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 
(102 ave. and 100A st.) 
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By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 
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Hee are brutal on the sched- 
with family, friends or a drink 


'We Have Your 
Christmas Covered. 


Purchase a $50 gift card 
and receive a beautiful boxed set 
of two Big Life” glasses FREE!* 


Moxie’s gift cards are easy 
to give andeasytouse. © - 


Moxie’s gift cards are 
available in any 
denomination and can 
be redeemed at all 45 
locations across Canadia. 


“Glasses available 
while quantities last. 
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French lessons 


after work, I’m preparing for or 
recovering from the same. Some- 
times, my wife and I just don’t have 
the time or energy to put together a 
nutritious and savoury meal for our 
little family. Luckily, 1 live within 
the delivery area of downtown's 
French Meadows Artisan Bak- 
ery Café. 

I swing by French Meadows for 
the occasional mochaccino or fresh 
pasta salad. On a recent visit, I 
picked up the new delivery menu 
and pledged to use it the next time I 
craved an alternative to delivery 
pizza. On a chilly Monday evening, 
my wife grabbed the phone and we 
put our heads together over their 
surprisingly extensive selection. 

Despite introducing some delec- 
table hot entrees under its new man- 
agement, sandwiches are still the 
mainstay of this café. I selected a 
chicken melt ($6.95) and my wife 
chose her favourite Croque Mon- 
sieur ($6.75). We skipped the tempt- 
ing salad section, which ranged up 
to a $5.95 Caesar, and decided on 


the wonton soup ($5.95) for our 
daughter. My wife wasn’t sure why 
“noodles” were extra, but ordered 
them anyway for an additional 
$1.50. In this dessert-heavy season, 
we avoided the rich, freshly-baked 
cheesecakes in favour of a simple, 
mixed berry strudel ($2.99). 

My wife was very pleased with 
the friendly, helpful voice on the 
other end of the line and she 
caught me flat-footed when she 
asked for my choice of bread for 
the chicken melt. Stunned, I agreed 
to the first option: olive and white 
cheddar. My wife opted for sour- 
dough bread and at the end of the 
call, the voice estimated a half- 
hour for delivery. 


TWENTY MINUTES LATER, | start- 
ed our own coffee and our apart- 
ment’s buzzer rang before it 
finished brewing. “They kind of 
chintzed out on the soup,” my wife 
deadpanned when she returned 
from the lobby. My eyes grew wide 
with disbelief as she pulled a huge 
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one-litre container out of the 
brown bag. Our toddler went 
bananas, chanting, “Soup! Soup! 
Soup!” as we dished it out. 

The substantial sandwiches, 
served grilled, were still warm upon 
arrival. My chicken salad created a 
hearty layer between two wide slices 
of chewy olive and white cheddar 
loaf: plenty of cheddar sank into the 
chicken to form a deliciously gooey 
mess, a hint of powdered mustard 
lending a zing. A dill pickle wedge 
accompanied the sandwich, but a 
tiny house salad would not have 
‘been unwelcome. I’m not sure | 
would have had room for it, but 
fresh greens would have offered 
some balance. 

My wife was very satisfied with 
her tasty sourdough slices, which 
ctadled a hefty portion of ham and 
tomatoes enveloped in melted Swiss. 
She found the bottom slice a little 
soggy from transport (I simply 
flipped my own over for a firmer 
base when I encountered the same). 
We sipped at our perfectly fine 


home-brewed coffees, but I found 
myself yearning for one of French 
Meadows’ sinful bubble teas. 


WE SAVOURED EVERY BITE of our 
sandwiches, but our stolen slurps 
told us that our daughter enjoyed 
the best meal of the evening. Her 
broth was deceptively mild and less 
salty than most wonton soups, but 


E|DELIVERY 


the outrageous amounts of huge 
broccoli spears and enormous won- 
tons packed with meaty goodness 
stole the show. If those weren’t 
enough, almost half the container 
was packed with delicious udon 
noodles that were added for that 
extra $1.50! Our toddler quickly 
learned to blow on the soup before 
each bite and made quite a dent in 
the take-out container before declar- 
ing herself, “All done!” Lunch the 
next day was covered for both her 
and her mother. 


Qrape 


expectations 


The slice of mixed berry strudel 
was the last treat unwrapped from 
its nearly hermetic cling-film seal. 
The strudel might have been even 
better slightly warmed, but my wife 
tore it into thirds for us before I 
had the chance to pop it in the 
microwave. My daughter and | bit 
into our flaky, sugar-encrusted 
treats and enjoyed the boisterous 
berry bursts on our tongues. This 
dessert was a terrific end to our lit- 
tle feast. 

French Meadows offers a fresh 
alternative to the typical pizza-or- 
chicken debate. Our $30 bill, 
including tax and tip, was negligi- 
ble, and we were well fed and ready 
for the Christmas gift baking binge 
that followed. With service seven 
days a week, I am sure we will be 
exploring more of their tasty offer- 
ings in the hectic holiday evenings 
to come. O 
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By JAMES LYLE 


THIS WEEK: La Frenz Riesling Small Lots 
2004 ($17) 


| don’t drink white wine often, though occasion- 
ally | find a white that thrills me. And interesting- 
ly, many of the white that have captured my 
interest are made in the Okanagan, and in par- 
ticular involve the Riesling grape. 

Now, | know what you are thinking: Rieslings 
are like soda pop, with sweetness so strong you 
could stand a spoon in a glass of it. Well, | am 
thrilled to announce there are winemakers cur- 
rently doing wonderful things with Riesling. No 
longer is it necessary for them to be like dessert 
wines; they can be off-dry or dry and still hold 
the wonders in taste that have made this arane 
SO popular in Europe. 

| ordered a couple bottles of this wine Rife ! 


placed my last order for La Frenz reds, and I've 
been so happy with this winery’s reds in the past 
that | felt their whites deserved a chance. As you 
might have guessed, | was not disappointed. 
Upon pouring, this wine presented a crisp-look- 
ing off-white hue. Surely, one of the most attrac- 
tive-looking wines | have ever poured. The nose 
was refreshing, fruity and carried an amazing 
scent of apples. 

The taste was rich in acidity that held the 
wine on your palate for the full experience. As | 
sampled and swished it around in my mouth, | 
found it had a warming presence and never lost 
the fruit that so intrigued me. Though the wine 
was not a dry as | would have hoped, | found 
myself going for another glass. 

What else can you say about a wine so 
thrilling that it's only flaw is one specific to the 
reviewers personal taste? My only regret is | only 
have one bottle left! © 
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Into the Blue 


Downtown’s Blue 
Willow Restaurant a 
great place to enjoy 
some unorthodox 
Christmas eats 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


into downtown Edmonton's past: 

the restaurant has been at its 
“new” location since before our 
laughing young hostess was born. 
She descended from her precarious 
perch on a chair to show us to a 
table, then returned to stringing gar- 
land above pictures of famous faces 
enjoying Asian delicacies. The interi- 
or was a raucous collection of Chi- 
nese art, restaurant awards, 1970s 


BR Willow's history extends far 


decor and Christmas lights. One 
incredible black and white winter 
photo showed the Blue Willow's 
original location on Jasper and 100 
Street, back in 1958. More than any- 
thing else, the Willow’s staying 
power attests to the quality of their 
cuisine and service. 4 
For the first time, we arrived 
before our guests and busied our- 
selves with the usual arrival routine: 


EICHINESE _| 


flood our daughter with toy options 
and ice chips while we peruse the 
menu. At Chinese food restaurants, 
my wife generally opts for a combi- 
nation and tonight was no different. 
She suggested that we order the $72 
Deluxe Dinner for Four, as well as 
two plates of three spring rolls ($2.75 


each) and a round of green tea. 

Our friends arrived with their 
unwell daughter in tow, who 
required one parent to be away from 
the table with her at any given time. 
We engaged ourselves with the free 
parent, exchanging gifts and catch- 
ing up on holiday chit-chat as course 
after course of Blue Willow's famous 
delicacies were delivered to our table. 

The offerings before us put oth- 
ers to shame: this is how Asian cui- 
sine should be, and any variation is 
either a chef's showboating or an 
unfortunate mistake. For example, 
Blue Willow’s spring rolls were the 
essence of spring rolls: hot, crisp and 
packed with tasty filling; even the 
packaged plum sauce couldn't 
detract from their perfection. 

The rest of our appetizers accom- 
panied the spring rolls to mixed 
reviews. The barbecued pork loin 
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was a little tough, but the battered, 
juicy butterfly shrimp was so tasty 
we regretted only receiving one each. 
“Foil chicken” was an oddity, but 
once I peeled back the foil, its lus- 
cious aroma erased any doubts. My 
daughter and I scraped every oily 
scrap of tender, savoury chicken 
from its foil envelope. 


OUR FRIENDS TAGGED OFF midway 
through the appetizers so both par- 
ents could eat and take turns offering 
tasty morsels to their unresponsive 
daughter. Our plates were quickly 
cleared to make room for five metal 
chafing dishes over paraffin flames. 
As each cover was swept off, delec- 
table aromas wafted across the table 
to combine into an olfactory nirvana. 
The Chicken in Nest and Blue 
Willow beef steak appeared delicious- 
ly identical in their mounds of crisp 
vegetables, though I preferred the _ 
mouthwatering beef. Our nest was a 
bit of a misnomer: the interwoven 
potato strips, deep fried en masse, 
were an interesting alternative to 
7 fries. Our fried rice was heavily laced 
with soy sauce and concealed 
enough veggie, meat and egg tidbits 
to keep us munching. 

Two of the dishes, however, were 
simply outstanding. I am a sucker for 
a good sweet and sour dish, but the 
Cantonese-style sweet and sour pork 
went above and beyond. The light, 
tangy sauce wasn’t the orange treacle 
I was used to, and I loved the flavour 
that suffused the dense pieces of pork. 
Top honours went to the Chow Har 
Loke, which was enormous shrimp 
cooked with stewed tomatoes and 
thick vegetables. I was twice warned 

to stop bogarting the chafing dish. 
Despite the best efforts of four 
, hungry adults, a voracious toddler 
and a little girl whose appetite 
perked up over the evening, we were 
defeated by the amount of food on 


. our table. We asked for the remain- 
\ der to be thrown into two boxes for 


at-home enjoyment. We each 
enjoyed a bowl of rich ice cream, ' 
then received the final touch: our 5 
waiter twirled warm facecloths onto 


q each of our outstretched fingers, ha ~ “ | 
inspiring my daughter to unsuccess- ‘ vO ] inc 1 two-toppe DIZZ | 
fully copy his technique. A a? a a 
One hundred dollars later, 5 1: - ‘Dp jy secs 4 2 a Se 
€s Or = ana iz Ge1iici S pe 


bundled up our daughters for a trip 
through the Legislature grounds. 
After an evening of stunning cuisine, 
impeccable service, twin shrieks of 
delight at miles of Christmas lights 
strung around the Leg, carolers and a 
stroll past a collection of demented 
gingerbread houses, we were truly . ‘ 
filled with Christmas cheer. © ¥ Prices do not inclode'GST; delivery or applica 


| including tax and generous tip, we a hitr : 
: 
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Based on true events, 
Wolf Creek is a 
gruesome bloodletting in 
the Australian Outback 


By TYSON KABAN 


a good horror movie. No matter how dis- 

gusting the carnage or disturbing the situa- 
tion, in most cases, you can confidently say 
that whatever goes down on screen could 
never happen in real life. That costumed vil- 
lain? He'd never be invulnerable or have the 
ability to be in two places at once. That afflict- 
ed heroine? She'd just start running and call 
the cops instead of attempting to diffuse the 
situation on her own with a kitchen knife. 

Unfortunately, Wolf Creek isn’t that kind 
of horror movie. Everything about it seems 
plausible—and not just because of the film- 
maker's admission that the film is “based on 
true events.” Inspired by the “Backpacker 
Murders,” a string of real-life disappearances 
and deaths that occurred 


| ee something vaguely comforting about 


during the ’90s in Australia, 
Wolf Creek follows three 


young and pretty travelers 
making their way east across the outback in a 
cheap and beat-up station wagon. Liz Hunter 
(Cassandra Magrath) and Kristy Earl (Kestie 
Morassi) are from England and have hooked 
up with native Aussie Ben Mitchell (Nathan 
Phillips), and the trio decides to take a detour 
to visit one of the continent’s natural won- 
ders, the uninhabited Wolf Creek, a meteor 
crash-site in the middle of nowhere. « 
Returning from their hike, they discover 
their car won't start. As darkness falls, a seem- 
ingly gentle Outbacker named Mick (John Jar- 
ratt) offers to tow them and their vehicle to 
his compound where he can repair their car 
for free. Sounds too good to be true, but the 
naive youth accept his offer and after a three- 
hour tow in the wrong direction the trio soon 
finds themselves drugged, bound, gagged and 
at the mercy of a deranged Crocodile Dundee. 
In his first feature, writer-director Greg 


Up the Creel 


McLean has made a technically perfect film. 
There are numerous beautiful shots of the 
unforgiving Australian sun, desert and 
wildlife, which serve to highlight the back- 
packers’ devastating situation, and McLean 
deftly cuts out the instrumental score at some 
of the film’s most suspenseful moments, 
removing the telltale clues that something ter- 
tible is about to happen. The two actresses, 
meanwhile, make the best out of their charac- 
ters. Magrath is the good girl of the pair, with 
a schoolgirl crush on Phillips’s character and 
the ability to maintain a level head through- 
out the extremely authentic carnage. As Kristy, 
Morassi’s sobs and wails are almost more 
unsettling than whatever the insane Mick has 
in store for these helpless young women. 


BUT WHAT ULTIMATELY RENDERS this film 
unwatchable is its content. Suffice it to say, 
there are some really fucked up moments in the 
movie's last half. Creepy, sadistic torture scenes 
with misogynistic undertones and a chase scene 
that, from the beginning, holds not even the 
slightest bit of hope that someone good is 
going to make it out alive. And the absurd 
moments that characterize even the best of the 
genre's offerings are few and 
far between—there’s no 
superhuman villain who is 
immune to bullets that 
appears out of nowhere—making the events of 
Wolf Creek even more eerily plausible. 

It’s no surprise that the film’s been nomi- 


_ nated for and won several awards on the inde- 
“pendent circuit and has already made some of 


2005's “best: of” lists. The exposition and 
action scenes flow steadily and the pace is 
never stunted. There’s just enough character 
development and plenty of gore and sus- 
pense, but even considering Wolf Creek's tech- 
nical and writing successes, it’s still awfully 
disturbing and morbidly depressing. Then 
again, maybe that’s what makes this a great 
slasher flick: the absence of hope. © 


3 WOLF CREEK 

Directed by Greg McLean * Written by Greg 
McLean « Starring John Jarratt, Cassandra 
Magrath, Kestie Morassi and Nathan Phillips ® 
Opens Sun, Dec 25 
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Pricy production 
values can’t hide 
hollow love story at 
heart of Memoirs of 
a Geisha 

By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


pivotal early scene in Memoirs 
A: a Geisha takes place on a 
in the geisha district of an 
unnamed Japanese city in the 
1930s. There stands Chiyo, a young 
girl whose penniless family has sold 
her into servitude at a geisha house; 
as she weeps over her wretched life, 
a handsome, elegantly dressed man 
(Ken Watanabe from The Last Samu- 
rai) stops to talk to her and buys her 
some cherry-flavoured shaved ice in 
hopes of cheering her up. That must 
have been the tastiest Sno-Cone 
ever manufactured, because from 
that moment forward, Chiyo makes 
it her life’s mission to meet that 
man again and win his heart. That 
seemingly impossible mission is 
made a little easier when she catch- 
es the eye of an illustrious geisha 
named Mameha (Michelle Yeoh), 
who makes Chiyo her protégée and 
acts like a geisha version of Mr. 


Miyagi as she instructs Chiyo—now 
renamed Sayuri—on all the fine 
points of dancing, fan-twirling and 

*man-flattering. It’s quite a miracu- 
lous metamorphosis that young 
Chiyo undergoes—why, she even 
changes races, with Chinese star Ziyi 
Zhang taking over the role of Sayuri 
from the young Japanese actress 
Suzuka Ohgo about half an hour 
into the film. 

In any case, Sayuri does indeed 
reunite with the object of her crush, 
who turns out to be a wealthy busi- 
nessman known only as the Chair- 


DRAMA 


man. But by then, Sayuri has been 
too well-trained as a geisha to actu- 
ally express her feelings to him, and 
the two characters have to survive a 
lot of historical and romantic obsta- 
cles before they finally embrace in a 
lovers’ clinch as the music swells on 
the soundtrack. It’s bizarre; the film 
carries on as though we've just wit- 
nessed the culmination of one of 
the great romances of the century, 
when in fact, the relationship 
between Sayuri and the Chairman 
seems to be built on nothing but 
immature fantasies and sexist con- 
descension—maybe the Chairman 


and Sayuri really do love each other, 
but it’s a relationship that operates 
completely on his terms, terms 
which the movie never once stops 
to question or attempts to portray 
with the least hint of irony. The two 
characters barely even know each 
other. And when you combine 
Zhang's frigid porcelain-doll act and 
Watanabe’s stoic, noble reserve.... 
well, it’s not exactly a formula for 
erotic onscreen chemistry, is it? 
(Zhang generated much more sexual 
heat in her other big role this year, 
playing a robot in 2046. In that 
movie, she seemed like a flesh-and- 
blood woman; it’s in Geisha, awk- 
wardly picking her way through her 
English dialogue, that she seems to 
be acting by remote control.) 


THERE’S NOTHING WRONG with 
making a movie about a naive 
young woman who develops a life- 
long romantic fixation on a glam- 
ourous older man—Max Ophiils 
used the same plot in 1948 for Letter 
From an Unknown Woman, arguably 
the greatest romantic melodrama in 
Hollywood history. But Geisha never 
bothers to explore the dark, unhap- 
py side of its central romance the 
way that the much wiser and world- 
lier Letter does—and, it hardly need 
be said, Rob Marshall, who directed 


Geisha, is no Max Ophiils. It’s fash- 
ionable these days to bash Marshall’s 
first movie, the Oscar-winning musi- 
cal Chicago, as being thin and ama- 
teurish, but I thought it was 
tremendously entertaining, full of 
wittily conceived and sharply edited 
musical numbers. 

But Geisha—based on Arthur 
Golden’s middlebrow bestseller—is a 
disastrous choice of material with 
which to follow that success. With 
its studio-bound sets and its hodge- 
podge of random Chinese, 
Malaysian, Korean and Japanese 
actors, it’s a film whose milieu Mar- 
shall quite obviously had little 
instinctive understanding of—you 
get the feeling that he chose to do 
this script simply because it was the 
project with the most Oscar poten- 
tial that happened to be lying 


around at the time. The film has 
what critics like to call “top-notch 
productior values,” but lo 
pretty isn’t the same as knowi 
how to tell a story visually—it 
incessant voice-over narratior 
Robin Swicord’s script that tells you 
what Sayuri is thinking, not the 
images on the screen 

Geishas aren't prostitutes or 
courtesans, Sayuri’s narration keeps 
telling us; rather, they’re more like 
“living pieces of art.” Memoirs of a 
Geisha, on the other hand, is a piece 
of kitsch that’s dead onscreen from 
the word go @ 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 

Directed by Rob Marshall « Written by 
Robin Swicord © Starring Ziyi Zhang, 
Michelle Yeoh and Gong Li ® Opens Fri, 
Dec 23 
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No funny business 


Fun with Dick and 
Jane a credibility 
sinkhole for 
frustratingly 
talented Jim Carrey 


By DAVID BERRY 


one of the subtlest, most talented 

actors regularly working in Hol- 
lywood. In last year’s absolutely bril- 
liant Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind, and to a lesser extent Man on 
the Moon and The Truman Show, Cat- 
rey showed a remarkably deft ability 
to subvert himself almost flawlessly 
into character, whether playing a 


Y°: know, Jim Carrey is actually 


heart-sick normal or one of the most 
bizarre comedians in the world. But 
holy mother of fucking lord does he 
try as hard as he can to completely 
destroy any remnants of that image 
at every available opportunity. 

He’s at top credibility-obliterating 
form in Fun with Dick and Jane, 
an update of the 1977 movie in 


which a down-on-their-luck couple 
turns to crime to continue living the 
middle-class dream. The update is 
inexplicably set in 2000—evidently 
the message of corporate greed 
screwing well-meaning plebeians 
would be entirely lost in these idyllic 
times—and features Carrey as Dick 
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Harper, a promising executive at an 
Enron-esque corporation that fea- 
tures “Globo” or “-ex” or something 
in its name, just to show you how 
bad and multinational it surely is. 
Everything is wonderful, of course, 
until Harper blows a TV appearance 
and everyone learns that the compa- 
ny is going bankrupt. A smarmy CEO 
(Alec Baldwin) has jimmied the bal- 
ance sheets, and he makes off a 
multi-millionaire while the employ- 
ees, Harper included, are out of work. 
It’s a premise that has an almost 
endless potential: skewering the 
upper-middle-class world as it crashes 
down, roasting the unscrupulous 
CEOs, maybe bringing out the 
poignancy of the struggles of regular, 
honest people who have worked hard 
and got a terrible break. And, to be 
fair, the script, co-written by Judd 
Apatow (Freaks and Geeks and The 40- 
Year-Old Virgin) does occasionally take 
advantage, albeit in fairly obvious 
ways. There’s a decently clever 
extended joke about how Harper's 
son Billy speaks with a Spanish 
accent, since the Hispanic housekeep- 
er has done most of his rearing, and 
Baldwin's CEO is suitably out of it, 
making bankruptcy announcements 
from in front of one of his mansions. 
Most of the “comedy,” though, is 
geared towards Carrey hamming it up 
like some kind of bad-acting machine 


powered by rocket fuel and cocaine. 


SERIOUSLY, he can’t even eat a fuck- 
ing grape without contorting his face 
like it was Play Doh at a daycare for 
children with nerve disease. His first 
attempts at hammery, including an 
elevator rendition of “I Believe I Can 
Fly” and bumming around the house 
after the company goes under, are 
bad, but really only come across as 
just misguidedly unfunny in light of 
what follows. By the time Carrey is 
playing around with a voice distorter 
during a stick-up or dancing on a 
restaurant table as a “corporate pup- 
pet,” you practically want to scream 
at the screen in emotional anguish. 
“Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 
rended my heart into inconsolable 
pieces, you prattling fucking jag-off! 
Please stop singing ‘Mr. Roboto!’” 

It’s pretty much all Carrey, all 
the time, too. Téa Leoni is entirely 
forgettable and mostly forgotten by 
director Dean Parisot as the wife 


Jane, though it's sort of a relief from 
Carrey to see someone so bland from 
time to time. Baldwin actually does a 
pretty good job of making the lying, 
cheating, life-ruining CEO the most 
likeable character in the movie, but 
he only shows up when the plot 
needs advancing and isn’t given 
much more to do than act rich and 
arrogant. Still more likeable than 
Dick, though. 

Really, Carrey’s endless hi-jinx 
just serve to wreck the emotional 
core of what should be an underdog 
story, and it’s hard to feel anything 
but contempt for him, especially 
when he wins in the end. It’s pretty 
much a waste of talent, though | 
guess this is the guy who did Bruce 
Almighty. Sigh. © 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE 
Directed by Dean Parisot * Written by 
Judd Apatow and Nicholas Stoller « 
Starring Jim Carrey, Téa Leoni and Alec 
Baldwin * Now playing 


No amount of 
cutesy kids can 
save Cheaper by 
the Dozen 2 from 
its uninspired self 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


th pregnant daughter Nora 
Wee Perabo) married to a dork 
and readying to move to Texas, 
and superbly style-conscious daugh- 
ter Lorraine (Hilary Duff) newly 
employed by Allure magazine and 
apartment-hunting in the Big Apple, 
glum Chicago patriarch Tom Baker 
(Steve Martin) realizes that, before 
long, the number of his children still 
living at home could potentially drop 
to a single digit. Time flies when 
you've got 12 kids, so Tom and wife 
Kate (Bonnie Hunt) resolve to end 
this wistful summer with one last 
family trip to the lake to relive old 
times, as well as revive the decades- 
old rivalry between their family and 
that of Jimmy Murtaugh (Eugene 
Levy), who seems to always win the 
big family-versus-family lakeside 
Olympics—an event that promises to 
be good, clean fun if Tom and Jimmy 
could stop being so competitive. 
The root theme, of course, behind 
the Tom/Jimmy rivalry, as well as the 


very shaky premise of Cheaper by 


the Dozen 2 as a whole, is male viril- 
ity. It’s most crudely expressed in the 
extraordinary number of offspring 
either have, but we also see it in the 
amount of wealth Jimmy has accu- 
mulated and the number of genera- 
tions that exist between himself and 


=ICOMEDY 


his (latest) trophy wife. And the 
emphasis on quantity over quality is 
evident in the shallow character work 
that permeates both the Baker dozen 
or Murtaugh clan of eight. The fact is 
that no number of cute kids can com- 
pensate for the lazy screenwriting on 
display here, courtesy of Sam Harper, 
back on board after his co-authorship 


free 


of the original Cheaper. There are 
plenty of “lesson” moments in Cheap- 
er by the Dozen 2, moments in which 
characters are supposed to suddenly 
connect and open their hearts up to 
each other, but the groundwork for 
such moments is almost non-exis- 
tent, and each one feels more forced 
and artificial than the last. 


DIRECTOR ADAM SHANKMAN (The 
Pacifier) is just as much to blame for 
this as Harper. Instead of taking the 
minimal amount of time necessary 
to create a suitable atmosphere for 
Harper’s shop-worn sentiments, he 
bulldozes through every scene in 
favour of fast-forwarding to the film’s 


SEE PAGE 26 
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singer's scat solo. 

But in The Producers, Stroman 
gives you all the obviousness and 
none of the spontaneity; we're see- 
ing routines that Lane and Broderick 
have performed dozens of times 
before, and there’s no sense of 
invention left. Even a comic wild- 


this collection of threadbare 
vaudeville shtick, hammy 
performances and frankly 
unmemorable songs could 
have amounted to the 
biggest hit in Broadway his- 
tory. Did audiences really 


laugh at the bit with the ugly 
chorus girl or the song that 
ends with Lane and Broder- 
ick both getting punched in 
the crotch? Did “Keep It ~ 
Gay,” the song in which ~ 
director Roger DeBris (Gary 
Beach) and his “common-law assis- 
tant” Carmen Ghia (Roger Bart) 
declare their artistic manifesto, seem 
like any less of a gay minstrel show 
than it does onscreen—or am | just 
being overly sensitive? 

Maybe. But one thing I'm sure of 


card like Will Ferrell, who’s new to 
his role (as pigeon-loving Nazi play- 


 ELMUSICAL 


wright Franz Liebkind), isn’t really 
allowed to cut loose—his funniest 
moment is a hilariously “sensitive” 
reprise of his big number that he 
sings under the closing credits. 

I never saw The Producers onstage, 
but I have a hard time imagining how 


nen who oe to make a fortune by 
ling 25,000 per cent of a surefire 
Broadway flop, only to have it turn 


THE PRODUCERS 

Directed by Susan Stroman * Written by 
Mel Brooks and Thomas Meehan 
Starring Nathan Lane, Matthew 
Broderick and Uma Thurman * Opens 
Sun, Dec 25 
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“A Masterpiece” 


Bruce Kirkland, TORONTO SUN 


is that a director who goes to the trou- 
ble of casting Andrea Martin, Michael 
McKean and Debra Monk to play sup- 
porting roles in her movie and then 
leaves their entire performances on 
the cutting room floor has no business 
whatsoever directing a comedy. @ 


turned into a hit Broadway musi- 
al in 2001, and now it’s supposedly 
been turned back into a movie. I say 
upposedly” because I’m not sure 
nat what director Susan Stroman 
as created here technically qualifies 
s a movie—it’s more like she’s used 
er camera to record a performance 
f the stage show without making 
en the slightest attempt to adapt 
he performances, the visuals or 
wen the humour of the stage show 
o the film medium. Stroman, a first- 
me film director, only seems to 
ave learned two types of shots: 
jumsily framed that seem to have 
een captured from the third row of 
he St. James Theatre, and incredibly 
ght close-ups, all the better to cap- 
lure Matthew Broderick’s bulging 
yeballs and the sweat coating 


' 


# GOLDEN GLOBE’: 


AWARD NOMINEE 


BEST ACTOR: PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 
WINNER 


NEW YORK FILM CRITICS CIRCLE 
BEST FIRST FILM * BENNETT MILLER 


WINNER 


AQHFEA 


athan Lane's upper lip. The actors LOS ANGELES FILM CRITICS 
frequently break the fourth wall, but ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
Stroman never does—her camera - BEST ACTOR 
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emains resolutely on the other side 
BEST SCREENPLAY * DAN FUTTERMAN 


of the proscenium arch, and several 
ots appear to be out of focus. 

And unlike, say, Frank Oz’s film 
version of Little Shop of Horrors, 1 
don’t think this flat, artificial style is 
4 deliberate artistic choice. I can’t 
‘member the last time I saw a big- 
budget movie as amateurish-looking 
as The Producers. Stroman hasn't the 
lightest clue how to film or edit 
enes for comedy—instead, the jokes 
telegraphed, underlined, overstat- 
ed and sat on. If Jon Lovitz gets the 
door slammed in his face, Stroman is 
re to follow it up with a giant head- 
on close-up of his smashed cigar. 
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OW, OBVIOUSLY Mel Brooks's 
rand of humour is not the kind of 
thing that demands a delicate touch. 
his is vulgar, Catskills stuff that 
trades on outrageous stereotypes: a & 4 
deranged, screaming Nazis; bubble- ¥ : . : ’ } ge oe 
Headed, big-breasted Swedish ; ‘ _ 
Dlondes; lisping, limp-wristed fag- EEP | Wel 
80s. These types of characters aren’t 
very funny in and of themselves, but 
When Brooks is really cooking, he 

[PG Ma RECDAMED VIEW THE TRAILER AT appie.cormtraters -— 


"as a way of piling one crazy stereo- 
pe on top of another that gets you 
aughing at the sheer energy and un- 
elf-conscious spontaneity of his 
Magination. He seems to be invent- 
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Cheaper by the Dozen 2 
Continued from page 24 


comic sequences, rendering every 
character a crudely sketched type 
<vether than a person you can really 
believe in. This could be somewhat 
forgivable if the comic mayhem in 
store wasn’t so amazingly uninspired, 
rehashed from the original Cheaper 
when not repackaged from a glut of 
other similar films. They've even got 
a dog leaping at a man’s crotch, for 
God's sake. If you can’t remember the 
last time you saw that in a movie, 
you're extremely lucky. 
The sole saving grace of Cheaper 
“by the Dozen 2 is, unsurprisingly, the 
performances—though we've seen 
much, much better from all 
involved. The young Alyson Stoner 
manages to put some real heart into 
the role of Sarah Baker, the cliché 
tomboy who hits puberty, develops a 


crush on a boy and is forced to come ~ 


to terms with her relationship to 
femininity (and, you guessed it, 


makeup and pretty clothes rule the 
day). Martin actually fares only 
slightly better at shaping his phoney 
heart-to-hearts than he does with 
straining through the weak comedy 
bits, but Levy, the true martyr of 
lame-brained, juvenile American 
comedies, is the one who wins the 
competition for salvaging a crappy 
film with glimmers of real showman- 
ship. Even if he didn’t actually write 
his best lines (though I'd be willing 
to bet that he did), the way he deliv- 
ers his baroque descriptions of 
Jimmy’s exotic home décor—the 
“Albino rainwood right out of the 
Peruvian forest” or his repeated bit 
about the dish set that was a gift 

from the King of Thailand—is by far 

the closest Cheaper gets to justifying 

its ticket price. Though, needless to 

say, this is not at all close enough. © 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 
Directed by Adam Shankman 

Written by Sam Harper ® Starring Steve 
Martin, Bonnie Hunt and Eugene Levy * 
Now playing 
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School of hard Knox 


Johnny Knoxville’s 
character has a lot to 
learn in The Ringer 


By SONYA SOLO 


“star,” Johnny Knoxville made 

his television debut by perform- 
ing outrageous stunts on MTV’s Jack- 
ass. And it seems Knoxville is still 
quite the risk-taker, accepting the 
leading role in this production of the 
Farrelly brothers (There’s Something 
about Mary), who are always pushing 
comedy to the extreme. The Ringer 
deals with a sensitive subject, but it 
does so in an intelligent way—while 
remaining a fun comedy, it makes 
some well-observed statements 
about the way our society regards 
the mentally challenged. 

The plot contains many of the 
usual Farrelly trademarks. Due to a 
bizarre turn of events, Steve Johnny 
Knoxville) and his uncle Gary (Brian 
Cox) suddenly find themselves in 
need of a large sum of money. The 
uncle comes up with a rather 


BR: he became a Hollywood 
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unscrupulous plan. Hoping that 
Steve, who has some athletic ability, 
can win the Special Olympics, he 
places a bet on the outcome of the 
competition. At first, Steve is reluc- 
tant pose as a mentally challenged 
athlete, but he is irrevocably drawn 
into the scam when he falls for Lynn 


z 


(Katherine Heigl), a beauty with a 
heart of gold who works with the 
Olympians. Although still disturbed 
by what he is doing, Steve continues 
to play his part and eventually forms 
a friendship with his teammates, who 
help him deal not only with the 
demands of the competition but also 
with sorting the problems in his trou- 
bled life. Although he underestimates 
their intelligence at first, Steve real- 
izes that he has much to learn from 
his teammates, who guide and inspire 
him with their unconventional and 
unequivocally stated wisdom. 


THE RINGER is unfailingly funny and 
light throughout, despite dealing 
with some serious issues, but against 
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all expectations, slapstick humour i; 
used sparingly, creating a good bal. 
ance between dialogue and physica) 
comedy. Although his role cou); , 
tempt an actor to exaggerate o, 
become cartoonish, Knoxville deliy. 
ers a very believable and human pe. 
formance. His character could hb. 
labeled as just a loser, but Knoxvil|, 
portrays him rather as a kind ang 
fragile person on a losing streak, sto. 
ically suffering from his own stupid; 
ty. It’s not a terribly complex role, by; 
his internal struggle is shown wii}, 
both depth and humour. And tl, 
supporting cast is equally funny 
Brian Cox is hilarious as the cynicaj 
uncle, and real-life Special Olympian 
John Taylor contributes some truly 
priceless moments as Steve's brutally 
honest roommate. Katherine Heigl, a; | 
Steve's love interest, succeeds in creat. 
ing a heartwarming heroine withou 
slipping into mushy sentimentality 

There's one scene in which Steve, 
tormented by his terrible secret, trie, 
to confess his sins to a priest. “There 
is no such thing as a bad person’ 
the priest assures him, “all sins can 
be forgiven.” But when Steve tell; 
him that he is rigging the Special 
Olympics in order to make mone) 
from it the next thing we see is a fis\ 
breaking through the screen of tl 
confessional and hitting poor Ste: 
in the face. The priest then proceeds 
to punch him some more and tells 
him that he is going to burn in hell 
No doubt, there are some out ther 
that would like to do the same thing 
to the makers of this movie. 

One of the central messages of 
the movie is that the intellectual\; 
challenged should not be patronized 
just because they are different. There 
fore, is it really so wrong to represent 
them as humorous characters? The 
humour is never malicious and the 
Special Olympians are portrayed as 
wonderful sportsmen and friends. It's 
these characters and their offbeat 
charm that make this movie work. 0 


THE RINGER 

Directed by Barry W. Blaustein * Written 
by Ricky Blitt © Starring Johnny Knoxville, 
Katherine Heigl and Brian Cox * Opens 
Fri, Dec 23 


THE 
PRODUCERS 
CLOSED DECEMBER 24- 


SEASONS GREETINGS FROM MANAGEMENT & STAFF 


STARTING DEC 26TH 


THE PRODUCERS 
NIGHTLY 7:00 & 9:30 PM 
MON MATINEE 2:00 PM 


‘RATED PS. CRUDE CONTENT, WOT RECOMREERD FOR YOURS CHRORES 


DECEMBER 22-28, 2005 


{ jeremy Irons star in The Shipping 
s director Lasse Hallstrorn’s film 


) meets a woman who won't swoon at 
sis charms. Opens Sun, Dec 25. 


un with Dick and Jane jim Carrey, 
‘a Leoni and Michelle Arthur star in 
alaxy Quest director Dean Parisot’s 
omedy remake about a middle-class 
ouple who turn to robbery when they 
re forced with the prospect of losing 

erything. Read David Berry's review 
page 24. 


joirs of a Geisha Ziyi Zhang, 
ichelle Yeoh and Ken Wantanabe star 
in Chicago director Rob Marshall's film 
bout a poor girl who becomes one of 
apan’s top geisha just as the country is 
thrust into World War II. Read Paul 
Matwychuk’s review on page 23. 


Producers Nathan Lane, 
atthew Broderick and Uma Thurman 
ar in first-time feature director Susan 
oman’s musical about a Broadway 
producer and his accountant who con- 
coct a scheme to stage a flop and 
pocket the excess budget, but things 
go wrong when the show is a smash. 
Read Paul Matwychuk’s review on page 
5. Opens Sun, Dec 25. 
fhe Ringer Johnny Knoxville, Brian 
2ox and Katherine Heigl star in Beyond 
_ the Mat director Barry W. Blaustein’s 
‘comedy about two guys who decide to 
| rig the Special Olympics by posing as a 
contestant in an effort to dethrone the 
jampion. Read Sonya Solo’s review 
on page 26. 


Rumor Has It... Jennifer Aniston, 

evin Costner and Shirley MacLaine 
star in Alex & Emma director Rob Rein- 
ers film about a woman who discovers 
that her family was the inspiration 
behind The Graduate and that she 
might be the offspring of the 
encounter in that book, Opens Sun, 
Dec 25. 


O Wolf Creek John ‘Jarratt, Cassan- 
dra Magrath and Andy McPhee 
Star in first-time feature director 
Greg McLean’s horror film about three 
backpackers in Australia who run into 
trouble when they take help from a 
iendly local, Read Tyson Kaban’s : 
view on page 22. Opens Sun, Dec 25. 


FRI, DECEMBER 23 


All showtimes are subject to change at time. 
Please contact theatre for confirmation 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


‘9994 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Dally 7:00 9:20 


Sears OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
q (ARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil- 
dren) Daily 6:30 9:20 


10200-102 Ave 421-7020 
‘CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil- 
dren, SR Dolby Digital Fri Mon-Thu 12:00 3:25 6:45 
10:00 Sat 12:00 3:25 6:45 Sun 3:25 6:45 10:00 
SYRIANA (14A, violsnca, DTS Digital) Fri 12:35 3:40 
7,00 10:15 Sat 12:35 3:40 7:00 Sun-Thu 6:35 9:45 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 
frightening scenes, not recommended tor young children, 
DTS Digital) Fri 11:45 3:00 6:35 9:50 Sat 11:45 3:00 
6:35 Sun 3:00 Mon-Thu 11:45 3:00 
WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children, DTS Digital) Fri 11:50 3:00 6:40 9:40 
Sat 11:50 3:00 6:40 
KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young chikiren, no passes, on 2 screens, SR Dolby 
Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 12:15 1:00 4:20 5:00 8:30 9°10 Sat 
12:15 1:00 4:20 5:00 Sun 4:20 5:00 9:10 
THE FAMILY STONE (PG, DTS Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 
12:45 3:50 7:10 10:10 Sat 12:45 3:50 7:10 Sun 3:50 
7:10 10:10 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children, DTS Digital) Fri Mon-Thu 12:25 2:50 
5:15 7:40 10:20 Sat 12:25 2:50 5:15 7:40 Sun 2:50 5:15 
7:40 10:20 
MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, not rec- 
‘ommended for young children, SR Dolby Digital) Fri Mon- 
Thu 11:55 3:15 6:30 9:55 Sat 11:55 3:15 6:30 Sun 3:15 
6:30 9:55 
RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chil- 
dren, mature theme, DTS Digital) Sun 4;00 7:00 9:40 
Mon-Thu 1:15 4:00 7:00 9:40 
WOLF CREEK (184, brutal violence, disturbing content, 
OTS Digital) Sun 4210 7:20 10:15 Mon-Thu 12:35 4:10 
7:20 10:15 


AREVIEW 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 


frightening scenes, not recommended for young children) 
Fri-Sat 12:10 3:15 6:30 Mon-Thu 12:10 3:15 Sun 3:15 


‘SYRIANA (14A, violence) Fri 10:00 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Fri Mon-Thu 1:50 4:20 6:45 
9:20 Sat 1:50 4:20 6:45 Sun 4:20 6:45 9:20 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, nol recommended 
for young children) Fri 12:40 4:10 6:50 9:35 Sat 12:40 
4:10 6:50 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenas, not recommended 
for young children) Fri 12:00 1:20 4:00 5:10 8:10 9:00 
‘Sat 12:00 1:20 4:00 5:10 Sun $:10 7:40 9:00 Mon-Thu 
1:20 5:10 7:40 9:00 


(CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (6) Fri Mon-Thu 12:15 
2:30 4:50 7:00 9:15 Sat 12:15 2:30 4:50 7:00 Sun 4:50 
7:00 9:15 


‘CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil- 
dren) Fri Mon-Thu 12:30 3:30 6:45 9:45 Sat 12:30 3:30 
6:45 Sun 3:30 6:45 9:45 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 42:50 3:10 5:20 7-30 
9:50 Sat 12:50 3:10 5:20 7:30 Sun 3:10 5:20 7:30 9:50 


THE RINGER (PG, crude content) Fri Mon-Thu 2:00 
4:30 7:20 9:30 Sat 2:00 4:30 7:20 Sun 4:30 7:20 9:30 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, nol ree 

ommended for young children) Fri 12:20 3:35 6:40 9:40 

Sat 12:20 3:35 6:40 Sun 3:35 6:40 9:35 Mon-Thu 12:20 
3:35 6:40 9:35 

WOLF CREEK (184, brutal violence, disturbing content) 
‘Sun 5:00 7:35 10:00 Mon-Thu 2:20 5:00 7:35 10:00 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chil 
dren, mature theme) Sun 4:10 7:10 9:40 Mon-Thu 1:30 
4:10 7:10 9:40 


GALAXY CINEMAS ~- SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE RINGER (PG, crude content) Fri Mon-Thu 11:35 
2:05 4:20 7:00 9-25 Sat 11.85 2:05 4:20 7:00 Sun 4:20 
7:00 9:25 

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G, no passes) Fri Mon- 
Thu 11:50 2:20 4:45 7:10 9:40 Sat 11:50 2:20 4:45 710 
Sun 4:45 7:10 9:40 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 12:00 2:30 4:50 7:20 
9:50 Sat 12:00 2:30 4:50 7:20 Sun 4:50 7:20 5:50 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, net recommended 
for young children, no passes) Fri 11:45 12:16 12:45 
4:00 4:30 6:40 8:30 9:15 Sat 11:45 12:15 12:45 4:00 
4:30 6:40 Sun 4:00 4:30 6:30 9:15 Mon-Thu 17:45 
12:15 4:00 4:30 8:30 9:15 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may Inighten young etwl- 

dren) Fri Mon-Thu 11:40 3:30 4:00 6:20 7:05 9:30 10:00 
Sat 11:40 3:30 4:00 6:30 7:05 Sun 3:30 4:00 6:30 7-05 


ere 


9:30 10:00 
SYRIANA (14,, violence) Fri Sun-Thu 9:45 
HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG, 


frightening scenes, not recommended for young chikdren} 
Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 11:30 3:15 6:35 Sun 3:15 6:35 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature theme, not recommended 
for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 12:10 3:40 6:50 10:05 
‘Sat 12:10.3:40 6:50 Sun 3:40 6:50 10:05 


(CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 11:55 2:00 
RUMOR HAS fT (PG, not recommended for young cht 


Gren, mature thesne, starts on Sunday) Sun 4:55 7:25 
9:55 Mon-Thu 12:05 2:25 4:55 7:25 9:55 


WOLF CREEK (184. brutal violence, Gisturding content) 
Starts on Sunday) Sun 5:00 7-30 10:05 Mon-Thu 12:10 
2:35 5:00 7:30 10:05 


8712-108 St. 433-0728 
CAPOTE (14/) Fri 7:00 9:20 Mon 2:00 


GATEWAY 8 
2250 Calgary Trail, 436-6977 
JARHEAD (18, coarse language, sexu! content) Fri 
7:00 9:40 Sat 1:60 3:45 Sun 6:30 Mon-Thu 12:40 3:20 
6:30 
JUST FRIENDS (144) Fri 7:15 9-50 Sat 1:20 4:10 Sun 
4:10 7:15 9:50 Mon-Thu 1:20 4:10 7-15 9:50 


AEON FLUX (14A) Fri 7-20 9:55 Sat 1-25 4:20 Sun 4:20 
7:20 9:55 Mon-The 1:25 4:20 7:20 9:55 


DERAILED [14A. violence, coarse language throughout) 
Fri 6:55 9:20 Sat 1:05 3:25 Sun 3:25 6:55 9:20 Mon-Thu 
1:05 3:25 6:55 9:20 


RENT (PG, coarse & }, Mature themes) Fri 640 
9:30 Sat 12:45 3:40 Sun 3:40 6:40 9:30 Mon-Thu 12:45 
3:40 6:40 9:30 


PRIDE AND PREJUDICE ((j Fri 6:50 9:25 Sat 12:50 
3-50 Sun 3:50 6:50 9:35 Mon-Thu 12:50 3:50 6:50 9:35 


KISS KISS, BANG BANG (14A, violence, coarse ian- 
guage throughout) Fri 7:10 9:45 Sat 1:10 4:00 Sun 4:00 
7:10.9:45 Mon-Thu 1:10 4:00 7:10 9:45 


‘SYRIANA (14A, violence) Sun 3:45 7:00 940 Mon-Thu 
1,00 3:45 7:00 9:40 
EK AJNABEE (184, violence) Fri Sal 12:30 3:30 


DOSTI (STC) Fri Mon-Thu 8:45 Sun 8:45 3:30 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St, Albert, 
458-9822 


HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 
frightening scenes, not recommended fer young ehidren) 
Fri Sat 1:00 5:45 8:55 

CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri Sat 4:00 

THE FAMILY STONE (PG) Fri Sut 1:15 3:15 5:20 7:30 
9:45 Sun-Thu 1:15 3:15 5:20 7:30 9:35 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG not recommended 
for young children) Fri Sat 1:45 3.45 5:45 7:45 9:45 Sun- 
Thu 145 3:50 5:45 7:45 9445 


KING KONG (PS, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) Fn Sat Sun-Thu 1:05 4:45 8:30 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young chil 
dren) Fri Sat Sun-Thu 1:00 3645 6:25 9:10 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG. not recommended for 
dren, mature theme) Sun-Thu 1°30 3:90 5:30 7: 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 3:30 7:30 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Daily 1:10 3:10 7:05 9:20 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, nay frighten young chi- 
dren) Daily 12:50 3:45 6:50 9:35 


JUST FRIENDS JUST FRIENDS (144) Daily 7:10 9:20 
(CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Daily 1:00 


RUMOR HAS IT (PG, nol recommended for young ch. 
dren, mature theme) Sun 1:10 3:10 7-00 9:20 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - CAMROSE 


Camrose, 780-608-2144 
FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 7:05 9:15 Mon Tua Thu 
2:10 ‘ 
(CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 [G, no passes} fn Mon: 
Thu 6:50 9:05 Mon Tue Thu 2:00 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may tnghten young cni- 
dren} Fri Mon-Thu 6:45 9:20 Mon Tue Thu 1:55 
KING KONG (PS, frightening scenes, not recormmercied 
for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 7:30 Mon Tue Thu 1:50 
YOURS, MINE AND OURS (G) Fri 6.55 9:10 
RUMOR HAS IT (PG, nol mcommended for young chw- 
dren, mature theme) Mon-Thu 6:55 9:10 Mon Tue Thu 
2:05 


MAGIC LANTERN CINEMA - SPRUCE GROVE 


205 Main St. Spruce Grove 972-2332. 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG, may frighten young cha 
ren) Fri Mon-Wed 7:00 9:20 Tue Thu 12:30pm 3:15 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 
NORTH COUNTRY (14A, coarse language, mature 


themes} Fri Mon-Thu 1:30 4:00 6:35 9:10 Sat 1:20 4:00 
6235 Sun 6:35 9:10 


PRIME (PG, g 
Thu 2:20 4:40 7.1 
40 


DREAMER: INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY (G3) Fri 
Mon-Thu 2:00 4:20 6:45 9:00 Sat 2:00 4:20 6:45 Sur 
6:45 9:00. 


ZATHURA (PG, may inghten youre 
Thu 1:35 4:30 7:00 9:20 Sat 1:35 
9:30 


THE LEGEND OF ZORRO (PG, viclanos) Fri Mon-Thi 
2:40 6:30 9:20 Sat 2:40 6:30 Sun 6:30 9:2 


‘WALLACE AND GROMIT: THE CURSE OF THE 
WERE-RABBIT (G) Fri-Sat Mon-Thu 2:30 4:45 6:40 Sun 
640 

ELIZABETHTOWN (PG, coarse lang) 
themes) Fri Mon-Thu 1:40 4:15 6:5) 
6:50 Sun 6:50 9:25 


FLIGHTPLAN (PG, not recommended for young chil 
Gren) Fri Mon-Thu 1:50 4:10 7:20 3:45 
7:20 Sun 7:20 9:35 


WEDDING CRASHERS (144, sexual content) Fri Su 
Thu 8:50 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 197th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


THE RINGER (PG, crude content) Fri Mon-Thu 1:10 
3:15 5:30 7:50 10:25 Sat 1:10 3:15 5:30 7:50 Sun 5:36 
7:50 10:25 

MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA (PG, mature themes, not rec 
ommended for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 12:50 4:00 
7:15 10:20 Sat 12-50 4:00 7:15 Sun £00 7:15 10:20 
MUNICH (184. violence) Fri Mon-Thu 11:50 9:20 6:50 
10:30 Sal 11:50 3:20 6:50 Sun 2:20 6:50 10:30 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G. no f 
Thu 12:40 2:50 5:10 7:30 9:45 Sat 12. 
Sun 5:10 7;90 9:45 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Fri Mon-Thu 1:00 3:10 5: 
10:05 Sat 1,00 3:10 5:20 7:45 Sur 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG. no pass Fri Mor 
4:10 7:20 9:50 Sat 1:30 4:10 7:20 Sun 4:10 7 


KING KONG (PG, frightening scenes, not r 
for young childiren, no passes) Fri 12:15 1:06 
4:15 5:00 5:45 6:45 8:15 9:00 9:40 Sat 12:15 1.00 1:45 
2:30 4:15 5:00 5:45 6:45 Sun 4:30 6:15 8:30 10:00 
Mon-Thu 12:30 2:00 4:30 6:15 8:30 10:00 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG. may frighten 


language. sexual content) Fr Mon 
9:40 Sat 2:20 4:40 7:10 Sun 7 


iidren) Fri Mon- 
7:00 Sun 7-00 


ge, Mature 
25 Sat 1:40 4:15 


Sat 1:50 4:10 


ung chit 


dren) Fri Mon-Thu 11:45 

10:15 Sat 11:45 12:45 3:00 un 3:50 
6:30 7:10 9:90 10:18 

SYRIANA (144, violence) Fri 1:15 4:20 7:05 9:55 Sat 
1:15. 4:20 7:05 Sun-Thu 7:05 9:55 


HARRY POTTER ANDO THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 


THE PRODUCERS (PG. 
mended for young chikin 
Sun 3:30 6:45 9:40 Mon-Thu 
RUMOR HAS IT (PG, not recommended for young chit 
dren, mature theme, starts on Sunday) Sun 4:20 7:40 
10:10 Mon-Thu 7:40 4:20 7:40 10910) 


WOLF CREEK (184. brutal violence. disturbing content 


starts on Surv Sun 5:00 8:00 10:35 Mon-Thu 1:50 
§.00 8:00 10:35 

10397-82 Ave, 433-9725 
WATER (PG, mature theme: i recom nanded for chi: 
den) Fn 7:00 9:20 Mon-Thu 0 Mon 1.00 


GOOD NIGHT AND GOOD LUCK (PG) Fn 7 
Mon-Thu 9:20 Mon 3:30 


THE PRODUCERS (PG crude contents, no! moor 
mended for young children) Mon-Thu 7:00 9:39 M 
“2:00 


SILVERCITY WEM 
WEM, 8852-170 St, 444-2400 


KING KONG (PG. frigniening scenes, not recommended 
foe young children, no passes) Fri Mon-Thu 12:00 2:30 
4:00 6:45 8:00 Sat 12:00 2:30 4:00 6:45 Sun 3:10 4:00 
6:45 8:00 RWC/DVS;: Fri Mon-Wed 1:00 5:00 9:00 Sat 
1:00 5:00 Sun 5:00 9:00 Thu 1:00 9:00 


(CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE (PG. may frighten young chi 
Gren) Fri Mon-Thas 11945 12:30 3:00 2:45 6:30 7:15 940 
10:30 Sat 11:45 92:30 3:00 3:45 6:30 7:15 Sun 3:15 
3:45 6:30 7:15 940 10:30 


* HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET OF FIRE (PG. 


10 9:05 


SBSSESSEU STE E BES S 


hae 


JUST FRIENDS (144) Fri 1 


4:20 7:40 


WALK THE LINE (PG. matur 
for 


ming ch 


WOLF CREEK (184 


Sun 4:20 7:40 10:20 & 
| _ SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 435-8585 


MEMOIRS OF A GEISHA 
mmmencded for young ct 
6:50 10:10 Sat 12-203 
THE RINGER (PG. 


MUNICH (1BA 
15 Sat 11:4 


CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 |G 
Thu 11:50 2:10 4:40 7:10 
Sun 2:10 4:40 7:10 9:20 


FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG. cot 
f shidren) Fri Mon-Thu 1 


2:30 2:50 5:10 7 


THE FAMILY STONE (PG, 


0 7:15 2:40 Sat 1-20 4 


KING KONG (PG, fright 
tor yo hilaren, no pas 


AND THE WARDROBE (PG 
dren) Fri 12 


1 


aay frigh Q chi 


1) 1:00 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 


7:30 Sun 1:00 

12:00 1:00 3:15 

SYRIANA (744 

1:10 4:20 7:20 

HARRY POTTER AND THE GOBLET.OF FIR 
nes, Not recommended for 


fnghtecing 
Fr Thu 


10 3:20 6:40 10:20 


WALK THE LINE (PG, mature 
for young children) Fri Mon-Tr 
2 SO 7:00 Su 
(CHICKEN LITTLE (G) Fri-Sat Mor 4 
1:40 


RUMOR HAS IT (P 
dren, mat ns 
4:20 71K 


WOLF CREEK (184. brutal 


tarts Sunday), Sun-Thu 1:75 8151 


THE PRODUCERS (F e of recom 


df for yor 


2] 
Thu 1:10 4:10 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111 Ave. Groat Rd, 455-8726 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE PG ghtian yo fy 
dren) Fe Mon-Thu 12:45 3:45 Sat 1 
Sun 6:45 1 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G) Fi Mon-Th 


30 4:45 9:3 


KING KONG ( 
for young chitdn 
12:1 
THE RINGER (PG, crude 
2:30 4:30 7:00 9:45 Sat 12 


| WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 
(1). 780-952-3922 


KING KONG (PG, frightening 
for young children) Daily 3:10 7:30 

FUN WITH DICK AND JANE (PG, not recommended 
for young children) Daly 1:10 3:10 7:05 9:20 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE may Inghten young chi 
Gren) Daily 12:50 3:45 
CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN 2 (G_ no passes 
3:30 7:00 215 


frghtening 


4:00 Sun'4:00 8 


28S, NO! raEoMiMeEnded 
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vimerondDevid Ranson | Hands Across Africa 


our runner-up prize winner! 


A Fundraising Journey: 
Climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 


Who are we? 


The Hands Across Africa project was started by colleagues at the Glenrose 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Edmonton who had a desire to improve the lives of 
others. It has now evolved into a group of participant-volunteers who will be 
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania in an effortto raise money for three 
rehabilitation projects in Africa. 


Our Mission 


To provide financial support for grassroots initiatives that empower 
children/families in Africa who are affected by the results of war, HIV, 
poverty and abuse. 


Who will benefit? 
1. Sierra Leone 


Rural rehabilitation clinic offering services to people affected by war. 


2. South Africa 
Rural community development and AIDS outreach project. 


eS4 3. Tanzania 
Change es : s ; 7 oes 
tik Children Amani Children’s Home which offers education, vocational training 


and housing for abandoned and abused children. 
Hands Across Africa has formed 


a partnership with Change for Children which 


South Africa «Tanzania - Sierra Leone 


How can | become 
involved? 


Come join us and experience 
the trip of a lifetime! 


1. 


Climb Mount Kilimanjaro 

in Fall 2006 
Participant-volunteers will be 
responsible for the cost of their 
trip as well as raising $2000 
towards the fundraising goal. 


. Volunteer to assist with 


the fundraising 

A series of events will be 
held in Edmonton up until 
the climb in October 2006. 


. Make a donation 


Your contribution will assist 

one of three rehabilitation 
projects supported by Hands’ - 
Across Africa. 


snabioeatdonaionstobetwxdeaucnbe. @MAil: kili4kids@yahoo.ca or www.handsacrossafrica.org 


HANDS ACROSS AFRICA = PO BOX 65063 » MISSION HILL PLAZA * ST. ALBERT, AB T8N 5Y3 
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algary singer- 
ngwriter William 
naugh stands 
ind his choice 
band name 


TYSON KABAN 


ere’s something you should 
ow about Wil. Originally, Cal- 
fgarian singer-songwriter William 
imnaugh was on his own, playing 
Ows by himself under his abbrevi- 
ited namesake on stage with only a 
iitar. For some time, though, he’s 
een joined by a drummer for his 
igs, making Wil a duo. But instead 
thanging the band’s name, Mim- 
igh and his current drummer/pla- 
lic love-pal Pat Stewart continue 
lay under the name Wil. Confus- 
ig? Not really. Especially when you 
MOMsider the alternatives. 
There was a time when I 
ight I should change [the stage- 
Me], but after years of playing 
Ser Wil I thought it would be too 
fusing and people wouldn't get 
explains Mimnaugh. “Unfortu- 
ly, Pat sometimes doesn’t get the 
F tion he deserves, but there will 
hose nights after a gig where 
leone will say ‘give it up for Wil 
Pat,’ which I like, even if it does- 
ih ave the same effect another 
v288 Name would have.” 
and further, Mimnaugh admits 
© premeditation on his part 
H he decided to drop the conso- 
pnd initially hit the stage under 
My last name's this beautiful 
“Gallic word that I’m really 


il to survive 


proud of, but if I played under my 
full name, it doesn’t really have a 
ring to it,” he says. “The other 
option was to make it ‘Will’ instead 
of W-I-L, but honestly, that’s just 
asking for trouble. Can you imagine 
if I was just ‘Will’? That has some 
Christian-rock undertones that I 
don’t even want to consider. For 
example, if there was an ad for a 
show and it said ‘Will Live’, it does- 
n't really sound like I’m going to be 
playing live on the spot, but that I 
have a need to survive or something. 


E 


“And I don’t really want anyone 
to get confused and start showing up 
in front of the stage with cups of 
water they expect me to bless or any- 
thing,” he laughs. 


PONDEROUS MUSINGS ASIDE, 
Mimnaugh is quite content with 
where his name has taken him over 
the years. His acclaimed album, 
Both Hands, was recently nominated 
for several Western Canadian Music 
Awards, and the innovative folkie is 
currently in the process of record- 
ing a new record with major label 
support. 

Mimnaugh’s determination to suc- 
ceed, as well as to learn and grow from 
his failures, was instilled in him from a 
young age; in fact, according to his 
website (www.ibreakstrings.com), he’s 
had a guitar-fixation since the age of 
four. “If that’s what it says on the web- 
site, it’s probably bullshit,” he laughs. 
“Seriously, what kind of child, at that 
age, would know how what a guitar 
really is, let alone know what to do 
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with it? 
“But my interest in music has 
always been encouraged by my par- 
ents,” he continues. “My dad would 
play all these great vinyl records all 
the time and play guitar on Friday 
nights. And my mom has this beau- 
tiful voice, which apparently I didn’t 
inherit because she used to say that I 
‘couldn’t carry a tune in a basket.’ 
But I have had this great friendship 
with my mom for a long time, where 
she would say things like that in a 
completely supportive way, and I’ve 
benefited from that kind of constant 
banter and encouragement.” 
Currently touring his way east 
from Vancouver, Mimnaugh will be 
back in Calgary for the holidays, 
something his tendency to overbook 
gigs hasn't afforded him the past few 
years. But Wil’s constant touring has 
also earned him a varied and devot- 
ed fanbase. “There's some fan-mail 
posted up on the website; my wife 
posts it, and she always does what's 
best for me and my career and for 
us, so it’s totally great to have all 
these letters of support from people 
who come to the shows and listen to 
the music,” he says. “I’ve never real- 
ly had a terrible letter, though. There 
was this one guy that said I sound 
and act like a beautiful Adam San- 
dier. I didn’t know how to interpret 
that, but I took it as a compliment. 
“But then there was another per- 
son who said | do the ‘Elaine dance’ 
from Seinfeld when I'm onstage,” he 
concludes. “Now, | know that wasn’t 
the good kind of compliment." @ 
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With the Skiffles * Sidetrack Cafe * Fri, 
Dec 23 (8 pm) 


‘a 
in the Velvet Underground +1s+ AND 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
40030.102 ST 
info:428.STAR 


NEW YEARS EVE 


SATURDAY DEC 31ST —= 


10030.102 ST 
info:428.STAR 
STARLITEROOM.CA 


DECEMBER 22-28, 2005 
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ed S BiG Ting MENT 
FUN! 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 481.6420 = WWW.REDS.AB.CA 


HAZELDEAN 


TOMMY & VEIL MAKER 


=DEC 23 NO MINORS + $4 COVER » FREE WITH VIP 
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TGHETS AT RED'S AND TICKETMASTER 
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NEW YEARS PRIZES 


-A BIG SCREEN & DVD PLAYER 
- A GOLF TRIP FOR 2 10 VEGAS 
- A SNOWBOARDING TRIP FOR 8 10 MARMOT 
_- ASKI TRIP FOR 2 TO JASPER 
- A KARADKE MAGHINE & LIBRARY 


ALL T0 BE WON THIS N.Y.E. 


COMING EARLY IN THE NEW YEAR 
DR. BO DIDDLEY, MINISTRY & ASIA 


WEST EDMONTON MALL 481.6920 WWW.REDS.AB.CA 
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By ROSS MOROZ 


The Skiffles * With Wil « Side- 
track Café « Fri, Dec 23 (8 pm) 
Proving yet again that, indeed, the 
kids are all right, Music Notes is pleased 
to introduce the Skiffles, another bare- 
ly-legal Edmonton band who, like fel- 
low pubescent rockers the Fronts and 
the Subatomics, have eschewed the 
woefully pervasive punk/emo/hardcore 


aesthetic to instead embrace a more © 


melodic, somewhat retro sound. But 
they don’t, apparently, play skiffle. 

“Skiffle has nothing to do with our 
music. It’s just a name,” head Skiffle 
Cassidy Lee states flatly. “I don’t think 
it’s cool at all, actually, but it stands 
out, you remember it, so | guess it’s a 
good name.” 

But while the early ‘60s Liverpool 
movement that spawned, among oth- 
ers, the Beatles might not have influ- 
enced anything other than the band’s 
name, the Skiffles do admit to taking 
much of their inspiration from music 
created long before any of the bands’ 
members were born. 

“Going through your dads record 
collection you hear all this music that’s 
way better than what's on the radio at 
the time,” explains bassist Blake 
Mayan, mentioning the Velvet Under- 
ground as particularly influential. 
“New rock now is just junk: it’s either 
crappy corporate rock like Nickelback 
or whiney emo pop-punk like Simple 
Plan. We didn’t really want to sound 
like that.” 

“| mean, | like a lot of different 
kinds of music: | like doo-wop, | like 
gansta rap, | like everything,” Lee clari- 
fies, “but I’d rather just write really 
good pop songs.” 


“We write what we feel,” Mayan 
agrees, “and | guess we don't feel very 
emo or hardcore. We just feel like writ- 
ing pop.” 

Over the course of our discussion, 
the boys keep returning to the topic of 
how much time and effort they pour 
into their songwriting (“I spend a lot of 
time on my songs,” Lee insists earnest- 
ly. “I'm really serious about that.”), and 
how much they admire the ubiquitous 
“good pop song.” So what, then, in 
the minds of the Skiffles, are the ingre- 
dients for such a creation? 


“You have to be able to hum it, - 


you know? There has to be something 
infectious about it, but it also has to be 
about something,” Mayan postulates. 
“It has to be simple but also have 
meaning.” 

Lee, meanwhile, has a far more 
straightforward view. “What makes a 
good pop song? No wanking. That's 
why we don’t have a lead guitarist,” 
he says. “Oh, and no power chords, 
either.” 


The Mike MacDonald Broadband 
© With Paul Bellows, Ben Spencer, 
Joe Bird and Wes Borg ¢ Black 
Dog * Sat, Dec 24 (2 pm) When 
Mickey Vallee moved from Ottawa to 
Edmonton to attend the University of 
Alberta a few years ago, he left behind 
a burgeoning band back east which 
was known to cover the odd song by 
Edmonton stalwarts Jr. Gone Wild. So 
when he found himself jamming 
almost by coincidence with Jr. Gone 
Wild’s Mike MacDonald soon after his 
arrival in the City of Champions, it 
wasn’t long before the pair became 
the nucleus of the Mike MacDonald 


Broadband, who will play a rare live — 


engagement this Christmas Eve at the 
Black Dog. 

According to Vallee, despite the 
fact that the group barely ever prac- 
tices (“I think our last practice was out 
last show,” he admits, “although it 
doesn’t usually sound like we haven't 
practiced in a long time.”), there is a 
certain intangible musical bond 
between the band’s members. 

“Us getting together was a bit of a 


” a lot of us,’ 


fortuitous event here because we s¢... 
to kind of click,” he explains. “9, 
personalities are pretty distinct, ,, 
there’s a pretty wide age differe;, 
between all of us, but when we g, 
together to play music Onstage, 
almost want to sey that Something 
magical happens.” 

It’s probably for the best that jp, 
band is able to get by with little to ;, 
rehearsal time needed: with all men, 
bers pushing 30 and juggling work an, 
family commitments, rock ‘Nn’ roll oft, 
takes a backseat to more Munday, 
concerns for Vallee and company. 

a] QUES) life’s gotten in the way (, 
“ he says. “I mean, peop), 
go to school or get married or have 
kids or whatever, and that obviow, 
cuts into the time we can spend pj,, 
ing music.” 

This lack of downtime has a 
prevented the group from embarkitiq 
on any kind of serious recording py. 
ject (the only commercially availa); 
Mike MacDonald Broadband record 
ing is a lone track which appears op 
the first Drive Thru records compils 
tion), and while there is idle chat 
about ameliorating this deficieny) 
Vallee suggests fans of the grow 
ought not hold their breath. 

“We keep making promises to oyy 
selves about releasing something in 
the future, because we feel like we 
could have a lot of fun with something 
like that,” he admits, “but | don’t see 
happening anytime soon.” 

As much as he’d like to havea 
Mike MacDonald Broadband album t 
release, though, Vallee actually sees hi 
band’s lack of serious ambition as on: 
of its strengths. “We don’t really have 
any projects at all in the works, which! 
think kind of helps the band sty 
together,” he says. “There's nothing! 
really disagree about—we jusi 4! 
together and play.” 


The Fabulous Bee Feeders ° Wit 
Sallys Krackers and Radiovacana 
Sidetrack Café « Mon, Dec 26 ( 
pm) At this time of year, most mail 
stream American music publicatiot 


tend to take a look back at the s0 
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4 “Year in Music,” ostensibly try- 


ing face of modern music with 
tis, in reality, a desperate attempt 
i issues at a time of the year when 
ing seems to be happening. 

is year, most of these corporate 
are making at least passing men- 
of some kind of vaguely defined 
dian-collective-folky-romantic- 
emic movement percolating, and, 
fair, they’re kind of on to some- 
g, albeit something pretty obvious: 

5 belonged to bands like the 
de Fire and Broken Social Scene, 

ensembles with varying lineups 
play difficult to classify yet 
a accessible pop. Edmonton's 
fabulous Beefeeders don’t tend to 
‘mentioned in the same breath as 
groups, and while they certainly 
think of themselves as sounding 
hing like their Montreal- and 
nto-based contemporaries, they 
e some striking similarities. 

*A\l these people are mentioning 
much they enjoy Broken Social 
e because it’s a bunch of different 
sts working collaboratively, but 
s pretty much what we've been 
g for years,” says Bee Feeders 
tman Aldon Brewer. Since forming 
1997, the sextet has pursued a big- 
sound than most local rock acts, 
with so many members collabora- 
and lineup variations are the 
—something Brewer sees as 
g another dimension to the Bee 
Beders’ sound. 

"Because there’s so many of us, 
lineup varies a bit,” he explains, 
no matter what happens or no 
ter who the personnel might be on 
given night, the Bee Feeders are 
g to put on a wicked show.” 

in addition to focusing on their cir- 
like live show, the Bee Feeders are 
eager to return to the studio, hop- 
fo record a followup to last year’s 
fo Mojo at Edmonton’s Black Box 
dios in time for an early February 
se. Until then, though, Beefeed- 
| fans will have to be content with 
eeing how the big band intends to 
Bring their show to the smallish stage 


in 


th 


8 


'o identify and catalogue the ever- - 


unk of the Kasuals 


the memk 


and hopefully this reunion is a sign of more great thing) 


Hate Me ranks right up ther 
seeing the band up on the 


h some of the best discs 
in fine fighting form, it 


of demented brilliance these guys might still have up their sleeves 


of the Sidetrack this Boxing Day, 
although Brewer is quick to point out 
that the Beefeeders have certainly 
played smaller. 

“The Sidetrack stage isn’t as small 
as some we've squeezed ourselves 
onto,” he relates. “Sometimes we 
might have had like two or three 


“CONNECTION 


square feet each, you know, so all my 
dance moves get cut from the act and 
the keyboard player gets jammed in a 
corner and the drummer goes down 
to a three-piece kit and whatnot.” 

But the show must go on, right? 
“It’s all about rolling with the punch- 
es," Brewer laughs. @ 
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Friday December 23rd 
the return oe 
plus: Capitol City 
Burlesque 


EVERY 
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PREF MUNCHIES 
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Meet your dream girl 


ui: Mew Years Eve 


at NEW CITY 
10 bucks, 2 rooms, 5 djs 


Imassive bast 


FRIDAY 
JANUARY G’ 


DARK 
RAVE 


FRI JAN 13 
RUCKUS RECORDS 


VOLUME 3 COMP 
RELEASE 


PARTY 
JASPER AVE 
429 2582 FOR INFO 
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10838-124th St. 
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1 - MARIAH CAREY - DON’T FORGET ABOUT US 
2 - CHRIS BROWN - RUN IT 
3 — THE SHOW- WATCHIN’ ME 
4 - THE PUSSYCAT DOLLS - STICKWITCHU 
5 —- BEYONCE/ SLIM THUG - CHECK ON IT 
6 - SHAWN DESMAN - MAN IN ME 
7 - EMINEM - WHEN I'M GONE 
8 - RIHANNA - IF IT’S LOVIN’ THAT YOU WANT 
9 - KREESHA TURNER - BOUNCE WITH ME 
10 - MADONNA - HUNG UP 
11 - AKON/ YOUNG JEEZY - SOUL SURVIVOR 
12 - KELLY CLARKSON - 
BECAUSE OF YOU (REMIX) 
13 - PRETTY RICKY - YOUR BODY 
14 - KANYE WEST/ ADAM LEVINE - 
HEARD EM SAY 
15 - T-PAIN - I'M SPRUNG 
16 - MASSARI - REAL LOVE 
17 - JAMIE FOXX/ LUDACRIS - UNPREDICTABLE 
18 - CARL HENRY - 1 WISH 
19 - KARDINAL OFFISHALL - 
EVERYDAY RUDE BWOY 
20 - BLACK EYED PEAS - PUMP IT 
21 - SHAKIRA - DON’T BOTHER 
22 ~ JELLESTONE/ NELLY FURTADO - 
FRIENDAMINE 
23 - KANYE WEST/ JAMIE FOXX - GOLD DIGGER 
24 - JEFF HENDRICK - 1 JUST WANNA DANCE 
25 - RAY - J/ FABOLOUS - ONE WISH 
26 - KESHIA CHANTE - RING THE ALARM 
27 - SEAN PAUL - WE BE BURNIN’ 
28 - BLACK EYED PEAS - MY HUMPS 
29 - SEAN PAUL - TEMPERATURE 
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Fax your free listings 
to 426-2889 or 
e-mail to Glenys at 


listings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline ts Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 
SESS 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Duff Robison 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB 
Open stage 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Two 
by Four; 7pm; donations 


CASINO EDMONTON 
Party of Four 
(country/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
Saddle Ridge 
(country/rock) 


CEILI'S Screech; 9pm 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 


PUB Open stage hosted 
by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DUSTER’S PUB jam 
hosted by Brian Petch 


FOUR ROOMS Anna 
Beaumont 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
open jam; 7-11pm 

} AND R BAR Open stage 
with The Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues); 8:30pm- 
12:30am 


JEFFREY’S CAFE Alfie 
Zappacosta; $20 
(adv)/$25 (door) 


JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: 
Terry McDade and the 
McDades; 7:30-9:30pm; 
$20 (adult)/$11 (youth 14 
yrs and under) 


JULIAN’S PIANO BAR 
Graham's Twisted Jazz 
Standards; 7:30-10:30pm 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB’S 
The Three Amigos 


METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS Latin music, 
jam and dancing; 8pm 
NEST Open stage with 
Nick Zyla every Thu 
NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE The Queers, 
Whiz Kidz, Kneejerks; all 
ages event; $17 
O’BYRNE’S Mourning 
Wood; 9:30pm; no cover 
ROXY THEATRE 
Christmas Carol Project; 
7pm (door), 8pm (show) 
and 1pm (door), 2pm 
(show) 


SIDETRACK CAFE 


YOUR 


CLASSICAL 
————— SSS 


THU DEC 22 CLASSICAL 


LEGISLATURE Lago Lindo 
School Choir 12-12:30pm; 
Belmont School Choir 
12:30-1pm; Visionary 
College 7-8pm 
WINSPEAR CENTRE 
Robbins Lighter Classics: 
Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker 
Suite and a feast of carols 
with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, 
Timothy Vernon 
(conductor), Richard Eaton 
Singers, Tommy Banks as 
narrator; 8pm; $22-$60 


DUS 


ARMOURY Vintage 
Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and old school hip hop 


BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 
BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
DJ Squiggles, Yohko Oh-no 


DECADANCE Soul Heaven 
with Sweetz, T-Bass, Rezidnt 
Funk 


ESMERALDA’S Big and Rich 
Thursday: top 40, country 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with Dj SWAG. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Urban substance Thursday: 
End of Exams Holiday jam: 
with Urban Substance Sound 
Crew; $6 

HALO Deep ‘n’ Delicious: 
with Diz; $10 (before 
10pm)/$15 (after 10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, hip 
hop, Reggae beats with 717 
Entertainment 


KAS BAR Urban House: 


| with D] Mark Stevens; 9pm 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL Students Night: hip 
hop with Dj Odin 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro to 
New: classic rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with Dj 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Underground 
Hip Hop Night: with Dj 
Mumps, D} Dusty Kratez, D} 
Nato 


THE ROOST Featuring Dr 
Lexi Tronic, Satan Claus and 
a Not So Nice Christmas 
Burlesque Show; free (mem- 
bers ‘til 10pm)/S2 (after 
10pm); $2 (non-member) 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 
ee SEs 


ALLEGRO ITALIAN 
KITCHEN Terry Jorden 
(piano); 6-9pm 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Duff Robison 

BLUE CHICAGO Forever 
and a Day (folk, surf); no 
minors; 1pm (door), 9pm 
(show); $5 at the door 
CASINO EDMONTON 
Party of Four (country/rock) 
CASINO VELLOWHEAD 
Saddle Ridge (country/rock) 
CEILI'S The Kick It Bros; 
9pm 


FOUR ROOMS Anna 
Beaumont 


GRINDER Connor's Road 
(Rock) 

JAMMERS PUB 
country/rock band; 9-2am 
JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind ('605, ‘70s rock); 
9:30pm; no cover 

JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 
Candlelight Christmas: Terry 
McDade and the McDades; 
7:30-9:30pm; $20 
(adult)/$11 (youth 14 yrs 
and under) 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR 
Dennis Plays Favourites; 
7:30-10:30pm 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB’S The 
Three Amigos 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Satan Claus X-mas 
party; no cover 

RED’S Tommy, Hazeldean 
(rock, alternative), Veal 
Maker; 10pm; $4 

ROXY THEATRE Christmas 
Carol Project; 7pm (door), 
8pm (show) and 1pm 
(door), 2pm (show) 
SIDETRACK CAFE Wil, The 
Skiffles; 8pm; $13 (adv)/$15 
(door) 

URBAN LOUNGE Love Junk 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Silverhawke 


CLASSICAL 


LEGISLATURE Kristmas 
Kapers; 7-8pm 


DJS 


ARMOURY Fishbone 
Fridays: Top 40 down- 


Dance party with DJ Alvaro 


‘CALIENTE Toronto’s Nitro 
CD Sound Christmas 
Holiday Gathering; $9 


COWBOYS Funk Friday: 
Get F-ked! 


DANTE’S BISTRO D} 
Johnny Sky 


DECADANCE Ladies Night 
sexy house with Smoov, 
guests 


ESCAPE Fahrenheit Fridays 


ESMERALDA’S Dj jimmy 
Friday; 8pm (door) 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Freedom Friday: 
Shortround, Echo, Shocka- 
Bean; no minors; 9pm 
(door) 


HALO Mod Club: indie 
rock, new wave, Brit pop, 
and ‘60s soul with Dj Blue 
Jay, D] Travy D; no cover 
before 10pm; $5 (after 
10pm) 


HAVANA CLUB Urban, 
hip hop, Reggae beats 
with 717 Entertainment 


IRON HORSE Urban dance 
party 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 
Hypnotiq Friday 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE New City 
XXXXMAS Party: Come 
visit Satan Claws and his 
Devilish Helpers, DJ 
Dildozer, DJ Nikrofeelya; 
Capital City Burlesque; $5 


O’BYRNE’S D] Finnegan; 
9pm; no cover 


ONE ON WHYTE Dancing 
with DJ 


OVERTIME BOILER AND 
TAPROOM SOUTH Retro 
to New: classic rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: 
indie rock and Brit pop 
with D] Readymade Flyboy 


THE ROOST Upstairs: 
Euro Blitz: best new 
European music with DJ 
Quttawak Downstairs: D) 
Jazzy; $4 (member)/$6 
(non-member) 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples Dj 
Spinning 

SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT 
AND LOUNGE Deep 
House: with Friday resident 
DJ Luke Morrison 


SAVOY Dj Busy B; no 
cover 


SIDETRACK CAFE 
Southerly, The 
Conversation, Old Seed, 
7pm (early show), $8 
(door); The Mocking 


GUIDE TO LIVE MUSIC IN EDIMONTO) 


Flashback: house/hard yj», 
Johnny Dangerous, Any 
Inertia, guests; 1-7am 


VELVET UNDERGROU) 
Coopers Cobras Gam, 
Show; 8pm (door); no 
minors; $7 at door 


WUNDERBAR Sergio 


Georgini’s Friday Wing 
Down: with D} Calibar 


SAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUS 
Christmas Eve Roots |arn 
hosted by the Mike 
MacDonald Broadband 
Paul Bellows, Ben S 7 
Joe Bird, Wes Bor 
2pm; closing time 8pm 
METRO CLUB AND 
BILLIARDS Bands and tly 
Metro Idol competition 
8pm 

O’BYRNE’S Captain 
Tractor’s Chris Wyn' 
Scott Peters; 2pm; no 
cover; open until 7:30pm 


DUS 


ESCAPE Saturday Night 
House Party: with Urbar 
Metropolis featuring 
Harman B and D) Kw: 
9pm 

GINGUR SKY LOUNGE 
Soulout Saturday: no cov 


HALO For Those Who 
Know: with Junior Brown, 
Waylon Sherrington, Rem 
guests; no entry after 
1:45am; $5 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Siz! 
Saturday: DJ Groovy Cu) 
and guests 


THE ROOST 1-floor 2! 
request dance and 
Christmas specials; 8pm 
Regular Weekend Cover 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLE 
SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request, retro, disco with 
Confusion, Short D and 
C.\].; 1-Spm only 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOUN 
Anthem: hard 
NRG/trance/funky with 
Hillis, DTDR, Big Daddy 
STX, Tweek; Tam-8am 


= 


} Paramedic (CD release SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT stairs/retro 80 upstairs 
30 - 50 CENT - WINDOW SHOPPER party); 8pm; $8 (door) AND LOUNGE Funkdafied | packroom vop Shadows, 9pm, $10 (doo) | 
31- ROSETT SH | Thursday: funk with D Ke SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
d- ROSETTE - CRUSHED STARLITE ROOM | Jewett ah Be ee ROLLER SKATING DISCO DJS 
- Unbalanced, Shred of ‘n'B/house/breaks wi a 
32 - TWISTA/ TREY SONGZ - GIRL TONITE a SAVOY Funkanddowntem: | Degres)Phatest)/Nealik; Friday Retro Night: With ——_= 


33- ASHLEY SIMPSON/ MISSY ELLIOTT - L.O.V.E. 
34- JUELZ SANTANA - 
THERE IT GO (THE WHISTLE SONG) 
35- NE-YO - SO SICK 
36 - BOW WOW/ CIARA - LIKE YOU 


Decency (rock, indie rock), 
Sixgun (metal, trance); 
8pm; no minors; $6 at the 
door 


URBAN LOUNGE Love 
Junk 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Silverhawke 
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po with Ben Jamin 


VELVET UNDERGROUND 
NRMLS WLCM Thursdays: 
electro, disco-punk, hip hop 
with D] Nik7 and guests; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $4 
WUNDERBAR Up and 
Down Thursdays: with DJs 
Loopin’ the 3rd, Big Slice 


Shortee, Sweetz and more 
BAR WILD Bar Wild 
Fridays 

BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 


Jam Skater Short D; 7pm- 
midnight 
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/rocker Paul 

ws talks about 
‘things bowling 

ad using a spatula 
ike, smash things 


pAVID BERRY 


ul Bellows’ eyes widen a bit and 
begin searching off into the dis- 
tance for an answer. The jangle- 


musician fur- 
his brow and 
ts his head to 
right, then stares intently at the 
ve of the table in the café where 
» sitting, still unable to come up 
th the name. 

“| bowl at the—the, uh...it’s by 
iri,” he says as his eyes squint, as if 
s trying to look into his own brain 
the answer. “I go there every 
ek. And I'm blanking on the name 
jt. Downstairs, right under the 
ind Duck Pub, right by NAIT. It’s 
best bowling alley in town. The 
er’s name is Terry. 1 can remem- 
the name of the owner, and I’m 
g on the name of the lane.” 
He should know. For the last two 
, Bellows has spent almost every 


eROCK 


1EW YEARS EVE 2005 


ashing debut 


Wednesday night at the league-bowl- 
ing match down at—wherever. You'd 
think league bowling was the sole 
domain of the 55-plus set and people 
named Walter, but Bellows is so into 
it he actually gets a little protective 
about the type of bowling—which is 
five-pin, all the way. 

“We're Canadians, it’s Canadian 
bowling,” he says with an excited 
nod, “Ten-pin is fine for Americans. I 
know there are other musicians in 
town that bowl, but they always go 
10-pin, because they think it’s cooler. 
I think five-pin is 
really the Canadi- 
an game. You get 
two balls. Magic.” 

So magic, in fact, Bellows now 
owns—like, has bought, and keeps at 
his house in between matches—an 
almost-complete set of bowling 
regalia. 

“After a year and a half, | bought 
shoes, because you kind of get sick 
of renting. Renting the shoes is 
charming at first, because they're 
awesome, but then you realize that 
hundreds of strangers put their feet 
in these shoes every week, and it 
gets less charming,” he says with a 
knowing half-frown. But the shoes 
are only part of it. “A few weeks 
later, I was like, ‘That’s it, I’m getting 
my own bowling balls.’ | own five- 


pin bowling balls, and—and—for 
$3.50 a ball, they'll engrave your 
name on it. So I have two shiny, 
blue bowling balls with ‘Paul’ on 
each ball, engraved in white. They're 
my proudest possession.” 


IT’S NOT COMPLETE, THOUGH. As 
any good bowler will tell you, you're 
not really in the spirit until you 
sport the shirt. 


FEBRUA 
FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE 


“We're thinking of getting team 
shirts next,” he says with rising 
excitement. “See, nobody else has 
them, and we kind of don’t want to 
be the first team, but we decided the 
other day, if we get them, it kind of 
opens a door.” 

Not that, of course, as a sub-200 
bowler (the Canadian game’s max 
score is 450, though it should be 
pointed out that Bellows says he’s 


. 


RESERVED SEATING 


COLIN LINDEN 


RY 23 


improving) he’s an expert on bowl- 
ing by any means. 

“Plaza. The Plaza Bowl. That’s 
where I bowl. Manual scoring only, 
no automated, old-school, and the 
guy who owns it, his father and 
grandfather owned it before him. 
He’s a third-generation bowling 
lane owner.” 


SEE PAGE 39 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


His WEEK: Jeremy Tokarek discuss- 
‘the Grateful Dead's Live Dead 


lmonton music fans have watched 
ie Fabulous Bee Feeders evolve 
hrough the years. Once a total jam 
nd, the six-piece has slowly mor- 
hed into a group that wants to funk it 
p. In fact, the band’s 2005 Proto Mojo 
ease would sound just right to fans 
the likes of Sly and the Family Stone 
Parliament/Funkadelic. For those 


{ 
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who need to funk it up a bit after a day 
of bargain hunting, the Bee Feeders 
will play the Sidetrack on the night of 
Boxing Day. But before Vue will allow 
Bee Feeder Jeremy Tokarek to rehearse 
in earnest for that show, he has to 
answer the Distant Replay question— 
what was the album that had the most 
influence on your musical career? 

For Tokarek, it was Live Dead, the 
Grateful Dead’s 1969 collection of 
songs played during a series of shows 
at San Francisco's Avalon Ballroom and 
famous Fillmore West stages. The Dead 
were rock’s first act to gain stardom 
without any real radio hits; with little 
or no commercial play, the band was 
able to build up a massive fanbase with 
a live show based on one heck of a 
drugged-out jam session. A Dead show 
could last for hours but see the band 
only get through only a handful of 
songs, as solos and instrumental sec- 
tions were stretched into epic pieces of 
live musical theatre. 


oxing 
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True to form, Live Dead was a dou- 
ble album that featured only seven 


tracks. Audiophiles still describe 
the opening track, “Dark Star,” 
as one of the greatest live 
recordings ever made. “From 
the opening strains of guitar 
and bass | knew that this was a 
different beast,” says Tokarek. 
“Dark Star’ ferments at its own 
Pace until suddenly it lands 


with both feet, stunning and 


crushing our concept of 
acceptable musical sensibility. 
That song became the tem- 
plate of what we did for a long 
time—not in a mathematical or 
structural context, but in a lis- 
tening and directional sense.” 
Tokarek was taken on how 
each and every song the Dead 
did live took on a life of its 
own. Feedback was treated as a 


musical tool. Tempo changes were reg- 
ular occurrences, Songs were treated 
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as abstracts, to be viewed differently 
each and every time they were played. 


“Every song on Live Dead is an 
undertaking: wild, loping time signa- 


mcqguuade. 


tures, feels, beautiful musical entangle- 
ment, feedback... It also changed the 
» ethic of how bands could 
work together equally to cré& 
§ ate something that was sur- 
Prising and engaging to bot 
the band and the audience 


for me—in that shared 

of success or failure, 

that means People felt that 
they had somehow a 


tyle, the 
‘s ethic is so 
ing that i tt 
in the band. And 
lead-man Jerry Garcia has 
long left this world, some- 
thing of f pirit still lives on in the 
Bee Feeders. @ 


cQuade. 
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Edmonton's first lady of burlesque 
Tallulah Freeway bids farewell to 
Canada with one last performance 
with Wild Rose Revue 


By ROSS MOROZ 


esolate, barren, culturally dead collection 
lof big-box stores, industrial parks and free- 
ways, Edmonton is actually a pretty happening 
town. We have a notably vibrant theatre com- 
munity, an increasingly dynamic live music 
scene and even a decent-sized visual arts con- 
tingent here in, ahem, “Deadmonton.” Still, 
despite all this, it turns out that Edmonton 
apparently isn’t much of a burlesque town, 
which is why our city’s first lady of burlesque is 
now busily preparing to pack up her act and 
head off to greener pastures of Germany. 

“T've been touring around for six or seven 
years now, and I've seen a lot of places, but 
Berlin completely did it for me,” says Tallulah 
Freeway, whose Wild Rose Revue burlesque 
troupe will have their final show this week at 
the Sidetrack. “It’s always been my town, so I 
finally decided it was time for me to actually 
take the plunge and move there.” 

Explains Freeway, while the burlesque 
renaissance that swept North America in the 
late '90s did eventually reach the City of 
Champions (“In Edmonton we're always five 
years behind the rest of the world in all the 
other aspects of art and culture, so it’s only 
fair that we caught on to this a little bit after 
everyone else, too,” she laughs), in the nearly 
three years since her first burlesque show 
opening for Jerry Jerry and his Sons of 
Rhythm Orchestra on Valentine’s Day of 
2003, she has reached the limit of what she 
can achieve on this side of the pond. 

“Not to sound arrogant, but I introduced 
Edmonton to the burlesque revival—I was one 
of the first local people to 
start doing it here,” she 
explains. “I've established as 
much of as a community as 
I think is possible here, and I just feel that 
Berlin is going to be a more conducive envi- 
ronment for what I am trying to do.” 


| ea its endless characterization as a cold, 


WHAT SHE IS TRYING TO DO, then, is to tran- 
scend what burlesque has largely become—that 
is, a mildly classier form of stripping—and 
return the genre to its turn-of-the-century roots 
as a legitimate form of entertainment that 
encompassed elements of vaudeville, variety 
shows, live comedy and socially astute parody. 
Burlesque has its roots in Victorian sensibilities 
of the mid-19th century, a time of conflict 
between the working class and an increasingly 
formal and uptight aristocracy. Early burlesque 
openly mocked upper-class preoccupations like 
opera and highbrow theatre, and the revealing 
costumes were meant more as an affront to the 
conventions of polite society than as mere titil- 
lation—although this was certainly a welcome 
side effect. 

By the 1930s, however, the genre had 
degenerated from its vaudeville-esque begin- 
nings to mere stripshows, and with far more 
bluntly sexual diversions like out-and-out 
strip clubs and rudimentary pornography on 
the horizon, the genre remained largely dead 
until its revival in the 1990s. Though in Free- 
way’s mind, so-called New Burlesque is 
already beginning to cheapen itself in the 
same way that the original movement did 
before its demise. 

“With so many people recreating the same 
act and trying to achieve the same effect, it’s 
just bringing us back to what the burlesque 
resurgence was trying to avoid in the first 
place—that is, the monotony of regular strip 
clubs,” she says. “I'm hoping to really set 
myself apart by going to Berlin. It’s a different 
culture and they’ll be different influences 
around to incorporate into the show. 

“] find standard burlesque sort of tire- 
some,” she continues. “It seems like a lot of it 
just replicates the same monotony that exists 
in stripping today, so I’m really trying to 
focus more on the vaudeville and the variety 
aspects of burlesque. I want to surprise the 
audience and give them something that is 
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unexpected, which is difficult because in th; 
day and age everything is so accessible an, 
mundane. Simple entertainment is basicaly 
what I am trying to create, so I’m hoping , 
be able to do more of that in Berlin by addin, 
more elements to the act and not just have \; 
be about dancing girls.” 


FOR FREEWAY, her interest in burlesqy, 
developed quite by accident, and had, fittin, 
ly, nearly nothing to do with the ubiquito,,, 
“dancing girls.” “I’ve spent the majority o; 
my life on a stage in front of an audienc. 
because I was always modeling or acting 9; 
something like that,” she explains. “At |> 
years old | got thrown onto a runway, and a; 
a shy, skinny little girl I basically had to creaj. 
a confident character inside of me and exude 
that, and it kind of evolved from there. 

“As my own idea of sensuality and beauty 
developed I became attracted to the idea of the 
pin-up style, and its innocence and glamoy,; 
and sophistication of those old-style pin-up; 
she continues. “Eventually I realized tha 
wanted to make that aesthetic more three. J 
dimensional than just a picture on a page, ar 
that’s when I started to get into burlesque.” 

And while anyone who has witnessed on 
of her troupe's performances might not believe 
this, Freeway was reportedly initially a bit shy 
about actually taking the plunge before he 
first burlesque performance. “The hardest pari 
was getting myself onstage,” she laughs. “I did 
my first show all by myself, and there was)\' 
really much planning behind it, but I'd been 
talking about it so long that I figured I had | 

start somewhere. So I tt 

myself up onstage, and th« 

response I got was very posi 

tive, both from the audien: 
and from people who, it turned out, were very 
interested in performing with me.” 


—— 


ew 


SINCE THEN, her Wild Rose Revue has gar- | 
nered rave reviews wherever they've per 
formed, and while this week’s bon voyage 
performance will be Edmontonian burlesque 
fans’ last chance to see the troupe perform in 
the foreseeable future, Freeway is confident , 
that other performers will step in to fill the 
void left by her departure—she just hopes 
they buy into her particular take on the bur- 
lesque aesthetic. 

“Burlesque’s not going anywhere,” she 
insists. “We invented this kind of sexuality 
and now that that sexuality has been over- 
played, we have to constantly be re-inventing } 
ourselves and adding new elements to keep it | 
interesting. People who just stick to dancing | 
around and taking off their clothes and tassel- | 
twirling are going to get swept under the car- 
pet. You've got to keep it interesting for the 
audience.” 

Further, Freeway hopes that burlesque’ 
second coming is not a passing fad but merely _ 
the leading edge of a far greater cultural resur 
gence. “I have this dream of recreating the old 
vaudeville circuit,” she gushes. “There are | 
these amazing, beautiful old theatrehouses all § 
over the place that have been left boarded up 
and abandoned, and it would be amazing t© 
bring back that part of our culture. I’d love to 
have this acknowledged as a real art form 0" 
its own.” 

Until then, though, Freeway’s immediat’ | 
goals remain far more personal. “The whole 
structure of the act is based on what I enjo) 
and on me having fun. If I go out there and 
have a good time with these girls and have * 
riot doing it, that fun will spread to the audi- 
ence,” she says, her enthusiasm showins 
“Really, I just want to see the world, ané 
maybe entertain people while I’m doing '! 
That’s the most fun.” @ 
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tinued from page 35 


iI be putting his weekly visit to 

on hold next week, however, 
nen he takes the stage at the Side- 
next Wednesday to debut his lat- 
st musical creation—which is, after 
I], why we're talking—a three-piece 
4 with a name Bellows is relatively 
-e is the best he’s ever come up with. 
“Smashula.” He pauses, eyes 
yide, head nodding, with a gigantic 


grin, waiting for confirmation of 
how awesome the word is. “People 
think it’s like Dracula, but it’s not; 
it’s like spatula. But smash.” 

Though he'll be playing his own 
set—“It's my new band opening for 
me opening for Brock Skywalker”— 
he seems most excited about the 
“smash pop” trio, a bit of a departure 
from his folkier solo work. He formed 
the band with former Mr. Relaxer 
members (and longtime friends) Mari 
Sasano and Clinton Carew after they 
came up with name, which Bellows 


assures is awesome. 

“Yeah, sort of out of the ashes of 
Mr. Relaxer, and out of the non-exis- 
tent musical career of Paul Bellows, 
comes Smashula. Smashula,” he says 
again, grinning and nodding. “It's 
going to be all about harmonies and 
smashing things.” 

“Smashula.” © 


PAUL BELLOWS 
AND THE DEAD CANADAS 
With Brock Skywalker and Smashula 
Sidetrack Café * Wed, Dec 28 (8 pm) 


Clearance Items in 
All Departments! 


Sale applies to IN-STOCK merchandise ONLY. 
Limited quantities available. 


WE ARE OPEN 10:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 


www.mofhersmusic. 
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Your Music Destination 
FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 92,2005 | 


1. The Co-Dependants - Live At The Mecca Café Vol.2 (indelible) 
2. Karla Anderson-The Embassy Sessions (indelible) 
3. Harry Manx — Mantras For Madmen (dog my cat) 
4. Sarah Harmer - I'm A Mountain (cold snap) 
5. Bruce Cockburn - Speechiess (true north) 
6. Wilco - Kicking Television (nonesuch) 
7. Paul Kelly - Foggy Highway (true north) 
8. Metric - Live It Out (last gang) 
9, Corb Luind-Hair in my eyes like a Highland Steer (stony plain) 
10. Betty Lavette - I've Got My Own Hell To Raise (ant) 
11. Colin James — Limelight (maple) 
12. System Of A Down - Hypnotize (american) 
143. Broken Social Scene - Broken Social Scene (arts&crafts) 
14. Twin Fangs - Street Sweeper (rectangle) 
15. Cam Penner & The Gravel Road - Felt Like A Sunday Night (cp) 
16. Faunts - High Expectations/Low Results (friendly fire) 
17. Kate Bush ~ Aerial (emi) 
48. Ann Vriend - Modes Of Transport (av) 
19. Calexico/Iron & Wine - In The Reins (overcoat) 
20. Sufjan Stevens - IIlinoise (asthmatic kitty) = 
21. The New Pornographers-Twin Cinema (mint) 
22. Death From Above 1979 - Romance Bloody 
Romance Remixes & B-Sides (last gang) 
23. Rammstein - Rosenrot (universal) 
24. Marah - If You Didn't Laugh, You'd Cry (yep roc) 
25. The Vertical Struts - S/T (popecho) 
96. Broker: Nose — Goodbye Prudence (bn) 
27. Danger Doom - The Mouse & The Mask (epitaph) 
28. Wolf Parade =/Apologies To The Queen Mary (sub pop) 
29. Neil Young - Prarie Wind (wamer) 
30. Rodney Crowell-The Outsider (columbia) ~” 


CHIP TAYLOR & = p> 


CARRIE RODRIGUEZ 
RED DOG TRACKS 


Chip Taylor is best known as the legendary 
writer of the classics “Angel Of The Morning’ ON SALE Now 

& "Wild Thing". Over the years he has also 
written and recorded some of Americas most inspiring and ae 
heartfelt country music. Along with vocalist and fiddle player 
Carrie Rodriquez, their 3rd album together as a duo “Red Dog 
Tracks” has been hailed by some as album of the year. 


wh 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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KORN 
"SEE YOU ON THE OTHER 
| G. ENYA 
AMARANTINE 
7. iL DIVO 
ANCORA 


a 


8. SYSTEM OF A DOI 
HYPNOTIZE 


9. JOHNNY CASH 
GASH: LEGEND OF 
JOHNNY CASH 


10. BARENAKED 


ie’ BARENAKED FOR THE 


1. FANTASTIC FOUR 


2. FAMILY GUY: 
VOLUME 3 


} 3. POLAR EXPRESS: 
SPECIAL EDITION 


4. MARCH OF THE 
PENGUINS 


| 5. CHRISTMAS CAROL 
6. MR. & MRS. SMITH 


7. IT'S A WONDERFUL 
LIFE 


| 8. MADAGASCAR 
9. DUKES OF HAZZARD 


10. STAR WARS: CLONE 
WARS VOLUME 2 


CADENCE WEAPON 
BREAKING KAYFABE 
(UPPER CLASS) 


| might be mistaken, but I’m pretty 
confident that Cadence Weapon’s 
hometown shout-out anthem “Oliver 
Square” may be the first and only time 
our fair city has been mentioned in a 
rap song. Leading off your album with 
the line “it’s corrupt where I’m from, 
Edmonton,” takes either chutzpah or a 
serious sense of humour, and the rest 
of Breaking Kayfabe confirms that 
Cadence Weapon (a.k.a. 19-year-old 
Edmontonian Rollie Pemberton) pos- 
sesses a healthy dose of both. 

Rapping about everything from old 
videogames to impossibly esoteric E- 
town institutions like the Strat and 
BusLink, Pemberton’s delivery is confi- 
dent, if a little schizophrenic: he sounds 
a bit like an amalgamation of several dif- 
ferent admittedly competent MCs 
rather than one possessing a singular, 
distinctive voice. But the real strength of 
Breaking Kayfabe is in its beats, which 
run the gamut from dirty electro (“Lisa‘s 


junior brown 
wayton sherrington 


(special tag team 3hr set) 
scotty} 


no cover before 10pm 
$5 after 10pm 


Spider”) to funky, Jurassic 5-esque retro 
(“Black Hand”) to almost anthemic 
etherality (“Turning on Your Sign,” the 
best of the album’s many high points). 
With Breaking Kayfabe, Pemberton 
reveals himself as a world-class produc- 
er, and the fact that he also happens to 
be a decent MC is merely the icing on 
the cake. Weve # —Ross Moroz 


TWIN FANGS 

STREET SWEEPER 

(RECTANGLE) 
SS SSS 
A cursory consideration of Edmonton’s 
Twin Fangs might dredge up a compar- 
ison to the White Stripes, mostly due to 
the fact that both groups are rock ‘n’ 
roll guitar-and-drum duos. But, really, 
that’s pretty much where the similarities 
end. Where the Stripes sound is increas- 
ingly bogged down beneath Jack 
White's repetitive swagger, Twin Fangs’s 
Paul James Coutts and Penny Tentiary 
cut straight to the heart of their music 
with a lo-fi honesty that jabs you in the 
eye and then, just when you start feel- 
ing better, smacks you in the head. It’s 


HALO 


gcye| : 


dangerous music—just the way good 
rock ‘n’ roll should be. 

Right from the initial punked-up 
’50s-style drumbeat and spitfire guitar 
of “Imperial Sound,” the Twin Fangs 
beat the hell out of their instruments like 
they just don’t care. The 10 songs on 
Street Sweeper are scrappy little beasts, 
with rough edges that practically draw 
blood from the listener. Most of the 
time, the music sounds so off-the-cuff 
that you'd swear that they’re making it 
up as they go. It’s not like the tunes are 
half-assed, though. There are plenty of 
catchy riffs and melodies throughout 
the disc and the lyrics are both literate 
and gritty. The grooving guitar chords 
of “Zapf Humanist” absolutely rule, and 
the furious drums and shouting of 
“Addentellato 780” burrow under the 
skin. There’s not an unnecessary note to 
be heard, either, as Street Sweeper is 
short and to the point. After all, there’s 
no need to pad something with filler 
when things are this good to start with. 
Fett — EDEN Munro 


SONGS OF GREEN PHEASANT 
SONGS OF GREEN PHEASANT 
(FATCAT RECORDS) 
See 
A record label listens to yet another 
demo. They love it, but there’s no 
return address. A frantic search begins. 
Two years later, they wind up in 
Sheffield, England, at the door of a 30- 
year-old schoolteacher named Duncan 
Sumpner—who, much like introspec- 
tive indie brethren Sam Beam of Iron 
and Wine, prefers an enigmatic profes- 
sional title, Songs of Green Pheasant. 
Not a bad discovery story, but the 


songs that resulted are even better. 
The first humming note of the 
record, the intro to “I Am Daylights,” is 
like a gasp for air—preparation for the 
intensity of what is otherwise a soft and 
gauizy folk record with nods to the ‘60s 
tradition. Acoustic guitar, recorder and 
references to Boris Pasternak are joined 
by harmonies that are perfect/mysteri. 
ous enough to have been written by 
medieval monks or Simon and Gar: 
funkel. But in large doses, that lovely 
often dream-pop-twinged simplicity 
turns the record into dangerously 
shoegaze-y territory. By track four you'|! 
be aching for the sound of silence, o; , 
at least a change in tempo. Song to 
song, expect no musical surprises. Lis. 
ten to a solitary track, though, and be 
amazed. Wk %e 9H —LeAH COLLINs 


THE ALBATROSS NOTE 

THE ART LODGE TAPES 

(EVIL EVIL) 
—S 
“Last Winter,” the first track on the 
Albatross Note’s The Art Lodge Tapes, 
begins with slow and steady jingle bells 
No, not the Christmas tune; there are 
actually jingle bells keeping the beat 
throughout the tune. The bells are soon 
joined by some earthy acoustic guitars 
keyboards, and a voice that sings out 
from behind everything else, occasion- 
ally slipping through to the front of the 
soundscape but more often residing 
partially hidden within the swirling 
sounds. There's a hypnotic repetitive- 
ness to the rhythm that is comforting a: 
the track plays out, gaining strength a: 
it goes. When it winds down suddenly, 
we are left again with the acoustic gui 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
www.listenrecords.net 


boxing day(s) sale!!! 


great gift ideas: 


discwasher vinyl care kit | sufjan stevens: i 


constantines: tournament of hearts LP/CD 


dec. 26 - dec. 27 
monday - tuesday 


holiday hours: 
fridec 23| 11-9 
sat dec 24| 11-5 
sun dec 25 | closed 
mon dec 26 | 11-5 
sat dec 31| 11-5 
sun jan 1| closed 


Illinois 2LP/CD | arcade fire: funeral LP/CD 
death cab for cutie: live DVD | clap your hands say yeah; st CD | gift certificates 
wolf parade: apologies to the queen mary LP/CD | posters | caribou: marino DVD 

sonic youth: super goo 4LP/2CD | dangerdoom: mouse & the mask LP/CD 
bright eyes: motion sickness (live) CD | broken social scene: s/t LP/CD | record bags 


| t-shirts | death cab for cutie: plans LP/CD 
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simple strums and some spacey 


my song, it sounds remar«ably 
ynded in real life; at the very end, 
can even hear what sounds like the 
recorders being stopped. 
at opening track is a good indi- 
» of the rest of The Art Lodge Tapes. 
the songs themselves serve up a 
nt amount of variety (in compari- 
‘o “Last Winter,” “In the Morning” 
‘mid-tempo number powered by 
drums and electric guitar), the 
d is always focused in that every- 
g is left unpolished with a dose of 
geness. Occasionally, a song feels 
je unfinished—”Won’t You Go” 
rks in at less then two minutes and 
off in mid-note—but that doesn’t 
count as a flaw when it’s so con- 
ent with the band’s organic 
cach to their sound. Apparently, 
Albatross Note began life as a Yoko 
» cover band—and that says a lot 
ut what you’re getting into with 
Ibu. % #9 —EDEN Munro 


A MULDAUR 
ET LOVIN’ OLD SOUL 
D HIGHWAY 67 REVISITED) 
DNY PLAIN) 


Bt Lovin’ Ol’ Soul (Old Highway 61 
iiited) is a followup and companion 
to Maria Muldaur’s Richland 
in Blues, and the idea behind the 
ct was to pay tribute to the 
who inspired Muldaur’s love of 
blues. The set leans heavily on the 
igs of Memphis Minnie, but there 
others here as well (Bessie Smith, 
Martin, Julia Lee, and more). The 


- 


ds in the background. For such a_ 


album presents a well-rounded portrait, 
not only of the women who originally 
sang these old blues tunes, but also of 
Muldaur herself, who proves herself a 
first-rate interpreter of the genre. 

These songs weren’t laid down by 
some developing artist, though; Mul- 
daur is at the top of her game, with a 
raspy voice that sounds as though it 
emerged straight out of the smoky past, 
wrapped up in the music. The delivery is 
assured and powerful, yet disarming at 
the same time; there’s no doubt that 
Muldaur’s got powerful pipes, but she 
doesn’t abuse them; she knows when to 
use them and when to lay back. None of 
these acoustic takes are bad, but some 
do stand out amongst the crowd. “Ain't 
What You Used to Have” is a fun and 
touching duet with Taj Mahal, while 
"Tricks Ain‘t Walking” is about the des- 
perate times during the Great Depres- 
sion, when even the prostitutes weren't 
working. But really, though, there’s no 
need to pick and choose when it’s this 
good. tert —Epen Munro 


MY PROJECT: BLUE 

MY PROJECT: BLUE 

(BOOMPA) 

EE SS SS 
A fixture on the Vancouver pop scene 
since 2001, the acoustic-and-keyboards 
trio of My Project: Blue saw their profile 
raised a few months back thanks to a 
contract with up-and-coming label 
Boompa Records that brought the 
group a middling amount of national 
attention and garnering their five-song 
self-titled EP no small amount of praise 
from no large amount of Canada music 
media sources. Apparently, someone 


The Like 


Dj Naughty 


The Mars Volta 
| gotta admit 
They pull it off live 


Tepid R&B 


——_ 


[hit stop, then put 
That “Sweaty Balls” song 


even went so far as to proclaim these 
guys the Canadian band to watch in 
2005, suggesting that there is some- 
thing locked within this EP that will find 
a mass audience and rocket the west- 
coast poppers to stardom. Frankly, 
though, | just don’t see it. 

Which is not to say that what My 
Project: Blue does isn’t interesting; 
singer/guitarist Chad Blue’s oddball, 
almost Geddy Lee-esque vocal delivery 
in itself certainly makes this collection of 
light and fluffy acoustic numbers 
uniquely the band’s own, and their 
sound radiates the kind of blind opti- 
mism that too few bands are comfort- 
able laying bare. While the opening tune 
is nothing to scribble on your binder’s 
cover about, the feverishly strummed 
three-chord acoustic progression of 
“These Re-Occurring Nightmares” is 
kept bopping quickly along by a pursu- 
ing avalanche of doo-doos, wah-wahs, 
Sesame-Street piano lines and blaring 
synths, and things get taken down the 
appropriate number of steps for the 
teen-love waltz “The Boy Who Wore 
Red,” which features a surprisingly pret- 
ty horn and woodwind backing and a 
healthy serving of tenderness 

And while the single “Control of Me” 
is not without its pop charms, ultimately, 
even such a small sampling of the band’s 
work proves surprisingly annoying after a 
while, mostly thanks to the same quirks 
and singularities that made it so intrigu- 
ing mere minutes ago. Time will tell, | 
guess, but my guess is My Project: Blue 
will turn out to be a love-‘em-or-hate- 
‘em kind of band, with Blue’s vocals 
being the great divide. Myself? Not a 
fan. Weed —Cuals Bouter 


BY WHITEY 
AND TB. PLAYER 


ae 


Are You Thinking What I'm Thinking? (Geffen) 
If you’re thinking that 

You sucked your way to a deal 

Then, yes, we sure are 


One Night in Berlin (Eskimo) 
The best song ever: 

Ruede Hagelstein and his 
“Sweaty Sweaty Balls” 
Scabdates (Universal) 


While | hate this spastic crap 


Stacie Tabb (Moonbabe) 
back in 


CHECK OUT ALL THE DETAILS AT WWW.THESOUNDRADIO.COM 
WEST EDMONTON MALL + 481-6420 
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UNproducers 


Vue Weekly 
uncovers the. five 
top unproduced 
scripts in 
Edmonton 


By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


mad town—and yet, whenever I 

it down to talk with a*group of 

playwrights, talk inevitably turns to 

_how difficult it’s become for a local 

writer to get a script produced by a 
professional theatre company. 

This isn’t just the usual bellyach- 
ing. The current theatre season is 
one of the leanest in memory for 
new scripts: beyond Mieko Ouchi’s 
The Blue Light at Workshop West, 
George Szilagyi's Hockey Stories for 
Boys at Azimuth Theatre and Studio 
Theatre’s productions of Patricia 
Darbasie’s Ribbon and Conni Mass- 
ing’s The Myth of Summer, it seems as 
though substantial mainstage pro- 
ductions of new scripts by Edmon- 
ton playwrights have become the 
exception and not the rule. 

But good scripts are out there— 
alphabetical order, are 
It’s not a definitive 
think of it as a tantaliz- 
a theatre season that 
might have been—and might be yet, 
if local lirectors decided to 
in local play- 
iey do in local actors to 


Fess is supposedly a theatre- 


and here, in 
five of the bes 


list. Rather 


ing glimpse 


artistic 
show as much faitt 
wrights as tt 


engage their audienc 


s' imagination 


ABIGAIL IN TWILIGHT 


Cathleen Rootsaert’s bittersweet 
ge“ magical-realist comedy heartbreak- 
er” takes place inside the head (and 
»edroom) of a middle-aged woman 
who experiences three very different 
possibilities of lives she could have 
led and boyfriends she could have 
married. (Picture Sliding Doors, only 
with the alternate realities all taking 


place simultaneously.) Rootsaert 
wrote the first version of the script 
in 1999 as part of Calgary's 24-Hour 
Playwriting Contest, where it won 
third prize. Several radical rewrites 
and workshops only improved it, 
and it won the Alberta Playwriting 
Competition earlier this year. Still, 
so far, no companies have volun- 
teered to produce it. 

“] feel a bit like I’ve shot myself 
in the foot,” Rootsaert says, “in that 
I think I've written a very expensive 
play—the cast is large, and when 
you've got characters being pulled 
through mattresses and that kind of 
thing, you really need a running 
crew backstage as well.” 

Abigail is the kind of play that 
needs the resources of a company 
like the Citadel—and its sympathet- 
ic, insightful portrayal of an older 
woman at an emotional crossroads 
would definitely play well with its 
subscriber base. “Meanwhile,” Root- 
saert says, “I've sent it to a lot of the 
artistic directors in Edmonton and 
Calgary, so here’s hoping.” 


BIT BY BIT 

“I'm not sure what it’s really about 
yet,” says Mark Haroun about his 
twisted romantic comedy, “but I 
think mostly it’s asking just how far 
you'll go for love.” In the case of 
Ben, the play’s main character, that’s 
pretty far indeed; with the reluctant 
assistance of his sister Val, Ben sys- 
tematically begins chopping off 
parts of his body and mailing them 
to his ex-girlfriend Kelly in hopes of 
convincing her of his love and win- 
ning back her heart. 

“In school, you sort of learn to 
think of yourself as lucky if you get 
anything produced,” Haroun says, 
“and you're tiber-super-lucky to get 
something put on every three years. 
It’s hard. Even with A Giraffe-in Paris 
at the Citadel, it’s not at all as if 
everyone is suddenly lining up to 
produce my stuff.... The other thing 
{about the current playwriting cli- 
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mate] is that it’s easy to get stuck in 
that frame of mind where you only 
want to write a play that can get 
produced, which means you can’t 
have more than four actors and so 
on. And those concerns have got to 
be having an effect on the kinds of 
things that are getting written—not 
just by me, but everywhere.” 

With a premise this dark, Haroun 
figures Bit by Bit might work best as 
a Fringe play; it may also be right for 
the InterFEAR festival. (I can picture 
a live-wire actor like James Hamilton 
or Jesse Gervais making a good Ben.) 


THE GLORY, THE FURY 

“It’s about six queens and their 
struggle for the crown—that’s the 
one-line version of it,” says Darrin 
Hagen, who drew upon Shake- 
speare’s Macbeth and his own mem- 


THEATRE 


ories of ruthless backstage behaviour 
from his days as Flashback’s ruling 
drag queen to create this surprising- 
ly dark-hued ensemble comedy- 
drama. “It’s sort of the dark side of 
The Edmonton Queen—it’s the same 
setting, the same community, but 
it’s all the stuff I couldn’t put in 
because I’d lose sympathy for the 
characters.” 

With two other new scripts on 
the go (including a historical play 
about Rasputin), it may be a while 
before Glory gets produced. “This is 
the first play I've ever written with 
no opening-night deadline in 
mind,” Hagen says. “My goal with 
this piece was to take my time. 
Besides, with six characters all in 
drag, I doubt I could afford to pro- 
duce it myself anyway. I did have a 
dream of doing it with a lot of drag 
queens I know who are now profes- 
sional actors and do films and 
plays. I’d love to cast the show with 
actors who already know how to do 
drag—me and Christopher Peterson 


and all these drag queens from 
across Canada, some of whom are 
actually in those stories [that 
inspired the play].” 

Hopefully when the play is pro- 
duced, Hagen can use the set con- 
cept that Trevor Schmidt suggested 
for it: a gigantic, multi-level tiara 
made of mirrors, so that the charac- 
ters can admire themselves when 
they’re not in the scene. 


THE MIGHTY CARLINS 

Why Collin Doyle’s dysfunctional- 
family comedy remains unproduced 
in. Edmonton is, to my mind, one of 


the biggest unsolved mysteries in. 


local theatre. This tale of a half- 
senile patriarch and his two failure 
sons getting together for their annu- 
al drinking binge in honour of their 
late mother seems to have every- 
thing going for it: it’s easy to stage 
(one set, three actors); it’s got pres- 
tige (it won the Discovery category 
in the 2004 Alberta Playwriting 
Competition); it’s got a bunch of A- 
list talent already attached to it 
(including Jeff Page, John Wright 
and director Jim DeFelice); and it’s 
just as funny as all hell, with some 
of the best vulgar dialogue this side 
of Ron Chambers. 

“I think it’s the first play ever set 
in Mill Woods,” Doyle says proudly. 
“] started writing it when I was doing 
Mary’s Wedding in Calgary. | think 
being in such a love-story play with a 
lot of monologues caused me to 
write a black comedy where I'd have 
as few monologues as possible.” 

Sadly, Doyle's play has yet to cre- 
ate the buzz that Mary’s Wedding did. 
“It's hard for playwrights right now,” 
he says. “I don’t think it’s just 
Edmonton; I've sent the script out to 
a lot of theatre companies with open 
submission policies, and some of 
them haven’t responded even after a 
year. Also, it’s hard for playwrights 
in Edmonton to graduate from the 
workshop stage to a full production; 
things tend to get trapped in work- 


shop hell.” 

Carlins will be workshopped yet 
again this May by Ron Jenkins at 
Workshop West, and Doyle hopes 
that might spark some renewed 
interest in it. “Or maybe we'll do an 
Equity co-op next season,” he says, 
“J just don’t know where else to 
send it.” 


PURITY TEST 

“When I was shopping the pla 
around,” says Scott Sharplin, “ 
pitched it as ‘the ultimate Canadia 
romance,’ because it’s all about sw 
language and the weather.” 

An intense, drug-fueled romantic 
triangle involving three young Mon 
trealers on the outermost fringes of 
the arts scene, all set against the 
backdrop of the 1998 Montreal i 
storm, the play won first prize in thé 
2002 Alberta Playwriting Compe 
tion but has yet to find:a company 
willing to produce it. Perhaps every: 
one just expected Sharplin, 4 
famously prolific self-produce! 
would get around to it eventually, 
“It’s one of the paradoxes about get: 
ting new work produced in Edmom 
ton,” he says. “As a playwright) 
because of the Fringe, you're almos| 
expected to start self-producing. il 
once you've been self-producing f 
a while, everyone just expects you 
continue... There’s also a problem 
with size—scripts are either too Dis 
or too small. I was developing 4 
script with Shadow Theatre once 
and was told that they couldn't p" 
duce it because they couldn’t aff! 
to pay that many actors—and it na 
four characters!” 

Purity Test will finally ge 
unthawed as a BYOV production ® 
next summer's Fringe; Vern Thies‘ 
is attached as the director, 4" 
Vanessa Sabourin, Kevin Corey *" 
Belinda Cornish are currently li" 
up to star. “It’s red hot sex in an'™ 
cold setting,” says Sharplin, w!”” 
obviously got his advertising slo" 
already picked out. © 


DECEMBER 22-28, 2005 


O’Brien’s 
Collection of 
abwean Stone 
ulpture comes to 
nada after a 
journey 
AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


jun O’Brien dreamed of becom- 
a soldier as a child in Zim- 
and when he grew up, he 
up the ranks to become a tac- 
training other soldiers 
o fight. Even though he 
ntly curated the 2006 Collec- 
of Zimbabwean Stone 
ture, a show held at his 
go Gallery of Edmonton, at 
ne, he had no interest in art, 
ould he see how art could be 
| for any positive outcome. But 
pes remember the day at a mili- 
camp when he came to rethink 
e's course, when he was forced 
juestion the purpose behind his 
role. 

had a guy come to work one 
and he had no shoes. I asked 
why he had no boots,” O’Brien 
lis. The soldier told him that he 
o sell his boots because he had- 


n’t been paid in six months and that 
he needed to get food for his family. 
“How do you motivate someone like 
that to go and die for something 
that won’t change? I knew that he 
would not live more than a few 
weeks because of the brutal fighting. 
How do I, as a God fearing human 
being, look that person in the face 
and tell him that what he is dying 
for is worthwhile? 

“The corporations and compa- 
nies that fuel the conflicts from a 
distance don’t give a damn,” O’Brien 
continues. “They give money to 
both sides of the conflict. When 
there is chaos, it’s easy to mine dia- 
monds and extract minerals because 
nobody is paying attention. Nobody 
cares, it’s only crazy blacks killing 
each other.” 


DURING THIS TIME, O’Brien also 
spent time traveling to remote areas 
of Zimbabwe where traditions of 
sculpture had been thriving for cen- 
turies. “I started seeing art and get- 
ting to know where it came from 
and what it was about,” O’Brien 
explains. “I traded my boots for a 
couple of pieces of sculpture. It was 
cool stuff.” Soon he began to go out 
into the bush with a backpack filled 
with his clothes and return with it 
stuffed with art. He realized that if 


he could sell this sculpture and cre- 
ate a market for it, he could give the 
artists a sense of pride and an 
income. “If anything is going to 
change a community, or a country, 
it has to be something like that. I 
don’t know a better way.” 


ISUAL ART 


This change of heart was how 
O'Brien's military career came to an 
end, and this former soldier, with 
short-cropped hair and a military 
demeanour, eventually came to 
Canada and became the owner of a 
top-notch contemporary African art 
gallery in the heart of Edmonton. 
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line Is Friday at 3pm 


ALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 jasper Ave (482- 
) * EXOTIQUE AND FAVOURITE: Artworks by 

Atyeo, Elin Neumann, Daniel Unger, Margaret 
derhaeghe, Lara Chauvin, Gordon Harper, and 
ptures by Patrick Meagher * Until Dec. 23 


/A CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186-106 
38-6611) * Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed 
ols) * A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION OF CRAFT: 
Ucrafted pottery, glassware, textiles, wood, jew- 
y and home furnishings * Until Dec. 24 


BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street St. Albert 
679) * Open Tue, Wed, Fri 10am-6pm; Thu 
M-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * IN CHARACTER...: 
orks by Yardley Jones; until Dec. 31 * 

olours by Jim Brager and Gregg Johnson, art- 

by Art Beat’s new artist Karoll Dayice Brinton, 
d works by Richard Goerg and Mason Eyben * 
Iber-january 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA (EDMONTON ART 
) 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422-6223) * 
Tue-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; Thu 
Dam-8pm; Sat, Sun 11am-Spm; closed Mon * 
Dec. 24, Dec. 27, Dec. 31 (1am-Spm); 
d for Christmas and Boxing Day; closed for 
fears Day, and Jan. 2; open Jan. 7 (1-4pm) * 
ARD BURTYNSKY; until Feb. 26 * ITUKIAGATTA: 
Sculpture from the TD Bank Financial Group 
ston; until Feb, 26 « EXPERIENCE A WORLD OF 
IDER IN INUIT ART: Work on soap-carving, print- 
Ing, and appliqué projects Dec. 27-30 (1-3pm) 
agatta carving demonstrations; Dec. 28 (1- 
) with Fran Cuyler * Jan. 8 (1-4pm) * NATURAL 
B OPHY: until Jan. 8 © THE SEASONS OF PRAIRIE 
William Kurelek; until jan. 8 * FRENCH 
‘5: From the National Gallery of Canada 
until Jan. 8 * WILLIAM EDDINS: 


n Selection * Kitchen Gallery: INUIT ART: 
EXPERIENCE; Travel and transport in the 


until Feb. 26 « Tours: Weekends: 

1:30, 2:30, 3:30pm » Children’s Gallery: 
®-NOG (FOREVER YOUNG): By Spider Yardley- 

‘$9 (adult)/$6 (student/senior)/$3 (child 6- 
Ee (member/child 5 and under) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12220 Jasper Ave (453- 
1555) * Open Tue-Sun, closed for the holidays Dec. 
25-27 * Artworks by Jennifer Mack, Maya Eventov, 
Eric Waugh, Denise Lefebvre, Pei Yang, Irina 
Koulikoy, and Emilija Pasagic * December 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10217-106 St, 3rd FI 
(439-9532/429-2024) * Open every Thu * 365 
DAYS AGO: Artworks by various artists created over 
the last 365 days * Every Thu until Dec. 29 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 St (482-1204) « 
Artworks by Norval Morrisseau, Daphne Odjig, Roy 
Thomas, Jane Ash Poitras, George Littlechild, joane 
Cardinal-Schubert, Jim Logan, Maxine Noel, Aaron 
Paquette and others 


BRINSMEAD ZIOLA KENNEDY ARCHITECTURE 
10434-122 St * Open: Mon-Fri 8am-Spm * 
ROOTS: Paintings by Jodi Tychkowsky * Until Jan. 2 


BRUCE PEEL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY B- 
Rutherford South, U of A Campus (492-5998) « 
Open: Mon-Fri 10am-4:30pm * LAYING THE 
FOUNDATIONS: Featuring photographs, archival 
documents, and important works from Alexander 
Cameron Rutherford’s book collection * Until Dec. 


CENTRE DARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 9103- 
95 Ave. (461-3427) * ARTISTC EXPRESSIONS: 
Artworks by Lucie Fuilion, Madeline Belimond, 
Jacque Rioux and Frangoise Fiset * Until Dec. 24 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
Ave (439-8210) * Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm * 
ALBERTA LANDSCAPES-~THE HUMAN TOUCH: 
Paintings by Christ! Bergstrom * Until Feb. 28 
COLLECTIV CONTEMPORARY ART AND DESIGN 
102, 6421-112 Ave (491-0002) * Open: Wed-Fri 12- 
6pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12-4pm * CHRISTMAS 
SHOW: Artworks by Brad Burns, Matt Gould, Jan 
Hoekstra, Rob Buttery, Heather Millar, Laura’ 
McKibbon as well as new artists Ben Skinner, 
Genevieve Dionne, and Tim Rechner * Until Dec. 24 
(open Dec. 24 10am-3pm, closed Dec. 25-Jan. 10) 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 St (488- 
4445) « CHRISTMAS 2005: New artworks by gallery 
artists and new acquisitions * Until Dec. 24 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fl, University 
Extension Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: 
Mon-Thu (8:30am-8pm), Fri (8:30am-4:30pm), Sat 
(9am-noon) * Laura Evans Reid, an early student of 
Henry Glyde; until Jan. 4 * DRAWINGS: By thor 
Dmytruk; Jan. 9-Feb. 1 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) 
* PAGAN LIGHT: Photo paintings by Neil Fiertel; 
until Dec. 30 * Artworks by Madeline jones; 
through January 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) « 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * MELLUFLU- 
OUS: Vancouver installation artist Helena Wadsley; 
Jan. 6-Feb. 4 * Fromt Room: BETTERSTILL Kris 
Lindskoog; Jan. 6-Feb. 4 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place, 1083) 
University Ave (433-5282) * PAST EXHIBITORS 
SHOW: Artworks by former Alberta gallery exhibitors 
* Jan. 11-Feb, 2 © Gallery Art Walk at Strathcona 
Place Senior Centre: Wed, jan. 11 


JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 7711-85 St (465- 
6171) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm * 
CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA: Paintings and prints by 
gallery artists and visiting artists. Pottery by local 
potters and art cards * Through December 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 1181 7-80 St 
(479-8424) * Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-5S:30pm; Sat 
9:30am-4pm * Artworks by Myles MacDonald, 
Waltraut Unbekannt-Lafleur, and Dave Ripley. 
Giclee reproductions of prints by Len Gibbs, 
Raymond Chow, Dorothy Oxbourgh, Ted Hesketh 
* Through December 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990 1161) * 
SONG OF SONGS: Paintings by Tslila Barzel 


LATITUDE 53 10248-196 St, 2nd FI (423-5353) * 
Open Tue-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 12-Spm 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat- 
Sun 1-8pm * FIVE DEFINITIONS OF SPIRIT: 
Artworks by Allison Argy-Burgess, Roger Belley, 
Sharon Moore-Foster, Teresa Halkow with musical 
composition by John Caverly, curated by Robert 
Sinclair ¢ Until jan. 29 


MCPAG 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open 
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; Sun 10am-6:30pm * Drawings 
and paintings by Michael Mott « Until Jan. 12 


MILNER ART GALLERY Theatre Foyer Gallery, 
Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(496-7000) * DRAWING THE REMARKABLE MARIA: 
CRAYONS ACROSS THE AMERICAS: Artworks by Tara 
Langlois and Patti Mcintosh * Until Jan. 2 


MUDDY WATERS CAFE 8211-111 St (966-8612) * 
Artworks by Rebecca Schroder * Until Jan. 28 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert (459-1528) * Open: Mon-Sat 10am-Spm, 
Sun 1-Spm * SCOUTING FOR INDIANS; Photographs 
by Jeffrey Thomas * Until Feb. 26 


NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 
Stollery Gallery, 9702-111 Ave (474-7611) * Open 


But despite the outstanding quality 
of the art and the growing fame of 
the artists, it hasn’t been an easy 
tide. Beyond the regular difficulties 
of making a gallery financially 
viable, making trips to Zimbabwe 
comes with its own challenges. 
When O’Brien returned to Zimbab- 
we last summer to collect work for 
the current show, for instance, there 
was no fuel anywhere in the coun- 
try, No way to get around, and many 
of the artists had fled their homes 
when their village was torn down by 
the military. 

But despite the overwhelming 
obstacles, the financial risks and per- 
sonal safety concerns, O’Brien can’t 
give up. He'd like to see his gallery 


Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 6:30-8:30pm, Thu 6- 
8pm * OFFERINGS FROM THE THIRD DIMENSION: 
Experimental work in clay; until Dec. 30 ¢ Artworks 
drawn from life in the Sudan and Cairo, by 
Emmanuel Bara Matiya; Jan. 9-Feb. 10; opening 
reception: Jan. 12 (4-8pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat 
(10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * PRESENCE: St 
Albert Place Visual Arts Council (SAPVAC); until Dec 
37 = IN SEQUENCE: jan. 12-Mar. 3 


REYNOLDS-ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km W of 
Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13 (780-361-1351/1-800-661 
4726) * Open: Tue-Sun 10am-Spm * LIFE AND 
TIMES OF THE MOTORCYCLE: Until Sept. 17, 2006 
* $9 (adult)/$7 (youth)/$5 (child)/free (child six 
and under) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM | 2845-102 Ave - 
9100) * Open Mon-Sun 9am-Spm * KID STUFF: A 
nostalgic look at dozens of classic toys from the ‘SOs 
and ‘60s; until Jan. 9 « QUEENS OF THE COURT: THE 
EDMONTON GRADS; until Feb. 12 


SADDLERY CALLERY, 10137-104 St (429-4092) « 
THE SADDLERY SERIES 2: EMERGING IMPRINTS 
Group exhibit * Until Dec. 23 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat 12-Spm * AND NOW, THEN OTHERWISE 
Printworks suggesting the idea of time and tem- 
poral release by Toronto artist David Armstrong; 
Jan. S-Feb. 18; reception, artist in attendance: 
Thu, Feb. 16 (7-9pm) 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St 
albert (460-5990) * Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm, Sat 
10am-4pm * WET PAINT: Artworks by various 
artists = Until Dec. 31 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY 2nd Fi, 11631-105 Ave (452 
8906) * Open: Tue-Sat 1 lam-4pm, or by appoint- 
ment * XMAS EXHIBITION: Small artworks by 
Caroline and Frank Armington, Illingworth Kerr, 
John Koemer, Richard Yats, Bernie Hippel, Mare 
Siegner, Gordon Snyder, Dan Bagan and others, sil- 
ver sculpture by Stuart Adams * Until Dec. 23 


URBAN ROOTS 10143 Whyte Ave (438-5978) « 
Paintings/photographs by Peca Rajkovic. Sculpture 
and masks by Ritchie Velthuis. Paintings and cast 
bronze by Tania Gamer-Tomas * Until Dec. 31 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-S:30pm * 
IMPRESSIONS: Paintings by Bernie Hippel and pho- 
tographs by Robert Michiel * Jan. 5-Feb. 4 * 
Opening reception: Thu, Jam 5 (7-9:30pm) 
VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * Classical 
figure and stil life paintings by Lam. Photographs of 
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support the artists in rebuilding their 
homes and in sending their children 
to school. “If I don’t have a purpose. 
I don’t get up in the morning,” he 
explains. The horrors he was 
exposed to as a soldier inexorably 
drive him to higher goals. “It made 
me value different things. Some peo- 
ple get bitter and mad at the world, 
others will go the opposite direction. 
I would like to do something good. 
That to me is wealth—wealth of the 

heart.” © 
2006 COLLECTION OF 
ZIMBABWEAN STONE SCULPTURE 
Curated by Shaun O’Brien * Murungo 
Gallery of Edmonton (10614-124 St) 
*To Spring 2006 


flowers by Anderson 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, Main F 

10150 jasper Ave * Open: Mon-Sat noon-Spm * 
THE SPIRIT OF GENEROSITY: Original gifts, handmade 
by local artists * Until Dec. 24 


LITER z 


CBC CENTRE STAGE CBC's Broadcast Centre, Gity 
Centre Mall * CBC Radio's Poetry Face-Off: Five 
poets will be chosen by a panel of CBC judges and 
commissioned and paid to write and perform an 
original piece on this year’s there “Irresistible”, 
bring your best work that’s suitable for a radio audi- 
ence * Wed, Jan. 4 


GREENWOODS’ BOOKSHOPPE 7925-104 St (439- 


2005) * George R.R. Martin will be reading from his 
new novel A Feast For Crows * Wed, jan. 11 (7pm) 
NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jas e * Music 
poetry, and performance art of ge hosted 
by the Naked Eclectic Electric C tra * Every 
Thu (Spin) 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Thu 8:30pm, Fri 
(8:30pm), Sat (8pm and 10:30pm) * Closed Dec 
21-28 © Rick Reed; Dec. 29-31 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882- 
170 St (483-5999) * Show times nightly at 8pm; 
weekends 8pm and 10:30pm aryl Makk, Sean 
Gramiak and quest; Dec. 22-2 Set Hypnotized: 


with Sebastian Steele; Tue, Dec. 27 * 8.0.1. (Best of 
improv): featuring improvising teams, along with 
the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; Wed, Dec. 28 * Ron 
Vaudry, Nigel Lawrenc, Rick Bronson; Dec. 29-30 = 
New Year's Extravaganza: Featuring Ron Vaudry (Just 
for Laughs), Nigel Lawrence, and Rick Bronson; 7pm 
(buffet/show, and show only tickets); 10pm (show, 
ind. champagne, party favours, prizes, midnight 
lunch, party to follow show) * Get Hypnotized: 
with Sheldon Fingler; Tue, jan. 3 * 8.0.1. (Best of 
Improv): Featuring Edmonton's improvising teams 
with the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; Wed, Jan. 4 * 
Ron Vaudry (Just for Laughs) with Vince Fluke, and 
Daryl Makk Jan. 5-8 * Get Hypnotized: with 
Sebastian Steele; Tue, jan. 10 * B.O.). (Best of 
Improv): Featuring Edmonton's improvising teams 
with the Fresh Faces of Stand-Up; Wed, Jan. 17 


YUK YUK’S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry 


"SEE NEXT PAGE 


= or e-mail Glenys at 
fisti 


Fax your free listings to 426-2889 


ings@vueweekly.com 
Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 
6328A-104 St; every Thu (6:30-8:30) * Organic 
Roots, 8225-122 St; every third Thu (6:30pm) 
CONVERSATION CAFE Unity of Edmonton 
Church, 13212-106 Ave * Meeting presented by 
Rev. Yvonne Racine * Every Tue (1-3pm) 


FAMILY MEDIATION SOCIETY City Hall, 
Heritage Rm * Lunch and Learn: Rob Papin and 


“> Derrick Powder show the film Gang Aftermath (ex- 


gang members open to any questions and/or 
information about their program) * jan. 17 
(noon-Ipm) * Free 

FAVA’S MONTHLY WRITER'S CIRCLE 
Exhibition Suite (429-1671) * Meeting on the 
first Tue ea. month (7-Spm), to discuss, share and 
comment on work in progress, common chal- 
lenges and and to hear from special guests 


GREAT EXPEDITIONS Hostel International, 
10647-81 Ave (454-6216) * Mt. Kilimanjaro, 
Serengeti and Zanzibar Africe (2004), slide pre- 
sentation by Patti Stobbe * jan. 9 


OUR NORTH AMERICA: FROM TURTLE 
ISLAND TO THE SECURITY AND PROSPERITY 
PARTNERSHIP Tory Bdg, Basement, Rm 95 * 
New Issues: Civil Society and Democracy, lecture 
featuring speakers Laura Macdonald and Jeffrey 
Ayres * Jan. 12 (3:30-Spm) 


» 
REIKI CIRCLE StillPoint Healing Centre, 110, 


10350-1 24 St (452-9388) « Presented by Tim 
Dayna Boetzkes * Wed, Dec. 28 (7-10pm) * $10 
pre-register 


VEGEGARIANS OF ALBERTA Riverdale Hall, 
9231-100 Ave * Happy, healthy, hearty New Year 
potluck dinner, bring a vegetarian/vegan dish for 
at least six people and your own utensils, etc * 
Sun, Jan. 8 (5.30pm) * $2 (member), $3 (non- 
member) 
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QUEER LISTINGS 


AGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A Campus * 
Sex, sexual, gender differences in education and 
culture focus group * Contact Dr. Andre Grace 
(andre.grace@ualberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP bwcof- 
feegroup@yahoo.ca * Social group for bi-curious 
and bisexual women * Second Wed each month 
(7:30pm) 

BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423- 
5014) * Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant, 
shows. Members only 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 Jasper Ave (488-6636) 
* Open daily 9-3, Fri 8-3 * Mon: Amateur strip con- 
test (12:30); D] Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: Free 
pool, Malebox, DJ Arrowchaser * Wed; Gurlz Gone 
Wild Midnite: with Dj Eddy Toonflash, Mia Fellow, 
Ashley Love, Yohko Oh-no, quests * Thu; Wet 
Undies Contest (12:30): with Dj Squiggles, Yohko 
Ob-no * Fri: Dj Alvaro dance party, male strippers * 
Sat: Theme parties, leather/fetish dungeon, free 
pool, poo! tournament, D] Arrowchaser * Sun: 
Stardust Lounge with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair 
(11pm), Dj Eddy Toonflash 


DOWN UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 
Jasper Ave (482-7960) * Open 24/7 * 
www.gayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIA- 
TION (422-6207) * An organization for gay men 
and lesbians in business and their non-gay friends 
to share business knowledge, learn, make friends 
and network in a positive, proud space where 
being yourself is the norm 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300, 
11456-Jasper Ave (488-5742) or contact7@hived- 
monton.com * Programs and support Services for 
people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and 
related illnesses. Counselling, referrals, support 
groups, harm reduction, education, advocacy and 
public awareness campaigns 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-iden- 
tified and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate stu- 
dent, academic, straight allies and support staff * 
Third Thu each month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 
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E 404, 10408-124 afi 
posit mic ist bh I 
5768) * Providing confidential peer support to 
people living with HIV * Every Tue (7-9pm): 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, 8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rm 3-18 
(490-7332) * Program for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English 
and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th 
Sat (9am-Spm) * Free (member)/$10 (member- 
ship) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
www.geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * 
Recreational and competitive swimming with 
coaching, beginners encouraged to participate. 
Socializing after practices * Every Tue and Thu 


MEDITATION 10502-70 Ave (633-6157) = 
Tranquility meditation, Tibetan tradition WITH Ani 
Lama Kunsang * am) * Free 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE Pride Centre, 10010- 
109 St (488-3234) * Every Sun (7pm): A safe, sup- 
portive, confidential discussion group talking about 
all gay related issues, for men at any stage of com- 
ing out * Free » talkingwithpride@hotmail.com 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 10010-109 St (462-5958) * 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 
7:30pm * Support/education for parents, families 
and friends of lesbians/gays/bisexuals/transgenders 


PRIDE CENTRE 10010-109 St (488-3234) * Open: 
Mon-Fri 7-10 « Edmonton’s GLBT Community 
Centre, offering drop-in counselling services, com- 
munity access computers, community group meet- 
ing space, resource materials, and a games and TV 
area * Christmas Day turkey dinner hosted by Men 
Talking With Pride; Sun, Dec. 25; free, all ages, all 
genders event, pre-register 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-101 St, back 
entrance (990-0038) * Lesbian and gay 
bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open 
Sun-Thu 8pm-3am, Fri-Sat 8pm-4am * Wed: 
Amateur strip with Weena Luy, Sticky Vicky, DJ 
Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows: Sticky’s open stage 
and the Weakest Link game second and last Thu 
with DJ Jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New 
European music with DJ Outtawak Downstairs: DJ 
Jazzy * Sat: Every Sat like new years: Upstairs: 
Monthly theme parties with DJ Jazzy; Downstairs: 
New music with Dj Dan and Mike * Long weekend 
Sundays: Betty Ford Hangover Clinic Show: Every 
Jong weekend with Dj Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (mem- 
ber)/$4 (non-member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/S6 
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STEAMWO! 45 jasper Ave (4: 
Steam baths open daily (24hrs) 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open 
Daily (noon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and 
Tizzy (7-12pm) * Tue, Sat-Sun: Pool tournaments 
YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH Pride Centre 
10010-109 St, www.members.shaw.ca/yuy * Every 
Sat (7-9pm) * An adult facilitated social/support 
group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and 
straight youth under the age of 25 


SPECIAL EVEN 


BRIDAL FAIR 2006 Shaw Conference Centre, 
451-8000 * Sun, Jan. 8 (11:30am and 3:30pm) * 
$13.50 


CINEMA AT THE CENTRE Stanley A. Milner 
Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7070) * 
Agata and the Storm, Italian with English subtitles, 
rating: 14A, sexual content * Wed, Jan. 11 (7pm) 
* Free 

INDIGO StillPoint, 110, 10350-124 St (452-9388) * 
Movie showing, hosted by Tim Dayna Boetzkes * 
Wed, Jan. 4 (7-9pm) * $5 

NEW YEAR’S DAY POLAR BEAR DIP 
Summerside Beach Club Lake Summerside, 1720- 
88 St SW (5 of Ellerslie Rd), (497-7558/886-8885) « 
Sun, Jan. 1 (noon) * Participant registration dead- 
line is Dec. 30 (4pm) 


KARAOK 


ALBERT’S 9308-34 Ave * Every Tue (8pm): with 
Prosound Productions 

AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every 
Thu (9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-111 Ave (414-0545) * Every 
Wed-Sun (9pm): with Brad Scott 

BANKER’S PUB 16753-100 St (406-5440) © Every 
Fri (9pm-lam) * Every Sun (8pm-midnight): with 
Off-Key Entertainment 

BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 32 St. Anne Street, 
St. Albert, 418-6332 * Every Thu * Every Wed: 
name that tune 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) 
* Every Sun (8pm-12): Hosted by Jeannie 

CEILI'S IRISH PUB 10338-109 St (426-5555) © 
Every Sat (9pm): Jameoke 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Every Mon (9pm): with 


> Fa 


i =e Prosound Productions 


PEt Pe 7 
FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (478-4636) « 
Every Thu/Sat (10pm-2:30am): Debra-Fae 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Ey.,, 
Tue/Wed (9pm) 

HOLIDAY INN 4520-76 Ave * Every Thu 
(8:30pm): with Linda, Prosound Production; 
JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave (451-8779) . 
Every Mon (7-11 pm): hosted by Peggy Sue 
LAKEVIEW PUB 18, 9104-179 Ave = Every ;,) 
(9pm-lam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
MOJO’S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchew,, 
Every Fri (9:30pm): with Prosound Productioy, 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) . 
Every Tue (9:30pm) with Right Said Ed 
PICAKDS PUB 10725-104 Ave (428-4386) . 
Every Wed (8pm): with Christy, Mr. Entertainer) 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, }(;,, 
1017 St (423-3499); every Mon-Sat (9pm); Su, 
(7pm): with Ruth * Highstreet, 10315-124 ;, 
(482-1600); daily (9:30pm) * Old Strathcon, 
10475-80 Ave (439-7211); every Thu-Sat (9 30pm 
1:30am) * 99 St, 63 Ave; every Thu-Sat (9pm, 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 

SANTANA'S © Every Wed (9pm-2am) ; 
SILVER MARTINI 10668-156 St * Every Thy 
(9pm): with Sonia, Prosound Productions » ¢ 

Sat (9pm): with Prosound Productions 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND ROLLER SK ATi, 
DISCO 13710-104 St (472-6336) * Every Tues 5, 
Sat (7pm-midnight), Sat-Sun (1-Spm) 
SUNSET PIZZA 152, Stony Plain Rd * Every 
Wed-Sat (9pm-2am) 

T. B'S PUB 62 St, Stony Plain Rd (443-262)) » 
Every Fri-Sat (9pm-2am): with Jeannie; gam. 
prizes 

TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every f; 
(9pm-lam) 

WHISTLE STOP PUB 24 Ave, 132 St (451 ) 
Every Wed-Thu: with Jeannie 

WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) 
Every Fri/Sat (9pm-1am) 

WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Oper 
Daily (noon) * Every Sat-Wed (7pm-midnight) 
with Annie and Tizzy 

YESTERDAY'S 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert (459. 
0295) * Every Tue (9pm-lam): Off-Key 
Entertainment with Nicole 


* ALL XMAS decorations, boxed cards, 
and holiday giftware 50% OFF 


¢ All Everyday Giftware 25% OFF 
* Selected Instrument Clearouts 


- Extra discounts 10% - 2029 


www.gordonpricemusic.com 


OFF 


PLUS OUR EVER POPULAR 


for the 
price of 


sales@gordonpricemusic.com 


Sheet Music 


& Book SALE 


ARTS WEEKIY = 


Continued from page 4 


Mall (481-9857) * Thu/Sat 8pm, Fri 8pm and 
10:30pm * Every Wed: Pro AM comedy jam * es 
Complimentary admission through December: 
Wed/Thu 8pm, and Fri/Sat 10:30pm to anyone 
who makes a donation to the Edmonton Food Ba 
* Andrew Grose, Toby Hargrave, Kerry Unger, D: 
21-23 « Johnny ‘Bagpipes’ Johnston's fundraising 
event; Wed, Jan. 25 and Thu, Jan. 26; proceeds g 
to an elementary school in South Africa 


CANADIAN GRAFFITI jubilations Dinner Theat’ 
WEM, Phase Ill, Upper Level, 22253, 8882-170 ‘t 
(484-2424) « Until Jan. 21 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Maclab Theale : 
8928-101A Ave (425-1820) * A spectacular holidi 
family tradition * Until Dec. 23 


THE CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT Roxy 
Theatre, 10708 124 St (453-2440) * Presented | 
by Theatre Network * Until Dec, 23 (8pm) * il 
at TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre 10329-83 Av« 
(433-3399) © Directed by Dana Andersen 
Intrigue, passion and shennanigans abound '" 
Edmonton's live improvised soap opera * Eve!’ 
Mon (8pm) © Tickets at the door 


THE GLASS MENAGERIE Catalyst Theatre, 
Gateway Boulevard (431-1750) * Kill Your 
Theatre presents Tennessee Williams’ The Glass 
Menagerie, directed by Kevin Sutley and stars 
Nathan Cuckow, Beth Graham, Chris Bullovo! 
Marianne Copithorne * Jan. 5-21 (8pm), S28" 
(2pm and 8pm) * $16/$12 * Free preview: |” 
Two-For-One-Tues: Jan. 10 and 17; opening "9 
gala: $20 © Tickets available at TIX on the Sque" 


THE GOLDEN AGE OF ROCK, POaP AND pot) 
WOP Mayfield Dinner Theatre, Mayfield Inn. 
16615-109 Ave (483-4051) © Until Feb. 12 


MY FAIR LADY Festival Place, 100 Festival Wi 
Sherwood Park (449-3378/451-8000) * Mus" 
adapted from Bernard Shaw’s play Pygma!i0" 
Henry Higgins, an opinionated linguistics pr 
sor and confirmed bachelor, makes a wage!" 
he can transform Eliza Doolittle, a cockney fg 
girl into a high society lady * Dec. 22-23, 2 

(7:30pm); Dec. 26 (2pm and 7:30pm) * 5 > 
(show only adult)/$15 (show only children 1 ‘ 
and under)/$42 (show/lunch, Dec. 26, adult)! 

(show/lunch, Dec. 26, child 12 and under) 
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py ROB BREZSNY 


yy Holy Daze, Aries! I've been meditating 
holiday gift for you. What sym- 
jtem might inspire you to take maxi- 
» advantage of the cosmic currents in 
«2 And the answer is: “The Daughter of 
Meyer,” one of Vincent van Gogh's first 
ings. He did it when he was 27 years old. 
s right: The celebrated painter didn’t 
begin his life’s work until then, having 
sd in his careers as an art dealer and 
‘ner. in recommending this as'a present 
ou, | hope you'll be inspired to realize 
no matter what you've done up until this 

the coming year will give you a chance 
srt fresh on a new quest—maybe even a 
+ that will sustain you for decades. 


BYTAURUS zane 


py Holy Daze, Taurus! I've been meditat- 
on the perfect holiday gifts for you. 

symbolic items might inspire you to 
maximum advantage of the cosmic cur- 
: in 2006? And the answer is: several 
Jength mirrors that you can arrange in 
b a way so as to study what you look like 
behind and from the side as well as 
the front. What’s my reasoning? | 
eve you should get to know yourself 
th, much better in the coming months. 


_ You should gaze into your own mysteries far 
” more frequently than you ever have before, 


and try to see yourself with as much com- 
passionate objectivity as possible. 


Happy Holy Daze, Gemini! I've been medi- 
tating on the perfect holiday gifts for you. 
What symbolic items might stimulate you to 
take maximum advantage of the cosmic cur- 
rents in 2006? The answer is: a lot of beauti- 
ful, comfortable shoes suitable for a variety 
of moods, from hiking to working to travel- 
ing to dancing. | recommend this dramatic 
upgrade in footwear because | think it would 
help drive home the single most important 
task you have ahead of you, which is to 
come all the way down to earth. This is the 
year you've got to become as well-grounded 
as you've ever dared to be. 


same] CARICER 


Happy Holy Daze, Cancerian! I've decided 
that the best possible gift you could give 
yourself this holiday season is this: a promise 
that you will love yourself with more wild 
abandon, reverent devotion, and unpre- 
dictable ingenuity in 2006. If you agree with 
my idea, then | suggest you make formal 
pledge to do just that, preferably written out 
on a piece of paper and placed in a promi- 
nent place in your home. To carry out your 
vow, you might want to commit to a regular 
schedule of thoughtful gestures, like buying 
yourself a dozen roses or getting a massage 
twice a month—or handing yourself a com- 
pliment and putting yourself in the presence 
of awesome beauty once a day. 


e {LEO ay 23-22 


Happy Holy Daze, Leo! I’ve been meditating 
on the perfect holiday gifts for you. What 


symbolic items might stimulate you to take 
maximum advantage of the cosmic currents 
in 2006? Here’s my answer: a skateboard or 
snowboard or bongo board. If you devel- 
oped your proficiency on one of these, you'd 
be cultivating the same capacity you should 
build in your psyche: really good balance. In 
the coming months, | hope you will become 
a master of maintaining your equilibrium, 
seeing all sides of every story, and taking the 
middle path between two extremes. 


AL (WIRED nsza- sen 


Happy Holy Daze, Virgo! I've been meditat- 
ing on the perfect holiday gifts for you. What 
symbolic offerings might inspire you to be in 
closest alignment with the cosmic currents in 
2006? I’ve decided on a pair of binoculars, a 
microscope, and sunglasses with mirrors in 
the corner of each lens that allow you to 
gaze on the reflections of things behind you. 
These, | hope, would give you the message 
that you should try hard to see further, deep- 
er, and more clearly; you should become 
more greedily eager to notice details you've 
been blind to in the past. 


ERTUBRA swin-vs 


Happy Holy Daze, Libra! I’ve been meditat- 
ing on the perfect holiday gifts for you. 
What symbolic items might stimulate you to 
take maximum advantage of the cosmic cur- 
rents in 2006? The first thing that comes to 
mind is a bar of gold bullion or a stack of 
gold coins. It might stir up your financial 
imagination and motivate you to take 
aggressive steps to increase your income, 
which would be right in line with the sce- 
nario that the astrological omens suggest is 
possible. What might be even more effec- 
tive, though, is a photo or image or drawing 
that captures the invigorating experiences 
you'll be able to buy yourself when you have 
more money. 


A | 
f you want to place your Classified ad in 
jease phone 426-1996. _ 

line is noon the Tuesday before publication. 


catering 


lanie's Thai & Lao Fusion Cuisine Catering. 
Kitchen. For info call Stephanie, 478-421 
or 413-0229. 


ink 


} 
0 


classes 


Meditation for everyone! % 

Learn practical meditation methods with _ 
hist monk. Amitabha Kadampa Buddhist 
© Gameau United, 11148-84 Ave. Drop- 

in Thurs. 7-9pm. Ph: 412-1006 
www.MeditationEdmonton.org 


Always wanted to be a Martial Artist? 
hy watt another day? Call Northern River 
Karate School 707-3693 for a free class! 


dance 


BELLY DANCE CLASSES 
arting fen 9th, all levels, Edmonton North & 
entral, Ph. 488-0706 for more info or visit 
www.aldiya.byregion.net 


Massage therapy 


, bu're tired of insufficient therapies call Heidi 
483-1658. Therapeutic massage Licence: 
7439417-0017439415-001. 


SAricuncements | 1 


Ladies tanzanite 8.7 ct set in platinum. Appraised 
value $21,500. Sau $11,500 obo. Please call 
19-9956. 


Ladies platinum ring with 11 diamonds selling for 
$900. Please call 909 -9956. 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 
the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 
Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


The Starlight Room wants you. 


Edmonton’s premier Entertainment 
| Venue is looking for out-going staff to 
| help out with promotions, bartending, 
security and other positions. 
if you are interested in becoming 
part of the Starlite Team please 
drop-off your resume to 
10030-102 Ave in person or call 
780-428-1099 for more information. 


1 Email: 
, *Deadline: Tuesday at Noon 


1 *Print your copy legibly on lines provided at right. 
eUp to 45 characters per line. 
eEvery letter, space or mark counts as 1 character. 


| .allow one space following punctuation. 


for sale 


help wanted 


1 Phone 426-1996 trom 9am-Spm Monday to Friday 
office@vueweekly.com 
Office:10303-108 St. Edmonton 
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help wanted 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
pernvPT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking 
for reliable, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


7 Imme 
Openings 
Expanding 
Operation 
Full-time & 
Part-time 
Positions 

6 Days a week 

Paid Weekly 

702-5519 


THREE LINES 
FOR $12.50 


| 
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H 


SCORPIO sctzs-nv2s 


Happy Holy Daze, Scorpio! I've been medi- 
tating on the perfect holiday gift for you. 
What symbolic offering might inspire you to 
be in closest alignment with the cosmic cur- 
rents in 2006? I've decided on a magnesium 
firestarter, a metal tool with a striking rod 
that’s guaranteed to kindle a flame even 
when conditions are wet. This would, | 
hope, send you the message that your job in 
the coming months is to be constantly 
ablaze—to ignite passions, burn down 
obstacles, and be a source of intense light 
and warmth and energy wherever you go. 


a) [SAGITTARIUS ex 2-ee 21 


Happy Holy Daze, Sagittarius! I’ve been 
meditating on the perfect holiday gift for 
you. What would best get you ready for 
2006? What symbolic offering might moti- 
vate you to take maximum advantage of the 
astrological opportunities? And the answer 
is: the biggest, baddest vacuum cleaner ever 
made—a sleek, chic cleaning machine with 
turbocharged suction power, a hundred dif- 
ferent attachments, and a very long reach 
Such a gift would, | think, be an inspiring 
metaphor as you dive into the coming year’s 
most important project: to purge every last 
bit of messiness and chaos and karmic dirt 
that have accumulated in your life during 
the last 10 years. 


Happy Holy Daze, Capricom! I’ve been med- 
itating on the perfect holiday gifts for you 
What items might inspire you to take maxi 
mum advantage of the cosmic currents in 
2006? And the answer is: anything that 
makes you laugh harder, deeper, faster, and 
more often. For me that would be some- 


services 


PHONE DISCONNECTED? 


LOWEST RECONNECTION RATES 
WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD. 


switch 10 EASY RECONMECT. Get RECONNECTED | 


Conquer your fear o f ce 
Lights Toastmasters! Meeting wn every 
Tuesday at noon. Call Perry af “2 2 for details 


Teach Greiish Oucis 


TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 
1-888-270-2941 
FREE Info Seminar 
Tuesday @ 7pm 
7712 104 St 


(Calgary Trall Southbound 
Across from Save-on-Foods) se 4 


(Quote: EVw1) —= 


Cho, Chris Rock, Dave Chappelle, and Sarah , 
Silverman, but you might need different 
stimuli. The point is, you've got to siqnifi- 
cantly raise your Laugh Quotient in the com- 
ing months. The astrological omens say it’s 
the only strategy that’s guaranteed to make 
you an expert problem-solver, increase your 
intelligence, and keep you in peak health 


AQUARIUS 


Happy Holy Daze, Aquarius! I've been med- 
itating on the perfect holiday gift for you 

What symbolic item might inspire you to 
take maximum advantage of the co © 
currents in 2006? I’ve decided it would be 
a fortune cookie inside of which was an 
oracle based on an old Sufi saying: “! was a 
hidden treasure and | longed te be 
known.” This would serve as your motto 
and mantra in the coming montns, a, 
reminder that it’s high time for you to 
come out of every closet, throw off all your 
disguises, and reveal the curious, beautiful 
truths about yourself. Even if you don’t do 
that, | bet you'll still become er known 
in 2006; not necessarily famous, bu 
tainly more accurately perceived and more 
deeply understood 


Jan 20 - Feb 18 


Happy Holy Daze, Pisces! I've been meditat- 
ing on the perfect holiday gift for you. What 
would best get you ready for 2006? What 
symbolic offering might motivate you to 
take maximum advantage of the astrological 
opportunities ahead? And the answer is 

roundtrip plane ticket to the mysterious 
frontier or thrilling sanctuary or provocative 
paradise you've been fantasizing about off 
and on for a long time. Why? Because this is 


the year you really need to escape the insidi- 
ous comforts that have been sapping your 
ability to be the brave dreamer you were 


born to be. @ 


MODAL MUSIC INC 


221-3116 


vate instruction: focus on individua 
Professional, caring ir 
with music degrees. 
Quality music instruction 


artist to artist : 


Wanted Samuel Jack Winnfield v 
audio pro. Mare @ Movie 


vice for 


aster Shop. 707 


SEE NEXT PAGE 


Overseas Job 
Guaranteed! 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 
Peg o’ my heart 


Dear Andrea: 
| have a fascination with anal penetra- 
tion. I've never been turned on by look- 
ing at the male body, but actual 
penetration in gay porn does get me 
aroused, For years | was confused—how 
could | want to receive anal sex but not 
be gay or bi? | thought that maybe that | 
was but just didn’t know it or was con- 
vincing myself that | wasn’t. | have tried 
to explore “pegging” with my wife, but 
she is totally turned off. 

Up until now I’ve never acted on this 
impulse, but then | actually talked to 
someone on the internet about hooking 
up to experiment, but when it came down 
to it, | canceled. | did this a couple of 
times, always canceling for multiple rea- 
sons, number one being that I’m happily 
married and could never bring myself to 

* cheat on my wife, and number two, the 
thought of catching a disease scares the 
hell out of me. Since then, | read a Savage 
Love article about a guy whose girlfriend 
saw he was looking at shemale sites. He 
said that guys into that typically aren't 
gay, but just have a fascination with the 
male genitalia. It was like a light came on 
for me and made me understand that I’m 
not really gay, but just into penetration. 

Unfortunately, my wife discovered 
some emails, but didn’t see the ones where 
I'd canceled. | now need to prove that, 
number one, | never hooked up and num- 
ber two, I’m not gay. | need to regain her 
trust because she feels like I’ve betrayed 
her. Is it possible to be into something like 
is, but not be gay or bi? Any articles on 
pegging would be appreciated just to show 
my wife that | am not a total freak 
Im sure you get thousands of emails, 
hopefully you can help me. 
Love, Peg Me 


Dear Peg: 
Eh. | get plenty emails, but lots of 
them are boring. Let’s talk about your 
problems instead. 

| have explained, oh, dozens of 
times that anal penetration fantasies 


(and anal ation realities) have 


mosexuality 


homosexual 


neecen es Bhevemanact. 


Boy + girl = heterosexuality. (There 
may be some exceptions to this among 
people whose sex lives are as much 
shaped by gender theory as they are 
by regular old desire, but these are too 
rarified to get into here.) I love lectur- 
ing people on this because they‘re 
always so relieved, but you had to go 
mucking it up by trolling for anal sex 
with men (at least | think it was with 
men) on the intemet. Damn you! How 
am | supposed to laugh off your fears 
of homosexuality now? 

Easily, actually. It does not sound to 
me as though you are actually interest- 
ed in men at all, and whatever Savage 
was going on about that time has 
equally nothing to do with you. 
Where's your “fascination with the male 
genitalia,” huh? You ain’t got one. you 
just want something stuck up your ass. 
Easily done, with no male genitalia in 
the room. Except yours, of course. 

No, your problem isn’t that your 
sexuality is changing or your desires can- 
not be satisfied, not at all. It’s just that 
you're kind of... stupid, by which | mean 
you didn’t think this through with any- 
thing like the clarity necessary to get you 
through such a sticky wicket, plus you 
left incriminating evidence cluttering up 
your computer. If you’re not smart 
enough to try to cheat properly, then 
good grief man, don’t try to cheat at all. 


lf you’re not smart enough 
to try to cheat property, 
then good grief man, don’t 
try to cheat at all. 


You need to root around and turn 
up the emails where you actually can- 
celed with the online guys (if guys they 
were). Explain to your wife that you 
really had no idea what you were 
doing and plead for her mercy (not too 
abjectly, though, because, ick). Then 
you need to further explain to her that 
you are not gay, or even bi, but just 
got confused because you want some- 
thing stuck up your ass so badly. Then 


you need to go back online, ignore the | 


personals, and order some things to 


stick up asses. If your wife won't help | 
you, | assume you can still find yours | 


with both hands and a flashlight, as 
they say? Have at it. Use lube. 

You don’t need me to find you arti- 
cles on “pegging.” They’re every- 
where. There’s even one on Wikipedia: 


just point your browser and stand | 
back. And by the way, speaking of Sav- | 


age Love, did you know that the term 


“pegging” was born there, the result | 


of a “name that sex act” contest? | 

kind of liked the runner-up, “bobbing” 

(from “Bend Over Boyfriend”) myself, 

sut now that | think of it, that sounds 

like another sex act entirely, doesn’t it? 
Love, Andrea © 


When She Opens It... 
The Excitement Won't Be Fake 


ee Love oe 


ce on 


The Legendary “a 
$1 59.99can¥ 


Adult Toys... Anyw® 


Girls Best Friend 
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> 
~ 


3.99 
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FOR SALE 


NORWOOD 
8427-115 Ave. 


excellent condition, 

2 bedroom bungalow. _ 
Hardwood floors, large living 
room, bedroom and bath in 

basement. Steel fence. 

$118,500. 


486-0963, 454-8185 


Perfect for single professional lifestyle - onty $125,700. 
‘Over 1000sq.f. of nevely decorated living space in this 
2+2 bedrm. upgraded, character home. Bonus of Goble 
garage, low taxes, central location (2mins. to LAT). Wiry 
rent when you can own for less than $700/mon (ac). 
CONTACT: RENE BLADON, REMAX RIVER CITY 
PAGER: 439-7000 * CELL: 984-0096 


Hottest Live Chat! 
It's free for women, men get 
30 min FREE using code 1752. 
(780) 665-4444. 


Hot local women! 
Call FREE! Chat NOW! 
780-669-2323 
other cities: 1-888-482-8282 
18+. No liability. 


FEMALES NEEDED!!! Make $799 US per month 
with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur website 
is currently looking for young attractive girls. 
Call Jamie for more into. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


TIFFANY 
DARK HAIRED, BLUE EYED, BUSTY BEAUTY 
WITH BEAUTIFUL TANNED BODY. 413-0294. 


WUEVWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


the winner must be 18 or older 


© prize must be accepted as 
| |) awarded 


© no one may enter any contest 
more than once 


© you may win only once every 60 
days 

© Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 


© no staff, sponsors or members of 
their immediate family may enter 


¢ the personal information of 
those who enter will not be sold 
but may be provided to contest 
sponsors 


sex trade workers 


NO MORE LONE 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the Phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 


Vine 


WALS 


FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 


CD / DVD MANUFACTURING 
500 CDs -°1085~ 1000 CDs - °1595 


CompPLeTe Propuction CD PacKkAGEs! 


Standard Jewel Boxes (black trays), assembled, wrapped. injection-molded CDs with 5 
Colour (silkscreen). Full Colour/Grayscale 2-Panel Insert & Full Colour Tray. 


1°800°662°4033 


We specialize in Custom Cardboard Packages & Digipaks! 
@ SPIN wowsnindigitalmedia.com 


DIGITAL MEDIA CORP 


AVEDA ACADEMY 
SALON 


Grow your career with Aveda. 


breathe - think- dream HAIR CUT & COLOUR 


Are you tom between your passion for teaching and the joy of servicing 
clients? We have a unique opportunity available for service-oriented 
colour technicians and stylists who are flexible to train and still 
experience the thrill of a salon environment. 


YOU ARE a champion for Aveda products and services, and will work closely 
with targeted accounts in-field and their Territory Business Managers. 


YOU HAVE 1-3 years of experience in hair cut and/or colour applications 


A reliable automobile and a valid driver's license are required. 


Please forward your resume to the Human Resources Department: 
hr@collega.com and be sure to mention the job title in the subject line of 
your message. 


We thank all applicants, but only those candidates selected for an Interview will be contacted. No telephone 
inquiries please 


us at www.aveda-academysalon.ca 
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| er ApIES FREE! 
Meet Someone 


New Right Now! 


FREE DROAGEE ey ae 
= i: i =e 403-770-0990 


OTHER CITIES 1-888-482-8282 
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7 : 
|- 900- ATT TT ‘T5min $25/call / s25/call) 


Nigatre Chat a 


HOT LOCAL SINGLES! 


100-665 ame 


code 1751 


Foersonal 
onmections 


All Man, 7 
\ll Live. ~ : 


| 
| Crus seks nme 


: 780. 413. 7122, Use FREE trial 


www. = | 


For Women Seeking Romantic 
Affairs & the Men Who 
Want to Fulfill Them. Js 


SIGN-UP Over 585,000 De tZ 
FREE! Ad Profiles a 


1-866-742-2218 | 
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Safe + Discreet .» Anonymous 4 21+ 
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